
“A Book Written 
for You”

Revelation 1:1–3 



“It has been upon my mind, and in my heart, for a long time, 
to deliver a series of special discourses upon this remarkable 
     portion of the Holy Scriptures; not from a conceit of 
         superior wisdom or spiritual gifts; not with the vain 
            ambition of making all mysteries plain; nor yet out of 
             mere curious desire to pry into the things of the future; 
             but out of solemn reverence for all that God has 
             caused to be written for our learning, with a view 
            conscientiously to declare the whole counsel of God, 
          and with an earnest desire to secure for myself and 
      those who hear me that special benediction which is 
pronounced upon them that read, hear, and keep what is 
written in this prophecy.”  —Joseph A. Seiss, The Apocalypse, 15



“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him 
to show to His bond-servants, the things which must 
soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by 

His angel to His bond-servant John, 
who testified to the word of God and to the testimony 

of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 

words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are 
written in it; for the time is near.”

Text and Outline

I. The Content of 
the Book (1:1)

II. The Credibility 
of the Book (1:2)

III. The Consequence  
of the Book (1:3)

• Vv. 1–3 serve as the book’s superscript or preface.

• These verses are part of the book’s prologue, which ends in v. 8.



I. The Content of the Book

• The first words of the book serve as its title.

• “Revelation” (singular) - ἀποκάλυψις 
(apokalypsis), from which comes “Apocalypse.”

• The basic meaning of the term: “an unveiling.”

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the 
things which must soon take place; and He 
sent and communicated it by His angel to 

His bond-servant John” (1:1).



• The term ἀποκάλυψις (apokalypsis, “Apocalypse”) occurs only here in 
the book and has become the source of much debate.

• Many modern scholars interpret the word as a description of the 
book’s genre—a self-identification as “Jewish Apocalyptic.”

▪ Apocalyptic literature flourished in Jewish circles from 200 BC to 
AD 100.

▪ Examples are found in the “Pseudepigrapha” – a collection of 
Jewish writings attributed falsely (by intention) to biblical 
patriarchs and prophets. 

▪ It includes works like the Book of Enoch, the Assumption of 
Moses, the Apocalypse of Abraham, the Apocalypse of Ezra, etc.



• Jewish apocalyptic literature is characterized by:

▪ an extensive use of symbolism, with visions as the mode of 
revelation;

▪ a focus on the end of the age;
▪ descriptions of a transcendent conflict between God and 

Satan, angels and demons;
▪ an emphasis on the spiritual world as more influential in life in 

the material world than the material world itself; and
▪ a pessimism regarding the ability of the righteous to change 

the course of history, with little or no concern for moral 
instruction.

• Ultimately, Jewish apocalyptic is a-historical and pseudo-predictive.C
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• But the book of Revelation has distinct differences with the genre of 
Jewish apocalyptic literature:

▪ Revelation is not pseudonymous; its writer, John, is identified 
four times (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8).

▪ Revelation includes moral exhortations tied to real situations.

▪ Revelation included various styles of literature, including letters.

▪ Revelation is not ahistorical—it refers to the first coming of 
Christ, the historical situation of John and seven churches, etc.

▪ Revelation explicitly identifies its genre as “prophecy” (1:3; 22:7, 
10, 18, 19).



• Thus, the term ἀποκάλυψις (apokalypsis, “Apocalypse”) should be 
understood in its normal sense, as “an uncovering” or “disclosure.”

▪ It is made up of the preposition ἀπό (apo, “away”) + the noun 
κάλυψις (kalypsis, “covering”) = “removal of the covering.” 

• By John’s time, this term was specifically associated with the events 
associated with Jesus’ second coming. For example:

▪ 1 Corinthians 1:7 – “so that you are not lacking in any gift, 
awaiting eagerly the revelation [apokalypsis] of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

▪ 1 Peter 1:7 – “so that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than . . . may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation [apokalypsis] of Jesus Christ.”



• What specifically will this book unveil or disclose?

• Certainly, it is connected with Jesus Christ—but it includes more than 
His coming in glory.

• It includes a significant array of details associated with events 
surrounding His coming (4:1–22:21).

• Therefore, it is best to understand that Jesus Christ is the agent of this 
revelation, since it has been given to Him by God the Father to show.

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 
bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent 
and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John” (1:1).



• The recipients of Jesus’ disclosure are “His slaves”—which includes John 
himself (end of v. 1), and believers (“to the seven churches,” v. 4).

• The contents of Jesus’ disclosure are soon-happening things.

▪ The clause “the things . . .” is a distinct reference back to OT 
prophecy (Daniel 2:28–29, 45).

