


Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine;

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

“Genuine assurance will be a spring of joy and comfort in you. It will 

make heavy afflictions light, long afflictions short, and bitter afflictions 

sweet. It will make you frequent, fervent, constant, and abundant in the 

work of the Lord.” – Thomas Brooks 



Assurance is possible . . . and we are encouraged to posses it. 

2 Peter 1:10: Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His 

calling and choosing you. . . 

1 John 5:13: These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

Salvation ≠ Assurance

A true believer may lose his assurance, but he cannot lose his salvation. 

Romans 8:38–39: . . .  neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 

thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 



You can have saving faith without assurance, but you can also have a false assurance 

without saving faith! 

Matthew 7:21–23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will 

say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 

LAWLESSNESS.’”

• True assurance is based upon God’s promises, Christ’s completed work, and the 

Holy Spirit’s transforming work in you.  

• False assurance is based on your prayer, your religious deeds (a prayer you have 

made or attendance at church), or even your own measure of faith.



• Genuine assurance comes from genuine faith.

• False assurance is built upon a false faith 

→ Therefore, to obtain assurance your faith, the first step is to examine the 

validity of your faith. 

1:2-18 Genuine faith considers trials as joy. 

1:19-27 Genuine faith receives the word with humility.

2:1-13 Genuine faith loves without favoritism.

2:14-26 Genuine faith produces good works



14What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he 

has no works? Can that faith save him? 

15If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be 

filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 

body, what use is that? 17Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, 

being by itself. 

18But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; 

show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my 

faith by my works.” 19You believe that God is one. You do well; the 

demons also believe, and shudder. 20But are you willing to 

recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 



21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 

up Isaac his son on the altar? 22You see that faith was working 

with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 
23and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM

BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and 

he was called the friend of God. 24You see that a man is justified 

by works and not by faith alone. 

25In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by 

works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 

another way? 26For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so 

also faith without works is dead. 



14What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he 

has no works? Can that faith save him? 

15If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be 

filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 

body, what use is that? 17Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, 

being by itself. 

18But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; 

show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my 

faith by my works.” 19You believe that God is one. You do well; the 

demons also believe, and shudder. 20But are you willing to 

recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 
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21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 

up Isaac his son on the altar? 22You see that faith was working 

with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 
23and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM

BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and 

he was called the friend of God. 24You see that a man is justified 

by works and not by faith alone. 

25In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by 

works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 

another way? 26For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so 

also faith without works is dead. 
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What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no 
works? Can that faith save him? 

says he has faith: This is merely a claim of faith, and as James will explain, it is 
a dead and useless faith

Can that faith save him? The focus is on the authenticity of faith, not about a 
necessary addition to faith. 

• He is NOT pitting faith against works. 

• He is NOT placing works on equal footing with faith. 

• HE is NOT saying that faith must be added to works. 



Romans
Romans 3:28: For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the 

Law. 

Romans 4:5: To the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness

Galatians
Galatians 3:11: Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “THE

RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 



Ephesians
Ephesians 2:8–9: For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Titus
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 

but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 

Spirit.



Romans
Romans 3:28: For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the 

Law. 

Romans 4:5: To the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness

Romans 6:1–2: What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may 

increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

Galatians
Galatians 3:11: Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “THE

RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 

Galatians 5:24–25: Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 



Ephesians
Ephesians 2:8–9: For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Ephesians 2:10: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

Titus
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 

but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 

Spirit.

Titus 2:11–12: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously 

and godly in the present age.
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If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of 
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do 
not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so 
faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

• This illustration uses the absurdity of false compassion to show the 
absurdity of false faith. 

• Although it is primarily an illustration, it also serves as a reminder that false 
compassion is utterly repulsive and has no place in the church. 



Scripture is clear on our need to care for the needy. 

Proverbs 19:17: One who is gracious to a poor man 
lends to the LORD, and He will repay him for his 
good deed. 

Galatians 6:10: So then, while we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, and especially to those 
who are of the household of the faith. 

1 John 3:17: But whoever has the world’s goods, and 
sees his brother in need and closes his heart against 
him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

• Although real-life situations are complicated and there are often many factors that must 
be considered when providing material help to another person, there are too many 
times when we sinfully make justification for failing to show demonstrable compassion 
toward others.



James 2:17: Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

→ Just as a statement of compassion without action reveals itself as a false 

compassion, faith that is unaccompanied by actions is a false faith. 

→ Dead is an appropriate description of this false faith since genuine faith is always 

productive – it will result in good works. 

→ “Works are not an ‘added extra’ any more than breath is an ‘added extra’ to a 

living body.” – Peter Davids 



Ask yourself these questions: 

→ Is my faith evidenced by how I live? 

→ Am I looking to add works to my faith? 
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