Equestrian Aid for Retail Shops:
Promotional Materials

This package includes everything that you need to customize a promo7on for your
retail store that will beneﬁt people from all corners of the equestrian world who are
coping with catastrophic injury or illness.
Contents:
• Equestrian Aid Founda0on® brochures
•

Introduc0on le7er

•

Sample quarter page ad*

•

Sample ﬂier to publicize the event*

•

Grant Recipient tes0monials

•

“How to” hints

•

Dona0on box insert, should you choose to use a dona0on box at store

•

About Equestrian Aid: this document will assist you in educa0ng others about the mission and
impact of the Founda0on

•

Donor cards

•

Federal Express envelope and pre-paid shipping label to return donor cards and proceeds from
this beneﬁt to the Equestrian Aid Founda0on
* Please email contact@EquestrianAid.org about customizing a version for your store

Thank you for suppor7ng the Equestrian Aid Founda7on! You will bring help, hope
and healing to an equestrian in need. Please provide us with some feedback
regarding the success of your fund-raising ac7vity. We will be pleased to help you
plan another beneﬁt or promo7onal ac7vity in the future.

Equestrian Aid Founda0on - 11924 W. Forest Hill Blvd., Ste. 10A-377, Wellington, FL 33414
EquestrianAidFounda0on.org
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[name of addressee]
[company]
[street address]
[city/state/zip]
Dear [name]:
The Equestrian Aid Foundation® is a leading 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that
assists people from all corners of the horse world who are coping with catastrophic
injury or illness. Since our inception 20 years ago, we have provided over $2.5
million in grant-based support to breeders, farriers, grooms, riders, trainers and
other equestrians who are facing major health crises.
When equestrians or equine professionals become injured or ill, they can lose
everything: jobs, homes, financial security, dignity, independence and quality of life.
Often, they also lose the ability to stay involved with the animals that they love.
A little help with essential living and rehabilitative expenses can make a tremendous
difference to a disabled or seriously ill horse person who is experiencing adversity.
That’s where you can lend a helping hand! Equestrian Aid has developed a
customizable Retail Partner program that we ask you to consider for your shop.
This program includes everything that you need to hold a promotion, encourage
your customers to make tax-deductible donations, and dedicate a percentage of
your sales for a time period of your choice to Equestrian Aid.
In addition to knowing that you are brightening the future for horse people
suffering hardships, we will feature your store on our website, on Facebook and in
our social media campaigns when you become an Equestrian Aid partner.
You and your customers can bring hope, help and healing to a suffering equestrian.
I look forward to talking with you soon.
Sincerely,

[Your signature]
[Your Name]
[Title if applies, e.g., Board Member or Ambassador, Equestrian Aid Foundation]

®Equestrian Aid Foundation and its logo are registered trademarks.

SAMPLE
Quarter Page Ad For Retail Stores

An Equestrian’s Life Can Change
Forever… in an Instant

The Equestrian Aid Foundation®
supports sick and injured people
from all corners of the horse world.
But we can’t do this without your
help!
Please visit [store name] to help
support this mission! Your taxdeductible gift will bring hope and
healing to an equestrian in need.
EquestrianAidFoundation.org
®The

Equestrian Aid Foundation and its logo are registered trademarks.

Store
logo here

SAMPLE
ON COURSE CONSIGNMENT
CELEBRATES
THE EQUESTRIAN AID FOUNDATION’S®
20TH ANNIVERSARY

Type to enter text

Contribute $20 to Celebrate 20 Years
of Helping Horse People in Need
On Course Consignment donates
to Equestrian Aid every month. Please join us,
and in return, get a great deal...

Equestrian Aid
supports people from all
corners of the
equestrian world who
have catastrophic
injuries or illnesses.
Your donation will make
a difference in a fellow
horse person’s life!

During April, donate $20 to Equestrian Aid,
and On Course Consignment
will give you a 5% discount.
❖

STOP IN • STOCK UP •
SUPPORT A GREAT CAUSE
®Equestrian Aid Foundation and its logo are registered trademarks.

