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HOMESCHOOL CLASS SCHEDULE
AT DISCOVERY PLACE SCIENCE
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DATES

GRADE PRE K-K

GRADES 1-2

GRADES 3-4

September 10

Dinosaur Discoveries

Animal Investigation

Water, Water, Everywhere

September 17

Amazing Animals

Rock On

Weather & Climate

October 1

Zoom In

Do You See It?

Layers Of The Earth

October 15

Science At Night

Science Of Spies

Secrets In The Soil

November 5

Sounds Great

Microbes & More

Biosphere

November 19

Senses Of Science

Can You Hear Me?

DIY Terrarium

December 3

Robot Rescue

Short Circuit

Build-A-Bot

December 17

Jump Starting Circuits

Roaming Robots

3D Printed Candy!*

January 7

Push & Pull

Engineering 1,2,3

3D Printed Candy!*

January 14

Flight

I Like To Move It, Move It

3D Modeling

February 4

Creating With Chemistry

Everything Matters

Fuel Up

February 11

Mix & Match Matter

Chemistry 101

Flex It

March 4

Structure’s Important

Natural Disasters

I’ve Got A Feeling

March 18

Dig Into Earth Science

Storm The Castle

Bonkers For Bones

April 1

Mini Meteorologists

Inside Your Outside

Gross Science

April 8

Head To Toes

Weather Station

Eat Your Science

May 6

Test Lab

Outer Space Exploration

Colorful Light

May 20

Backyard Detectives

Oceanography

Mastering Magnetism

June 3

Ocean Explorers

Garden Science

Playful Polymers

June 10

Journey Into Space

Journey Into Space

Stars & Constellations

*Indicates a 2 or 3 class series. Participants are encouraged to take all classes in the series but are permitted to only take the first class or to join
at the second class.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
For more information please call 800.935.0553 or 704.372.6261 x300, Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
See a full listing of our Homeschool programs at discoveryplacescience.org
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HOMESCHOOL CLASS SCHEDULE CONT.
AT DISCOVERY PLACE SCIENCE
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DATES

GRADES 5-6

GRADES 7-8

GRADES 9-12

September 10

Hot & Cold

Cells In Motion

3D Candy Pop Portraits*

September 17

Nanoparticles

Exploring Gel Electrophoresis

3D Candy Pop Portraits*

October 1

(Ph)Un With Chemistry

Bacteria In My Mouth

3D Candy Pop Portraits*

October 15

Earthquake Proof

Medical Devices

Cameo Cutting

November 5

Gas Laws

Cell Membrane Marvels

Lit Wearable

November 19

Geology

Discovering Density

Enzyme Action

December 3

Weathering & Erosion

Radiation Around Us

Finding Patient Zero

December 17

One Big World

Basics Of Soldering

DNA To Proteins

January 7

Reptile Study

Efficiency & Advantage

Genetic Fingerprinting

January 14

Food Webs, Chains, & Pyramids

Programming Basics

Pharmaceuticals

February 4

The Makings Of Animation*

Oil Spill Clean-Up

Gyroscopes

February 11

The Makings Of Animation*

Stream Team

Pressure Differences

March 4

Science Of Armor

Air Pollution

Gravity Sucks

March 18

Screen Printing

Forensic Entomology

Catalysts & Reactions

April 1

Make: Energy

Beginner Microbiology

Fun With Liquid Nitrogen

April 8

Sports Science

Experimental Archaeology

Experimental Design
Tracing The Toxins:

May 6

Our Body’s Cleaners

Scratch Programming

Bioaccumulation

May 20

Touring The Blood Vessels

Movie Magic

Pond Ecology

June 3

Eye See You

Make: Energy

Oceanography

June 10

Our Body’s Defenders

Make: Energy*

Marine Biology

*Indicates a 2 or 3 class series. Participants are encouraged to take all classes in the series but are permitted to only take the first class or to join
at the second class.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
For more information please call 800.935.0553 or 704.372.6261 x300, Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
See a full listing of our Homeschool programs at discoveryplacescience.org
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HOMESCHOOL OFFERINGS
AT DISCOVERY PLACE SCIENCE
Homeschool families can enjoy engaging science classes offered in state-of-the art
labs taught by trained science educators.

