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Letter from the President & Board cHair

What does it mean to be magnetic? In strictly scientific terms, a magnet 

produces a field, which then applies a force of attraction to objects in 

the field. Culturally, to be magnetic implies that others are drawn to you 

and that you, in turn, are attracted to others. At Discovery Place, we think 

magnetism in the community is the most powerful force one can attain, 

and this year we began a quest to seek a new level of attraction and, 

ultimately, value for our community.

Our new strategic agenda, adopted early in the year, aims to make 

science a highly relevant force in our region. From programs that attract 

children and youth into the sciences to exciting new opportunities 

for adults, like Science on the Rocks, Discovery Place is dedicated to 

becoming a powerful nexus of learning for all.

One of the key priorities this year was the new Discovery Place Education Studio, our educator professional 

development program. During the first year of operations, we provided dynamic training for nearly 1,900 educators. 

Located in a newly renovated facility on our uptown campus, this program positions Discovery Place as a national 

leader in the service and training of teachers – what a great way to become more magnetic to the professionals who 

are on the front lines of preparing the next generation of STEM leaders!

Strong, magnetic relationships with families, schools, neighborhoods and other organizations are at the heart of 

what makes Discovery Place thrive. From outreach and public programs in disadvantaged communities across North 

Carolina to innovative learning opportunities in our Museums to new “pop-up” science programs in neighborhood 

stores, our commitment to learning is a 365-day-a-year endeavor.

None of this impactful work would be possible without a committed Board of Trustees, a passionate team of staff 

and volunteers and dedicated donors, supporters, families, schools and communities working alongside us. Thank 

you for joining with us to inspire curiosity, transform learning and engage our community in science, technology and 

nature. We hope you will enjoy reading about the results of our united efforts and see that the work we are doing 

together is making a difference.

With positive energy,

Catherine Wilson Horne

President & CEO

Rich Campbell

Chair, Board of Trustees

nAtionAl Recognition

In 2015, Discovery Place, Inc. achieved reaccreditation by the  

American Alliance of Museums (AAM), the highest national standard  

for a museum. Just 6% of the nation’s 17,500 museums achieve  

accreditation which recognizes a commitment to excellence, accountability,  

high professional standards and continued institutional improvement.

Accreditation is a significant achievement,  

of which both the institutions and the  

communities they serve can be extremely proud.

American Alliance President and Chief Executive Officer Laura L. Lott



A magnet’s most notable property is the force it produces that attracts 
and pulls other objects closer to it. Similarly, Discovery place creates 
programs and builds opportunities to pull community audiences into its 
sphere of learning.

Powerful attractions

On the rare occasions we’ve had the funds 

to make a field trip to Discovery Place or 

Charlotte Nature Museum, our children  

asked to live there.

Claire Tate,  
Board Chair for Charlotte Bilingual Preschool

Welcome 
Opens  
the Doors
For many Charlotteans, a trip to Discovery 

Place has long been a family tradition 

and an occasion for shared learning 

and inspiration. But many families in the 

community do not have the opportunity 

to visit and engage together. This year, 

Discovery Place changed that paradigm as 

it launched Welcome, a community access 

program. Beginning December 15, 2014, 

recipients of EBT cards or holders of WIC 

vouchers were invited to experience any 

Museum in the Discovery Place family for $1 

per person. Guests are welcome any day of 

the week, any time of the year, and may visit 

as often as they like.

Discovery Place developed partnerships 

with local community organizations that 

work with underserved populations such 

as the Mecklenburg County Department 

of Social Services, Loaves & Fishes, Habitat 

for Humanity and the Charlotte Bilingual 

Preschool to develop the program and to 

inform their clients. Once launched, the 

word spread quickly and in just the first 

six months of operation, Discovery Place 

welcomed 19,000 new friends into its 

community of curious thinkers.

Adults Become  
Kids Again
Play like a kid. Party like an adult. 

This was the invitation issued to the  

young adults of Charlotte in early July.  

The response was overwhelming at the 

Museum’s first after-hours, adults-only party, 

Science on the Rocks. More than 2,200 

adults indulged in that first night of reverie 

where they learned about propulsion by 

playing Catapult Beer Pong and about the 

properties of matter with Liquid Nitrogen 

Wine Slushies. 

Science on the Rocks is held the third 

Friday of the month and features a different 

theme with associated activities and lots 

of opportunities for costumes. Guests got 

hands-on with Halloween at Fright at the 

Museum (October); dressed in Steampunk 

for Gears and Beers (November); got a first 

look at the new Illusion exhibition at Smoke 

& Mirrors (February); explored all things 

green during Emerald City (March) and more. 