Meet Carolyn: Driven by her Dreams
Grant Recipient - Equestrian Aid Foundation

“I can’t begin to tell you how comforting it is
to go to the pharmacy, the supermarket or the
gas station and swipe my debit card, knowing
there are funds to cover my medications,
groceries, or gas.”
Originally from New Hampshire, Carolyn moved to
Wellington, Florida to pursue her goals to reach the
top as an adult amateur dressage rider. And
pursue her goals she did! She became a nationally
ranked competitor in one of the most challenging
horse show circuits in the world.

Now Carolyn has new goals beyond the dressage
arena. In the fall of 2015, her breast cancer
returned after a 15-year remission. One month, she
was working, riding, and caring for her horse with
high hopes; the next month, everything changed.
Diagnostic procedures proved that not only had Carolyn’s breast cancer returned, it had metastasized to
her lungs, liver, and bones. She was at stage four, and chemotherapy and radiation were ruled out as
viable options.
Carolyn’s trainer and a fellow equestrian urged her to apply to Equestrian Aid when she became so ill
she could no longer work. Shortly after becoming a grantee, Carolyn was accepted into a clinical study
trial, which has yielded some positive results.
Carolyn is eager to return to work and get back in the saddle. It is hard to rein in this strong, inspirational
horsewoman. She has dreams of riding Grand Prix. It is this force of will, together with the help of
Equestrian Aid and our supporters, that drives Carolyn forward to overcome adversity and achieve
this dream.

Equestrian Aid Foundation - 11924 W. Forest Hill Blvd - Suite 10A-377 - Wellington, FL 33414
EquestrianAidFoundation.org
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Meet Claudia: Navigating the Road to Recovery
Grant Recipient - Equestrian Aid Foundation

“I don’t know where we’d be without this
help.”
As far back as she can remember, the only thing
that mattered to Claudia was horses. Her
childhood afforded sporadic opportunities to
ride, but dreams gave way to obligations in
adulthood. In 1997 when Claudia was
diagnosed with breast cancer, she did not want
to go another day without horses in her life, so
she and her husband, Michael, bought their
first horses and a small farm in Florida. Their
days working side by side as independent
jewelers were book-ended by time spent caring
for each other and their animals.
After seeing her eye doctor in 2015, Claudia
received a second blow. She had a malignant
cranial tumor with complications which would
likely result In permanent vision impairment in
her left eye—a devastating prognosis for a rider
and jewelry designer.
Claudia’s doctor recommended a rare and difficult surgery to be performed by a team of specialists in
Boston to remove her tumor. After that and radiation treatments, several additional surgeries would be
required. Claudia and her husband have never been apart throughout their marriage, so they decided
the trips to Boston were ones they had to make together even though they would have to shut down
their business for extended periods of time.
The resulting financial consequences have been beyond anything that this couple could ever have
planned. Claudia’s best friend, who is also an Equestrian Aid recipient, told her about the financial and
emotional support that the Foundation provides, and she applied. Thanks to the Foundation's generous
donors, Equestrian Aid has been able to help Claudia and Michael mitigate some of the impact that
her medical requirements have had on their lives. “You don’t know how emotional it makes me to
know a foundation like this exists,” says Claudia. “I hope I can give back as much as you’ve given me.”
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Meet Kirk: Overcoming Devastating Health
Challenges to Return to His Life with Horses
Grant Recipient - Equestrian Aid Foundation

“My heart, spirit, body and mind are so indebted to the
Equestrian Aid Foundation. The support has been
tremendous - in unimaginable and inconceivable ways.”
Kirk is a success story, but he had to overcome life-threatening
illnesses to get there. Forced to close his hunter / jumper
business in 2004 due to debilitating health problems including
hepatitis C and liver failure, Kirk moved back home to be with his
family. Then he saw a small ad for Equestrian Aid in a magazine
"so I decided to apply." Surprised to be awarded a grant, he was
soon receiving Equestrian Aid’s assistance to help pay for daily
living and medical expenses.
Initially, Kirk was so ill that he needed virtually complete care
from his mother. He tried to make ends meet by working at a pet
store whose owner was supportive of his situation.
Unfortunately, he was only able to manage a few hours here and
there.
The grant from Equestrian Aid helped Kirk get by. “So many times being able to purchase the things I
thought I would have to ‘go without’ during the more difficult times made all of the difference. The
Equestrian Aid Foundation made many days so much more enjoyable.”
Able to focus on his health, Kirk recovered enough to re-establish his horse show business and start a
small breeding operation. He is back doing the things that he loves. “Personally, I have been able to
maintain a positive attitude and to work with people who share my love of horses. With the help of so
many, and especially from the Equestrian Aid Foundation, I have been able to stay focused. I am so
grateful.”
Equestrian Aid is proud to have been part of Kirk’s recovery. We–and Kirk–are grateful for the generous
donors that helped him get his life back.
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Meet Meribeth: Reinventing Herself with the Courage
to Change the Things She Can
Grant Recipient - Equestrian Aid Foundation