CLASSES

90 Minutes

With classes covering three different
age groups, siblings can all have unique,
age-appropriate experiences.

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Monday Afternoons

1 Class
$15 Member

$20 Non-Member

10 Classes
$140 Member

$190 Non-Member

20 Classes
$250 Member

$350 Non-Member

SENSES OF SCIENCE

CREATING WITH CHEMISTRY

November 19

February 4

Discover how your eyes and ears work,
how your skin detects touch and how
smell and taste react together.

Find out if you have the right chemistry
as you make chemical reactions including
bubbles, color changes and smells.

Prepare to unearth the world of
dinosaurs as you explore fossils and
learn about the prehistoric world.

ROBOT RESCUE

MIX & MATCH MATTER

December 3

February 11

AMAZING ANIMALS

Build different mazes and learn how to
program robots to escape your maze.

Solids, liquids and gases oh my! Investigate
different phases of matter and experiment
with combining and changing matter.

GRADES PRE K - K
DINOSAUR DISCOVERIES
September 10

September 17
Get up close to amazing creatures and learn
how to classify them into special groups.

JUMP STARTING CIRCUITS

ZOOM IN

Discover how electricity travels by building
circuits to power lights and create sounds.

December 17

October 1
Take a closer look around you using
microscopes and discover a whole
new world of tiny wonders.

SCIENCE AT NIGHT
October 15
Study constellations, investigate
nocturnal animals and learn how
plants survive in the dark.

SOUNDS GREAT

PUSH & PULL
January 7
Have fun with physics by creating motion
and learning about forces and gravity.

FLIGHT
January 14
From birds and bats to planes and
helicopters, explore how things fly and
experiment with your own flying machine.

November 5

STRUCTURE IS IMPORTANT
March 4
Try and test different shapes and materials
as you discover why structure is important.

DIG INTO EARTH SCIENCE
March 18
Discover what is living and nonliving in the dirt by testing soils
and following the rock cycle.

MINI METEOROLOGISTS
April 1
Use tools to develop meteorology
skills including measuring, comparing,
collecting data and forecasting.

Figure out what causes sound through
exploration and experimentation,
then build an instrument.
Discovery Place 2018–2019 Homeschool Education Guide
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HEAD TO TOES

SCIENCE OF SPIES

NATURAL DISASTERS

April 8

October 15

March 4

Where does your lunch go? How do
your legs move? Find out in a fun
introduction to how the body works.

Investigate ways to send hidden and
encrypted messages, uncover clues
and sharpen your observation skills.

Explore natural phenomena including
what causes a volcano to erupt
and how earthquakes happen.

TEST LAB

MICROBES & MORE

STORM THE CASTLE

May 6

November 5

March 18

Find the best material for the job
by exploring and testing different
materials to learn about their
characteristics and potential uses.

Use microscopes and discover small
science as you fight germs, explore
a water droplet and more.

Use the engineering design process to
build the strongest wall to withstand
a siege and create a catapult
that can launch high and far.

CAN YOU HEAR ME?
BACKYARD DETECTIVES

November 19

INSIDE YOUR OUTSIDE

May 20

Understand how sound waves, volume and
pitch affect how we hear sound. Through fun
experiments, find out how sound travels.

April 1

Take a closer look at the clues left behind
by some of our local animal neighbors and
figure out who has been in your backyard.

Explore inside the human body and discover
the amazing systems that keep you alive.

SHORT CIRCUIT
OCEAN EXPLORERS

WEATHER STATION

December 3

June 3

April 8

Find out how electricity works as you
build circuits, test conductors and
insulators and turn the lights on.

Explore the tools used to observe and
predict weather, then use that knowledge
to build a weather station to take home.

Dive in and explore the world’s oceans
to discover remarkable adaptations and
learn ways animals survive in the deep.

ROAMING ROBOTS
JOURNEY INTO SPACE

OUTER SPACE EXPLORATION

December 17

June 10

May 6

Learn how robots process and work
by testing ways to move them through
different obstacle courses.

Investigate the changing phases of the moon,
learn how the sun moves across the sky
(without ever moving) and visit the planets.

