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In January of this year, the Census Bureau released the 2015 Public Use Microdata Area 
(PUMA) data. The 2014 version of this data was used to determine the count and some 
characteristics of opportunity youth in the Roadmap Project region. This edition will focus on 
some categories from the 2015 data that can help inform where and how we target our 
outreach, marketing efforts, and events. 
 
Key Take-aways 
 

● The center of opportunity youth in the region is in South King County. 
● The youth attending 100K events tend to come from South Seattle. 
● Most opportunity youth already completed high school or equivalent. 

 
The following sections provide a deeper analysis of the data and are designed to inform the 
100K Opportunities work moving forward. 
 
Opportunity Youth are More Likely to Live South of Seattle 
 
The RoadMap Project Region was defined by school districts. We used the MABLE tool to find 
PUMAs in which those school districts are contained. If any part of the school district fell inside a 
PUMA, that PUMA was 
included. We did this because 
the data released for PUMAs is 
more detailed than the data 
released for other geographic 
areas and allows us to better 
study opportunity youth. 
 
The table on the right shows the 
counts of opportunity youth as 
well as their share of all youth 
within a PUMA. Based on the 
2015 5-year data, there were 
over 17,000 opportunity youth in 
the Roadmap Region. This is 
fewer than the 2014 data which 
showed about 18,800 opportunity youth in the region. This is likely largely explained by the 



strength of the job market in the years contained in the dataset as 2010 dropped off and 2015 
was added. 
 
Over the last 12 months we collected zipcode data from youth who attended 100K events. As 
you can see from the below zip code map, the most highly-represented areas are in South 
Seattle, specifically the areas of Rainier Valley and Beacon Hill. The PUMA map shows that the 
larger population of opportunity youth is in South King County. The above table also shows that 
the areas with the highest rate of youth being completely disconnected from work and school 
are in South King County. 
 

 
 
Most Opportunity Youth Completed High School 
 
Using PUMA data, we can also 
examine the highest level of 
education completed. The chart to 
the right shows that over half of 
opportunity youth in the region 
have completed high school or 
equivalent but have not continued 
their education in the college or 
university systems. Though the 
percentages vary by PUMA, those 
with at least a high school diploma 
are most likely to live in the same 
areas above as the general 
opportunity youth population. 



Moving Forward 
 
Here are some implications for the 100K Operating Plan stemming from this analysis. 

 
● As the maps above show, the PUMAs with the most opportunity youth are not well 

represented at 100K events. We can look for additional opportunities to partner with 
you serving organizations south of Seattle. Another possibility is offering hiring events 
in South King County with potential event locations with a high density of employers at 
Southcenter Mall and SeaTac Airport. 

 
● Almost 80 percent of opportunity youth in the region completed high school or 

equivalent. This information can be used to help dispel potential preconceived notions 
of employers that opportunity youth lack high school graduation qualifications. 
Additionally, it might be possible to utilize school districts to advertise hiring events 
targeting opportunity youth to their alumni. 

 