▪ It will be used again in Revelation 4:1 and 22:6, to show the scope.
▪ John picks up the wording to indicate he is providing new details.
▪ Everything in this book must take place exactly as God has 

determined.

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 
bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent 
and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John” (1:1).



“History is not a haphazard sequence of 
unrelated events but a divinely decreed 

ordering of that which must take place. It is a 
logical and moral necessity arising from the 

nature of God and the revelation of his 
purpose in creation and redemption.”

—Robert Mounce, The Book of Revelation, 41



• The medium of Jesus’ disclosure is “His angel.”

▪ A special messenger, who will guide John through many of the 
visions (see Rev 22:6, 16).

▪ Angels have played a significant role in the process of Revelation 
(Dan 8:16; 9:2, 21–22; Zech 1:9; Acts 8:26; etc.).

• The scribe of Jesus’ disclosure is “His slave John.”

▪ The Apostle John, the son of Zebedee, “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved” (John 21:20).

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 
bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent 
and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John” (1:1).



II. The Credibility of the Book

• The language of testimony emphasizes the 
faithfulness of the written record to the 
knowledge that was disclosed through the 
visions.

• John emphasizes to believers that what 
they will read and hear is the accurate 
record of the disclosure of future events.

“who testified to the word of God and to 
the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all 

that he saw” (1:2).



“who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
even to all that he saw” (1:2).

• First, what John writes is “the word of God”—finding its ultimate source 
and authority in God (1:1). 

• Second, what John writes is also “the testimony of Jesus Christ”—the 
message of the Agent entrusted with the disclosure (1:1).

• Third, what John writes faithfully captures the 
pertinent details of “all” the visions “he saw” 
(1:9—22:21).

• As other-worldly as this disclosure was, 
everything was recorded correctly.



God (the Father)

Jesus Christ

His angel

His slave John

His slaves (believers)
*This special disclosure 
of end-time knowledge 
was given for believers!



III. The Consequence of the Book

• The promise of “blessedness” is never found 
in any Jewish apocalyptic works.

• The promise describes God’s practical 
purpose for this book—to bless its 
recipients.

“Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of the prophecy, and heed 
the things which are written in it; for the 

time is near” (1:3).



• The “reader” (singular) was the one to read the Scriptures (here 
specifically, Revelation) to the members of Christian churches, who 
would not have personal copies.

▪ 1 Thessalonians 5:27 – “I adjure you by the Lord to have this 
letter read to all the brethren.”

▪ Colossians 4:16 – “When this letter is read among you, have it 
also read in the church of the Laodiceans . . . .”

▪ 1 Timothy 4:13 – “Until I come, give attention to the public 
reading of Scripture . . . .”

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 
the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; 

for the time is near” (1:3).



• The “hearers” (plural) were members of the churches. 

• “Because writing materials were expensive and scarce, so were copies 
of the books . . . . As a rule, one copy per Christian assembly was the 
best that could be hoped for. Public reading was the only means that 
rank-and-file Christians had for becoming familiar with the contents of 
these books. An individual would therefore read aloud for the benefit of 
the rest of those assembled. It behooved the listeners to pay close 
attention, a habit in which they had been well-trained. When written 
resources were unavailable, the memory had to be keen or else the data 
were lost” (Thomas, Revelation 1–7, 60).

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 
the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; 

for the time is near” (1:3).



• “words of the prophecy” – the book’s formal identification of its genre, 
clearly connects it with the “prophetic” books on the OT.

• “and heed” – it would not be enough just to hear the words; applying 
what was heard was the condition for the promise of blessing.

▪ James 1:22–25 – “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and 
not merely hearers who delude themselves. . . . But one who 
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by 
it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, 
this man will be blessed in what he does.”

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 
the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; 

for the time is near” (1:3).



• “for the time is near” – the explanation for the promise of blessing. 

• “the time” – ὁ καιρὸς (ho kairos) – a term that was used to refer to the 
end times (Acts 1:7; 3:19; 1 Thess 5:1).

• “near” – parallel to “soon” in 1:1; emphasizing imminence.

• “A major thrust of Revelation is its emphasis upon the shortness of time 
before the fulfillment. In the midst of persecution God’s people do not 
have long to wait for relief to come. To say that the relief will come 
‘suddenly’ offers no encouragement, but to say that it will come ‘soon’ 
does” (Thomas, Revelation 1 – 7, 55).

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 
the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; 

for the time is near” (1:3).



Implications

• Appreciate this book as God’s word.

• Realize it was given to disclose—not conceal—knowledge.

• Recognize it as a book written for believers.

• Believe the promise it holds for those who study it.

• Grasp the urgency of its message.

• Take up and read, listen, and keep.
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