ENGINEERING 1,2,3

OCEANOGRAPHY

January 7

May 20

Use the engineering design process to tackle
fun challenges including programming a
remote-control car and building a bridge.

Dive deep into the oceans and uncover
amazing animal adaptations and survival
skills that allow sea life to thrive.

September 10

I LIKE TO MOVE IT, MOVE IT

GARDEN SCIENCE

Get up close to amazing creatures
and learn about habitats, life cycles,
classification and adaptation.

January 14

June 3

Perfect for hands-on learners, explore
forces including push, pull and gravity
during exciting challenges.

Figure out which are the best plants
to grow in your garden and explore
native wildlife as you dig into the soil.

September 17

EVERYTHING MATTERS

JOURNEY INTO SPACE

Become a geologist and follow the rock
cycle to learn about the fascinating
properties of rocks and minerals.

February 4

June 10

Observe and discover the properties
of solids, liquids and gases by
conducting experiments involving
mixing and changing matter.

Explore outer space inside the
StarLab inflatable planetarium and
visit the stars, moon and planets
that light up our nighttime sky.

Explore outer space inside the
StarLab inflatable planetarium and
visit the stars, moon and planets
that light up our nighttime sky.

GRADES 1-2
ANIMAL INVESTIGATION

ROCK ON

DO YOU SEE IT?
October 1
Learn how your eyes work and
communicate with your brain, then test
your brain with optical illusions.

CHEMISTRY 101
February 11
Discover what happens when
things get mixed together to create
exciting chemical reactions.
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GR ADES 3-4
WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE

3D MODELING

PLAYFUL POLYMERS

January 14

June 3

Learn the basics of Tinkercad and use
a 3D printer to print a small object.

Shoelaces and rope can get tangled into
knots, but did you know chemicals can do the
same; get entangled with polymers and more.

September 10
Explore the hydrosphere, observing
water’s three states and how it
moves through our atmosphere.

WEATHER & CLIMATE
September 17
Conduct experiments and apply realworld applications of science concepts
and procedures, as you experience
weather events firsthand.

FUEL UP
February 4
Gain a better understanding of the food you
eat every day through hands-on experiments.

FLEX IT

STARS & CONSTELLATIONS
June 10
Learn about the nighttime constellation
show and how the sky looks from
different parts of the world.

February 11
Explore the structure and function of
the muscular system of the human body
and examine real human specimens.

GRADES 5-6
HOT & COLD

LAYERS OF THE EARTH
October 1

I’VE GOT A FEELING

September 10

Discover the different layers of Earth
and find out what would happen if you
dug a hole thousands of miles deep.

March 4
Go skin-deep and get a closer look at
your skin by exploring the integumentary
system of the human body.

The laws of thermodynamics give us
weather, allow us to cook and keep
our planet warm; learn how energy is
transferred and ways to see heat.

October 15

BONKERS FOR BONES

NANOPARTICLES

Observe the differences between sand,
silt and clay as well as how they combine
to make all the nutrients a plant needs.

March 18

September 17

Explore the structure and function of
the skeletal system of the human body
and examine real human specimens.

The creation of particles smaller than
the eye can see has changed the way
we interact with the world; learn how
they’re already a part of your life.

SECRETS IN THE SOIL

BIOSPHERE
November 5

GROSS SCIENCE

All living things need to interact with
non-living things such as soil, water and
sunlight to create a system to sustain life;
learn what makes a habitat successful
and build your own ecosystem.

April 1
Explore the grosser aspects of the human
body systems during fun activities.

(PH)UN WITH CHEMISTRY
October 1
On a scale of 0-14, where do you fit? Find
out what makes an acid or an alkaline
and how to test items at your home.

EAT YOUR SCIENCE
DIY TERRARIUM

April 8

EARTHQUAKE PROOF

November 19

Does toast taste better then bread?
How do you make butter? What makes
Jello jiggle? Learn the answers and
more in a class about the science of
food and what makes us go ‘yum’.

October 15

Build an ecosystem in a jar; create
a terrarium using plants, rocks and
3D-printed animals and objects.

BUILD-A-BOT
December 3
Build a robot from a pager motor, a coin
cell battery and a toothbrush that can
stay upright and complete a task.