"Lord, grant me the strength to accept the
things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can, and the wisdom to
know the difference."
The Serenity Prayer has been Meribeth’s mantra
since the day her life changed catastrophically.
In 2014, Meribeth was a successful career groom
and barn manager. She was a familiar face
among the hunter-jumper circuit’s elite riders
and professionals. She had been hired by an
internationally prominent horse owner, and was
exactly where she dreamed of being. "I love it
here!" she told her boss. "I never, ever want to
leave this place. I want to be a part of it forever
and ever!"
A groom’s life is physically demanding, and Meribeth’s body experienced her profession’s associated
wear and tear. But she never expected that her “forever and ever” would come to such an abrupt halt
when she went into the hospital for a routine back surgery. Things went horribly wrong during the
operation. Miraculously, Meribeth survived, but she was left with severe and life-changing physical and
neurological damage.
Meribeth’s long and difficult recovery path has included several subsequent surgeries and intensive
therapy. She has experienced devastating financial and emotional effects from being unable to perform
or look forward to returning to the work she feels she was meant to do.
As fate would have it, the very farm that Meribeth loved so much is managed by an Equestrian Aid
board member. Meribeth was encouraged to apply for assistance. While the timeline for Meribeth’s
recovery will take several more years, support from Equestrian Aid allows her to focus her energy on
meeting her recovery goals.
The trajectory of Meribeth’s life has changed forever, but she is committed to rebuilding her life in a
new direction. Equestrian Aid will cheer her on as she does.

Equestrian Aid Foundation - 11924 W. Forest Hill Blvd - Suite 10A-377 - Wellington, FL 33414
EquestrianAidFoundation.org
Equestrian Aid Foundation is a leading 501(c)(3) organization. Equestrian Aid Foundation and its logo are registered trademarks.

Equestrian Aid for Retail Shops:
“How to” Hints

Thank you for helping to celebrate the Equestrian Aid Founda:on’s® 20th Anniversary
of providing assistance to seriously injured or ill horse people. Your store’s beneﬁt
ac:vity or promo:on will of course be speciﬁc to your business. Here are some ideas
that may help make your ac:vity even more successful.
Marke:ng: Get the word out about the great work that you are doing and suppor:ng!
•

Prior to your promo+on, tell the world that you are an Equestrian Aid supporter:
o Post publicity ﬂiers around town*
o Contact local print media or radio about a free public service announcement (PSA).
While fund-raising announcements do not qualify, the sta+on’s community aﬀairs or
outreach director may collaborate with you to broadcast that your store is suppor+ng
Equestrian Aid*
o Send an email blast to your customer list
o Promote your ac+vity on your social media channels.

•

During the promo+on
o Display an Equestrian Aid ﬂier in your front window and place brochures near your
register
o Feature a recipient proﬁle, also included in your package, on the counter so that
customers can see the kind of impact that their giM will make as their purchases are
rung up
o Consider placing a dona+on box on your counter as well
o Encourage donors to be photographed (or take selﬁes) with their donor cards. Post
photos to your Facebook and Instagram pages and also to Equestrian Aid’s pages, using
the hashtag #EquestrianAidFounda+on
o Even if customers choose not to donate now, ask them to “like” Equestrian Aid’s
Facebook page.

* A sample is enclosed. Please email contact@EquestrianAid.org if you need help designing an ad or flier for
your store.

Equestrian Aid Founda+on - 11924 W. Forest Hill Blvd., Ste. 10A-377, Wellington, FL 33414
EquestrianAidFounda+on.org

Donor Cards: Dona:ons are tax deduc:ble and a tax receipt and a thank you from Equestrian Aid
will be sent to every one of your customers who ﬁlls out this card.
•
•
•

Included in your box are 15 sheets of dona+on cards. (Please email
contact@EquestrianAid.org for addi+onal sheets or a PDF ﬁle that you can print)
Place dona+on cards on a counter or area near the register
Dona+ons may be made by cash, check payable to the Equestrian AId Founda+on, or credit
card. Equestrian Aid will run the credit card numbers when you return the donor cards along
with other dona+on proceeds.

