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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Sept. 15, 2016  

Seattle’s Educurious and partners team with innovative high school to win $10 million grant 

SEATTLE – Seattle-based Educurious is part of an award-winning team, which has helped secure a multimillion-dollar grant to 

establish a new education approach within a California high school.  

Nearly 700 other teams from 45 states competed for the grant in a yearlong competition.  

The grant will expand a personalized learning program within Vista High School in Vista, California, to the entire student body of 

more than 2,600, implementing a challenge-based learning approach where students solve everyday, real-life issues.   

From Washington, D.C., Wednesday, XQ: The Super School Project announced 10 prize winners who will share $100 million in 

grants over five years, donated by Laurene Powell Jobs.  

 “With such extraordinary competition, it is gratifying to know our proposal to reimaging high school was chosen by such an 

esteemed group of visionaries,” said Michael Golden, Educurious co-founder and CEO. “This grant presents a unique 

opportunity to those of us dedicated to transforming existing high schools into compelling learning communities for young 

people.” 

Teaming up with Vista High School, Digital Promise – an education organization devoted to closing the digital learning gap – and 

others, Educurious will help create Vista Challenge High School, which will begin classes in fall 2017. Vista Challenge High will 

serve as a model for comprehensive high school reform, using a challenge-based model of teaching. Designed around the UN 

Millennium Development Goals, teens will work with professionals and apply learned skills to global and local issues, such as 

working to solve the California drought through environmental science. Students will learn to think critically and become active 

partners in their education. As a result, young adults will leave school more confident and career ready. 

“We need to proactively break the mold and model of what existed before and think about creating a different kind of learning 

environment, where students are put at the center of the work and are empowered with the tools to solve real problems,” 

Golden said. “When you change the goals of students and teachers and the content they interact with in the classroom, 

everything can change.  

“In the end, this is an investment that’s better for students, better for teachers, better for the future workforce,” he said. 

Educurious has a proven-track record of success, employing its model for project-based learning and career connections in 

more than 450 classrooms in 100 schools, engaging 35,000 young people across 16 states. Educurious has developed a national 

network of experts and employers who serve as student mentors and provide a firsthand look at career possibilities. Educurious 

also provides professional learning opportunities for teachers to reimagine education in their classrooms.  

Educurious is a product of Seattle’s innovative tech and education community. Started with grant funding from the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, it’s now fully launched and independent; its curriculum was developed in partnership with the 

University of Washington and has been implemented in schools across Seattle and South King County, changing lives everyday.  

Contact:  

Michael Golden, Educurious  

mgolden@educurious.org 

206.402.4489 

About Educurious 
Educurious is a national non-profit organization with headquarters in Seattle. Its mission is to empower and motivate young 

people to achieve academic, career, and personal success through transformative learning experiences. Its solutions capture 

the imaginations and interests of youth. By combining project-based learning, technology, connections with real-world experts, 

professional learning for teachers, and workplace explorations, Educurious creates meaningful learning that cultivate 

contemporary skills. To learn more about how Educurious is inspiring students to more fully engage with the world around 

them, visit www.educurious.org  

http://xqsuperschool.org/
https://vhs-vistausd-ca.schoolloop.com/
http://digitalpromise.org/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.educurious.org/