3D-PRINTED CANDY!
Two-Class Program*:
December 17, 2018 & January 7, 2019
An introduction into the world of
confectionary art; cast with sugar, use
3D modeling tools and mold-making
science to create your own candies.

COLORFUL LIGHT
May 6
Dive into a world of color and mix colors of
light and colors of paint, and find out why
they produce two very different results.

MASTERING MAGNETISM
May 20
Get pulled into the world of poles and metals,
find out how Earth produces a magnetic field,
and how to master your own magnetism.

Cultures around the world have
created unique ways to build homes in
earthquake zones, learn how to build a
structure that may survive a quake.

GAS LAWS
November 5
Gas is all around us and follows a particular
set of rules; can you bend and master this
state of matter to fill or empty objects?

GEOLOGY
November 19
Unearth our planet’s unique physical features
through various hands-on activities including
model building, map reading and diagrams.

*Participants are encouraged to take both classes but may join at the second class.
Discovery Place 2018–2019 Homeschool Education Guide

704.372.6261 x300 l discoveryplace.org | 6

WEATHERING & EROSION

MAKE: ENERGY

BACTERIA IN MY MOUTH

December 3

April 1

October 1

Explore the chemical and physical
processes of weathering that enable
erosion in detail using online media and
hands-on laboratory experiments.

Power your understanding of
renewable energy sources by taking
a closer look at wind energy.

Explore the bacterial world found
in your mouth; prepare and stain a
sample to view bacteria from your
own mouth under a microscope.

ONE BIG WORLD
December 17
Engineer and create solutions to current
conservation issues. Build a water filter
out of recyclable materials. The world is
made up of multiple systems that work
together and influence one another.
Learn how human activities greatly
influence these systems and how current
environmental engineers solve them.

REPTILE STUDY
January 7

SPORTS SCIENCE
April 8
Study the body in motion and gain a better
understanding of what it takes to finish
a race, make a basket or score a goal.

OUR BODY’S CLEANERS
May 6
Learn about the structure and function
of the excretory system and create
your own urine-producing system.

TOURING THE BLOOD VESSELS
May 20

Learn all about the world of reptiles and
how researchers study them in the wild. Also
observe the internal anatomy of a turtle.

Learn about blood’s important role, what it’s
made of and how blood types are identified
through a series of hands-on experiments.

FOOD WEBS, CHAINS & PYRAMIDS

EYE SEE YOU

January 14

June 3

Learn the dynamics of a food web, chain
and pyramid in aquatic environments,
and how humans can play an important
role in the health of food webs.

Learn how the eye creates a visual and
more eye-popping aspects of the nervous
system through hands-on experiments
and dissection demonstrations.

THE MAKINGS OF ANIMATION

OUR BODY’S DEFENDERS

Two-class Program*:
February 4 & 11
Create a stunning animated scene in
Blender; learn the fundamentals of 3D
animation and then use your new-found
skills to create a short animation.

SCIENCE OF ARMOR

June 10
Uncover what the immune system does
for you as you learn about antibodies and
allergies through a variety of activities.

GRADES 7-8

March 4
Discuss the evolution of battles and the
need for better protection against emerging
weaponry; experiment with various materials
to design and test your own armor.

SCREEN PRINTING

CELLS IN MOTION
September 10
Explore how and why cells divide
through the process of mitosis; use a
microscope to view different plant and
animal cells undergoing mitosis.

March 18
Learn how screen printers create their
images, burn them onto a screen and print
with ink. You’ll have the chance to make your
own screen-printed item to take home.

EXPLORING GEL
ELECTROPHORESIS
September 17
Learn how gel electrophoresis works
and its role in DNA research. Perform all
the steps involved in gel electrophoresis
from pouring the gel to separating
a sample into smaller parts.

MEDICAL DEVICES
October 15
Learn about various devices in
the medical field; try your hand at
sutures, laparoscopy and more.

CELL MEMBRANE MARVELS
November 5
Explore the structure and function
of the cell membrane through a
series of hands-on experiments.

DISCOVERING DENSITY
November 19
How are density and buoyancy different? Ships
are made of heavy metal, but float, while all
the planets would sink in water but one… test
unknown materials to discover its properties.