The Science on the Rocks events opened 

Discovery Place’s doors to both a new and 

old audience of visitors; many participants 

reported this as their first visit to the 

Museum and others said that it was their  

first time back since visiting as a child.  

In its first year, more than 15,000 adults 

came to party, got to play and left feeling 

that Discovery Place was their place too.

          @Theclassyhippie_  

Tonight I ate a cricket, watched a sheep eyeball 

get dissected, played with starfish & lit my hand 

on fire. #DiscoveryPlace #Charlotte #queencity 

#ScienceOnTheRocks #weremarriedpeople 

#jellyfish #lovesurprises



Educators Find 
Inspiration 
In June 2015, Discovery Place Education 

Studio, the Museum’s professional 

development program for educators, 

ended the first year of operations in its new 

home at Bank of America STEM Center 

for Career Development. Nearly 1,900 

educators from throughout the Carolinas 

and beyond participated in Education 

Studio programs to build skills and become 

stronger teachers of science, technology, 

engineering and math.

It was a year of many firsts for the 

Education Studio. The program’s signature 

offering, STEM Fellows, engaged its first 

cohort in the Sandhills region of North 

Carolina with support from Duke Energy 

Foundation. These educators took their 

first step in a program of skill building, field 

experiences, technology education and 

research. April brought the launch of the 

first Carolinas STEM Conference as part  

of the North Carolina Science Festival.  

The sold-out conference introduced 

educators to new hands-on technologies 

and emerging ideas for the classroom. 

Discovery Place Education Studio also 

began work as a partner in Appalachian 

State’s GEAR UP program, a grant from 

the U.S. Department of Energy. As part of 

the program, the Education Studio will be 

providing STEM professional development 

and other support to Western North 

Carolina teachers who collectively serve 

more than 14,000 rural students.

None of this would have been possible 

without the support of the Education Studio’s 

founding partners – Bank of America, Duke 

Energy Foundation, UTC Aerospace Systems 

and OrthoCarolina – as well as many others. 

We are grateful for their generosity, passion 

and vision that is helping us to strengthen K-12 

education in the Carolinas.

The program not only gave me the content 

or pedagogy that I needed to develop STEM 

lessons, but it also inspired me to teach  

with that same passion that would make  

my students want to question more and  

dig deeper.

Jackie Lane, Kannapolis City Schools and STEM Fellow

Kids Meet  

Kindergarten
The transition to kindergarten is an 

important step in a young child’s life and 

can set the stage for future success in 

school. In August, Discovery Place KIDS 

launched Countdown to Kindergarten, a 

program to help families actively participate 

in their child’s education and to help young 

learners get ready for that first big day.

Initially created in Boston, Countdown 

to Kindergarten is becoming a national 

grassroots effort to celebrate and support 

the developmental milestone of beginning 

formal schooling. Discovery Place KIDS in 

Huntersville and Rockingham joined the 

endeavor this year with a free program 

developed in connection with Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Schools and Richmond 

County Schools. 

Families of rising kindergartners were 

invited to the Museums to learn about 

the school day experience. Together they 

had opportunities to sit on a school bus, 

practice carrying a lunch tray, meet local 

teachers, learn scissor safety, get ready 

to read with story time and much more. 

Community partners were on hand at both 

Museums to help families explore healthy 

lunch options, after-school programs, early 

reading activities and child safety. Families 

embraced the opportunity to familiarize 

their children with school skills and to build 

excitement for the first day with more than 

850 guests participating in Huntersville and 

200 in Rockingham.

For anyone who missed Discovery Place KIDS’ 

Countdown to Kindergarten event last week, 

it was awesome! Hope this becomes an annual 

LKN event, getting our little ones ready for their 

next chapters.

Ballas Chiropractic Whole Health Wellness Center



Wonder. First through the eyes of my children visiting Charlotte 

Nature Museum’s butterflies. Later I enjoyed the world-class 

exhibits like Dead Sea Scrolls and BODY WORLDS. Today, like the 

20-somethings, I check out Science on the Rocks and play with the 

exhibits. I find Discovery Place always brings out the kid in me, and I 

just find myself saying “WOW”.
 
Victor Fields, Trustee

The initiative that sustains my leadership is the Welcome program. With the support of 

our loyal and generous donors, Discovery Place is able to remove financial barriers from 

the wonder of science. This investment in community access already is paying significant 

dividends in the lives of low-income children and their families.

Dianne Chipps Bailey, Trustee 

 I love what Discovery Place allows me 

to do. I am responsible for engaging my 

community in fun and playful learning! 

Each day I meet someone new who is 

experiencing the magic of Discovery Place 

for the first time and it’s captivating to 

watch.

Charla Fields, Director, Public Experiences

 Discovery Place is so much fun 

you forget it is an educational 

science museum. You never 

know what you’ll discover at 

Discovery Place!

