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CHARACTERISTICS OF AN EQUESTRIAN AID FOUNDATION® GRANT 
Equestrian Aid Foundation (EAF) grants are one-time emergency assistance grants given to members 
of the equestrian community within the United States who are struggling to overcome the repercussions 
of a critical illness or injury. EAF grants do not endeavor to resolve situations more appropriately funded 
by the government or other social institutions, nor are they intended to maintain a lifestyle. Rather, these 
grants are intended to assist equestrians with basic living expenses as they work to regain self-sufficiency 
in the aftermath of a catastrophic situation. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Equestrian Aid Foundation welcomes applicants for emergency assistance from two groups: 
 

• Equine Professionals: These individuals directly make their living from horses and horse sports. 
Occupations include, but are not limited to riders, grooms, horse show staff, farriers, veterinarians, 
and braiders. Anyone falling under this category can apply for a grant to compensate for loss of 
income due to a catastrophic injury, illness or occurrence.  

 
• Non-Professionals, Amateurs and Juniors: These individuals make their living in another field 

but ride or own horses as a hobby. This includes amateur and junior riders, volunteers and other 
equine enthusiasts who do not rely on the horse business for their income. We welcome 
applications from this category for acute, catastrophic injuries incurred solely on horseback or 
handling horses. Anyone falling under this category can apply for a grant to help cover expenses 
directly related to his or her injury. 

 
 
APPLICATION 
Prior to submission to the Equestrian Aid Foundation, the application must be signed by the applicant or 
applicant’s agent and notarized. Failure to submit required documentation will delay the processing of an 
application. 
 
 
PROCESS 
The Equestrian Aid Foundation Applicant Review Committee will review a completed application within 
30 days of receipt. During this time, the Equestrian Aid Foundation reserves the right to request any 
additional information deemed pertinent to the application.  Upon review by the committee, the applicant 
will receive notification of approval and the amount of the grant, or notification of regret.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Equestrian Aid Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Its name and logo are registered trademarks. 
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FAQ 
 
How does the Equestrian Aid Foundation protect the privacy of my application materials? 
Your medical information is only made available to the Applicant Review Committee. The Equestrian Aid 
Foundation does not share information with third parties outside of the application review process. 
 
Why does the Equestrian Aid Foundation require my social security number? 
On occasion, the Equestrian Aid Foundation performs background checks to confirm the validity and 
truthfulness of application materials. 
 
Why does the Equestrian Aid Foundation inquire about my citizenship and/or immigration status? 
The equestrian community is an international community. Unfortunately, the Equestrian Aid Foundation 
cannot award grants to horsemen who are in the United States on a short term or temporary basis. Grants 
are only available to citizens or permanent residents of the United States.  
 
Why does my application need to be notarized? 
The Equestrian Aid Foundation relies upon donations from members of the equestrian community to fund 
its emergency grants. In order to maintain our donors’ confidence, we take every reasonable precaution 
to ensure that our applicants’ needs align with our mission statement. A notarized statement by the 
applicant demonstrates truthful representation in this regard.  
 
Who is on the Equestrian Aid Foundation’s Applicant Review Committee? 
The Applicant Review Committee is comprised of a small group of EAF board members and staff. It is 
co-chaired by a physician, an attorney and the foundation’s treasurer. 
 
If I am awarded a grant, how will the funds be disbursed?  
Funds will be disbursed on a monthly basis for up to six months, with periodic re-evaluations by the 
Applicant Review Committee to determine continued need. 
 
What information does the Equestrian Aid Foundation share about me publicly? 
That’s up to you. While storytelling is an integral part of the Equestrian Aid Foundation’s fundraising 
strategy, we understand that some individuals wish to remain anonymous to the general public. The 
foundation works with willing grant recipients to share their stories in press releases and/or promotional 
materials. Recipients have the opportunity to preview all publications that include their identity or photos. 
  
How many times may I apply for an Equestrian Aid Foundation emergency assistance grant? 
An applicant may apply one time per illness or injury. 
 
I need to speak with a foundation representative regarding my application. Whom can I contact? 
Please contact Jamie Summerside, the foundation’s Program Coordinator, via email 
(jamie@equestrianaid.org) or phone (800.792.6068). 
 