RADIATION AROUND US
December 3
Radiation is all around us, keeping you
warm and helping you see; learn about
radiation from distant stars and found
out if they give you superpowers.

BASICS OF SOLDERING
December 17
Melt metal to connect wires and bits
to a circuit board to create a lightup wearable to take home.

EFFICIENCY & ADVANTAGE
January 7
Pulleys, levers and gears are some
simple machines that make our life
easier; find out as you lift heavy objects
and move obstacles with ease.

PROGRAMMING BASICS
January 14
Computers talk in their own language;
understand the difference between
languages and learn the basics of Python.

*Participants are encouraged to take both classes but may join at the second class.
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OIL SPILL CLEAN-UP

MAKE: ENERGY

PHARMACEUTICALS

February 4

Two-class Program*:

January 14

Examine data about the effects of some
of the world’s worst oil spills and model an
oil spill to test materials to clean it up.

June 3 & June 10

Learn more about the world of
pharmaceuticals as you test the effects of
common drugs on heart rates using Daphnia,
a genus of small planktonic crustaceans.

STREAM TEAM
February 11
Observe and evaluate the interactions
between freshwater organisms and
learn about the importance of stream
health and running water using a stream
table and Vernier equipment.

AIR POLLUTION

Learn about renewable energy sources
by designing and building wind turbine
blades, and test their voltage.

GRADES 9-12

GYROSCOPES

3D CANDY POP PORTRAITS

Do some spinning with the laws of physics
and find out the difference between
centripetal and centrifugal forces.

Three-class Program*:
September 10, 17 & October 1
Use 3D scanning to create a self-portrait,
and then print it in edible chocolate.

PRESSURE DIFFERENCES

CAMEO CUTTING

With the right pressure, anything is
possible... melt ice in the cold, inflate
a balloon and even crush a can.

March 4
Learn how much particulate matter is in
our air, determine relationships between
the amount of pollution and location and
develop a plan for improving air quality.

February 4

October 15

February 11

Learn how to use the Cameo cutter
to create 3D objects, buildings,
stickers, wearables and more.

GRAVITY SUCKS

March 18

LIT WEARABLE

Learn how creepy crawlies help solve
crimes and the ten basic rules for insect
collection using forensic entomologist tools.

Gravity -- learn about where it comes from,
how it changes and how to escape it.

November 5

FORENSIC ENTOMOLOGY

BEGINNER MICROBIOLOGY

Learn about electricity, fashion and
programming by using LEDs, conductive
thread and traditional sewing techniques
to create a personalized wearable.

April 1
Study the types of bacteria that grow
during the formation of sauerkraut; identify
characteristics and research the type of
respiratory pathway used by the organisms
to break down the cabbage for energy.

EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY
April 8
Dig up artifacts from excavated historical
sites using reverse engineering and
make replica artifacts through weaving,
pottery making and flint knapping.

SCRATCH PROGRAMMING
May 6
Learn to code with Scratch, a block
programming language developed
by MIT to make video games, music
videos, movies and more.

MOVIE MAGIC
May 20
Learn how out-of-this-world movie moments
were captured before the age of computers
and CGI, and use those skills to create
a colossal scene on a miniature scale.

ENZYME ACTION

March 4

CATALYSTS & REACTIONS
March 18
Almost alchemy -- explore the
fundamentals of chemistry, the reactions
that combine molecules to release
energy and make new materials.

November 19
Explore the structure and function of
enzymes in the human body through
a series of hands-on experiments.

FINDING PATIENT ZERO

FUN WITH LIQUID NITROGEN
April 1
Explore the subzero world; odd
things start happening when you go
below negative 320 degrees.

December 3
Observe the biochemistry behind the
immune system response and use an ELISA
method (enzyme-linked immunosorbent
assay) to identify patient zero.

DNA TO PROTEINS
December 17
Unroll DNA, the blueprint of life and
follow the path of genetic information
as you explore genetic disorders
through a variety of activities.

GENETIC FINGERPRINTING

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN
April 8
Learn the basics of conducting an
experiment and practice critical thinking
skills in an inquiry-based environment.

TRACING THE TOXINS:
BIOACCUMULATION
May 6
Learn about toxic and harmful algal blooms
(HAB). Create your own experiments to test
the effects of nutrients on algal growth and
investigate ways to prevent/eliminate HABs.