Your staﬀ will make the diﬀerence in raising poten:al donors’ awareness, interest and support.
•

•
•

Please brief your retail staﬀ on Equestrian Aid’s mission and encourage them to read our
brochure so that they understand our impact in the horse community. This knowledge will
enable them to feel conﬁdent encouraging customers to donate and answering customers’
basic ques+ons about Equestrian Aid
Consider having a staﬀ contest (with a prize, of course!) to see which salesperson can garner
the most dona+ons
Stress to your employees that it is impera+ve to get contact informa+on or donor cards so
Equestrian Aid can send thank you’s and tax deduc+ble dona+on informa+on at the end of
your promo+on or ac+vity.

APer the campaign
•
•

Use the Federal Express envelope and pre-paid mailing label in your packet to return donor
cards and proceeds to the Equestrian Aid Founda+on
Please provide us with some feedback regarding the success of your fund-raising ac+vity. We
will be pleased to help you plan another beneﬁt or promo+onal ac+vity in the future.

Thank you for suppor:ng the Equestrian Aid Founda:on!
You will bring help, hope and healing to an equestrian in need.

Equestrian Aid Founda+on - 11924 W. Forest Hill Blvd., Ste. 10A-377, Wellington, FL 33414
EquestrianAidFounda+on.org
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YOUR DONATION WILL HELP
!

!

EQUESTRIANS
IN! NEED!
!
!
!
!
!
!
The Equestrian Aid Founda2on® has a simple,
straigh9orward mission: We help our own!
“The Equestrian Aid Founda2on provided
me with ﬁnancial help for every day
ﬁnances, but so much more than that.
Hope and healing cannot be quan2ﬁed, but
indeed Equestrian Aid provides heapings of
hope, help and healing for which I am so
thankful to everyone -- not just for me, but
for all the recipients and to everyone who
has donated and helped in any manner that
they can!"
~ Tara

"It's overwhelming when you don't expect
something and someone does something so
generous. I'm having a hard 2me telling you
what this means to me. People caring is really
so touching and though9ul. I would like to be
able to look you in the eyes one day and say
thank you."
~ Loren
®Equestrian Aid Founda7on and its logo are registered trademarks.

About the Equestrian Aid Foundation®

There's nothing freak about a riding accident. Emergency rooms treat about 15,000
equine-related head injuries in a year.
One in 5 horse horse-related injuries happens before mounting (or off of the horse).

• Equestrian Aid is a non-profit foundation that provides needs-based financial assistance to horse
people who are coping with catastrophic injuries or illness.

• We help individuals from all corners of the equestrian world, including riders, grooms, farriers, breeders,
trainers and others in equestrian-related fields.
• When equestrians or equine professionals get seriously hurt or ill, they can lose everything: jobs, homes,
financial security, independence and dignity, quality of life, and often the ability to stay involved with
the animals that they love. Whole families may also be impacted.
• Equestrian Aid’s assistance to help pay for basic living and rehabilitative expenses can go a long way in
helping to deal with medical, personal and financial crises.
• In the 20 years since its inception, Equestrian Aid has given over $2.5 million directly to grant recipients.

• Equestrian Aid is the only major equestrian support fund that does not limit its grants to specific equestrian
disciplines, occupations or circumstances of injury or illness.
• To date, horse people in 30 states throughout the country have received needs-based assistance from the
Foundation – most in the past 10 years.
• The Foundation’s goal is to expand our national presence so that we can help more horse people cope with
serious medical challenges and overcome adversity.
• By supporting the Equestrian Aid Foundation with a tax-deductible donation, you will bring hope, help and
healing to equestrians in need!

"I can't begin to tell you how comforting it is to be able to go to the pharmacy, the supermarket or the gas
station and swipe my debit card knowing there are funds to cover my medications, groceries and gas.
- Equestrian Aid grant recipient

Equestrian Aid Foundation - 11924 W. Forest Hill Blvd., Ste. 10A-377, Wellington, FL 33414
EquestrianAidFoundation.org
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