January 7
Delve deep into the world of DNA by exploring
the concepts behind PCR (Polymerase Chain
Reaction) techniques; perform a handson experiment using a PCR machine and
gel electrophoresis to solve a mystery.

*Participants are encouraged to take both classes but may join at the second class.
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GRADES 9-12
CONT.
POND ECOLOGY
May 20
Measure physical and chemical characteristics
of different pond sites and collect benthic
invertebrate organisms; interpret patterns
and consider the abiotic and biotic factors.

OCEANOGRAPHY
June 3
Explore the four branches of oceanography:
physical, chemical, marine geology
and biology through hands on inquirybased activities. Then, take a back of
the house tour of our aquarium.

MARINE BIOLOGY
June 10
Explore the diversity of marine life
from large mammals to microorganisms
and learn what it takes to be a marine
biologist as you dissect a squid.

WORKSHOPS

90 Minutes

Multi-session workshops are 90-minute
programs over five days focusing on
a single science topic. Exciting and
educational, workshops allow students to
explore a subject in-depth.

1:00 – 2:30 or 2:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday Afternoons

1 Workshop
$75 Member

$100 Non-Member

4 Workshops
$250 Member

$350 Non-Member

See grade specific times below

GRADES 5-8

GRADES 7-12

ANATOMY

3D DRAWING & PRINTING

October: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
1:00 -2:30 p.m.

October: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
2:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Compare and contrast the human body
with other animals. Through dissections
you will discover how the body is
divided into different systems, and learn
about organs and their function.

Utilize freeware and a rapid prototype
machine to explore concepts of 3D
drawing software basics. Duplicate realworld objects through measurement, and
learn interface basics to prepare files.

ROBOTICS

BIOTECHNOLOGY

May: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
1:00 - 2 :30 p.m.

May: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
2:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Work with LEGO NXT robots to explore the
concepts of robot assembly, simple motion
programming, utilization of sensors, loops
and switches, and devise creative solutions
to complete a set of robot challenges.

Explore the different aspects of the
biotech industry including bacterial
transformation, immunology, DNA
fingerprinting and more during an engaging
series of hands-on experiments.

Discovery Place 2018–2019 Homeschool Education Guide
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EDUCATIONAL FILMS

Approximately 40 minutes
See website for showtimes
$5 with class or workshop
(IMAX only tickets available)

FLYING MONSTERS

BACKYARD WILDERNESS

May 26 – September 3, 2018

December 8, 2018 – June 30, 2019

While dinosaurs walked the earth, monsters
ruled the skies. Just as dinosaurs began
their domination of Earth, pterosaurs
ruled the prehistoric skies. Some with
wingspans as long as a modern jet plane,
these flying reptiles were as spectacular in
appearance as they were amazing in flight.
The story of how and why these mysterious
creatures took to the air is more fantastical
than any fiction. Join world-renowned
naturalist and documentary filmmaker David
Attenborough as he sets out to uncover the
truth about the enigmatic pterosaurs.

Discover the unexpected wonders of nature
that are right under our noses - in our own
backyards. Spanning a seasonal year around a
suburban home, the film displays a stunning
array of unique wildlife images and behavior all captured by cameras mounted inside dens
and nests, and moving along the forest floor
and pond bottom, to reveal its inhabitants
in rare and breathtaking intimacy. Follow
Katie, a young girl, and her modern family
living next to the woods who are blind to the
real-life spectacle around them, absorbed by
an array of electronic devices in their busy
lives. Katie gradually discovers the intricate
secrets that nature has hidden. See firsthand
that Wi-Fi is not the only connection that
matters and that sometimes in ordinary
places, you can uncover extraordinary
things - you just need to step outside

OCEANS: OUR BLUE PLANET
July 14, 2018 – February 1, 2019
Go on an undersea adventure of a lifetime.
Using OceanX’s research vessel, the Alucia, as
the base of operations, filmmakers hopscotch
from the frigid waters of Earth’s polar regions
to the brightly-lit tropical waters of the IndoPacific. As the journey progresses, you are
drawn into an unfolding story of the beauty
and fragility of the ocean and its inhabitants.

WILD AFRICA
September 8, 2018 – March 2019
Take a journey through the magical realms
of Africa, to discover the fascinating secrets
of this enchanted kingdom. Experience the
spectacular thermal geysers that help turn
thousands of flamingos pink, and create
the perfect conditions for them to breed;
how elephants navigate scorched plains to
find hidden water; and why it snows on the
equator. It’s an adventure where you will truly
believe the real world is more extraordinary.

PANDAS
Opens March 2019
At Chengdu Panda Base in China, scientists
are dedicated to protecting the species
by breeding adult giant pandas in order
to introduce cubs into the wild. Join Qian
Qian on an exciting new adventure in the
mountains of Sichuan as she takes her
first steps outside her protected habitat,
discovering her true animal nature…even as
she faces the challenges of the unknown.

Discovery Place 2018–2019 Homeschool Education Guide
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NAT GEO LIVE

A Partnership between Discovery Place
and Blumenthal Performing Arts Center

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
McGlohon Theater, Spirit Square

Presented by CompuCom

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Special themed activities at
Discovery Place Science

$17 per students and chaperones
Lunch available for purchase at
Curiosity Café or bring your own
(lunch space is available but must
be reserved in advance)

CORAL KINGDOMS AND
EMPIRES OF ICE

VIEW FROM ABOVE

ON THE TRAIL OF BIG CATS

David Doubilet and Jennifer Hayes

Terry Virts

Steve Winter

January 29, 2019

March 26, 2019

Step back, about 220 miles from Earth,
and experience our planet from a new
perspective. Gain a deeper understanding
of our planet’s beauty, climate and place in
the universe from former International Space
Station Commander Terry Virts who took
hours of video and hundreds of thousands
of still images from the station’s 360-degree
viewing module. As a NASA astronaut, pilot
of the space shuttle Endeavour and crew
member on the Russian Soyuz spacecraft,
Virts spend 200 consecutive days in space –
one of the longest continuous space missions
of any NASA astronaut.

Go around the world in search of big cats with
award-winning photographer Steve Winter.
A determined explorer, Winter will lead you
from the Asian jungles where resilient tiger
populations persist, to the Himalaya, home
of the rare snow leopard. Follow him into
the rainforests of Latin America to view the
elusive jaguar – and to Hollywood in pursuit
of the American cougar. He’ll share both
dangerous and lighter moments: from getting
stuck in quicksand to mishaps with remotecontrolled cameras. Co-author of the National
Geographic book Tigers Forever, Winter’s
mission is to share the beauty of big cats while
working to save them.

October 23, 2018
Explore rarely seen undersea worlds with
two photographers who create a visual voice
for the world’s oceans. David Doubilet and
his wife and underwater partner, Jennifer
Hayes, spent one remarkable year on
assignment, exploring three unique marine
environments for National Geographic. Join
them to explore the rich and diverse waters
of Kimbe Bay, Papua New Guinea, part of the
“coral triangle.” Follow them into the world
beneath the Antarctic ice, then north to the
Gulf of St. Lawrence to see whales, wolfish
and harp seals. Together, they’ll go beyond
the published stories to share the reality of
“behind-the-camera” adventures.
After the presentation, visit Discovery Place
Science as we dive deeper into the Coral
Kingdoms. Discover how corals reproduce
and the journey they take to go from larvae to
adults. Engage in activities to learn of some
challenges corals face across our oceans
including ocean acidification, climate change
and pollution. Before you go, be sure to
come up close with the Candy Cane Coral
in our touch tank, discover tools of the trade
and see our collection of coral artifacts.

After the presentation, fly over to Discovery
Place Science to go beyond earth and learn all
about our solar system! How long is a day on
Mars, what do you weigh in space and what’s
your space height? Explore the wonders of
the universe by relaxing under the stars in the
Star Lab and have a look through a telescope.
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End your safari adventure at Discovery
Place Science where it’s all about CATS
both big and small! Identify the genetic and
physical adaptations that make both wild
and domestic cats the way they are. Get
hands on and dirty with what comes out
of the front end of some and the back end
of all cats. Classify species based on teeth
replicas and explore our collection of large
cat furs and skulls with our Collections staff.
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