Visitor

We’ve been to Discovery Place many, many 

times, but it never gets old. There’s always 

some new special exhibit to enthrall and 

educate people of all ages. The Museum 

offers an abundance of interactive, hands-on 

experiences that make science and technology 

real and accessible for all.

Visitor

I brought my sons here many times as children to enjoy the Museum. 

Now that they are adults, I have returned to give back to our 

community as a volunteer. I greatly enjoy working with the staff 

and other volunteers, as well as working with local kids, parents, 

grandparents and international visitors. Very rewarding! 

Shelley Stout, Volunteer

What Attracts You  
to Discovery Place?



729,951 
Total Visitors

760,791 
Website Visitors

3,840,336 
Pageviews

By the numbers

11,132  

Twitter Followers

10,470  
Member Households

16,655  

Facebook Followers

799 

Birthday Parties

189 

Camps

1,836 

Classes

654 

Outreach 
Programs

540 
Games of 

Rat Basketball

19,141 

Welcome visitors  
equal to $225,000 

of admission

15,416 

Adults at 11 Science  
on the Rocks events

132,595 
Student Interactions 

68% on-site and 32% off-site

1,877  
Educators at Discovery Place Education 

Studio Workshops

261 
Volunteers

13,360 
Volunteer Hours

7 volunteers  
working more than 

30 years

Reach                 Programs                  Service



One of the top science museums in 

the nation and one of Charlotte’s most 

popular destinations, Discovery Place 

invites visitors to get their hands on 

science and to understand its power 

to transform the ordinary into the 

extraordinary. With interactive exhibitions, 

investigative labs, informative programs 

and events, the Museum showcases the 

wonders of science in the everyday.

The year began with an experience 

that sent visitors out of this world, Alien 

Worlds and Androids, and ended with an 

exhibition that took guests out of their 

minds, Illusion: Nothing Is At It Seems. 

In between, we experimented with art, 

science and innovation in Dinosaurs in 

Motion and celebrated Dino Days with 

dino digs and laser cut T-Rex puzzles. With 

the generous support of Cognizant, we 

expanded our Maker program with the new 

Innovate 301 workshops, free public events 

where guests tinkered with tools, engaged 

with engineering and got creative with 

crafts. And, Charlotte’s other basketball 

team took to the court again as one of 

Discovery Place’s most popular programs, 

Rat Basketball, tipped off in the Museum.

Discovery Place educators were busy 

in the labs and on the road. Educators 

taught more than 530 classes in the 

Explore More labs while the Discovery 

Place ScienceReach team delivered 650 

programs to schools throughout the region.

Discovery Place KIDS-Huntersville nurtures 

wonder and curiosity through play, allowing 

kids to be creative and explore the world, 

building a foundation for a lifelong love of 

learning. The Museum’s physical setting in 

the town center of Huntersville is reflected 

inside where the learning areas are situated 

as a small town where children explore the 

many things that they CAN do.

From the stage of the Museum’s Town 

Hall, Discovery Place KIDS staff led more 

than 700 daily shows throughout the 

year featuring everything from puppet 

shows to sing-alongs to dance parties. 

Daily programming helped young visitors 

celebrate the seasons, special events and 

the holidays, including pumpkin exploration, 

apple tasting and dinosaur eggs. The 

inaugural New Year’s at Noon celebration 

drew 1,072 young visitors who made crafts, 

sang songs, danced with Can Can and then 

floated into the New Year with a balloon 

drop. For the first time, Discovery Place 

KIDS-Huntersville participated in the North 

Carolina Science Festival. Young children 

learned about the coral reef ecosystem and 

then got dirty in the Learning Garden for 

Earth Day festivities. The year ended with a 

bubble celebration as Huntersville resident 

Steve Langley appeared on the Town Hall 

Stage to break the world record for most 

soap bubbles linked together and to teach 

visitors about bubble science.

An adventure in learning-through-play, 

Discovery Place KIDS-Rockingham 

encourages children to ask questions,  

build skills and play with new ideas.  

Located in the heart of downtown 

Rockingham, the Museum and the 

community work hand-in-hand to create 

opportunities for families to experiment  

in the present and explore their futures.

As the Museum celebrated its second 

birthday, we launched a new partnership 

with the Foundation for FirstHealth. 

Together we hosted Run for the Ribbons, 

a fundraiser that encouraged a healthy 

and active lifestyle and that benefitted 

both organizations. Nearly 200 runners 

participated in the 5K and 1K races 

through the City which ended with a 

celebration at the Museum. Sandhills 

Farm to Table Cooperative helped extend 

the message about healthy living by 

providing programming throughout the 

year to educate guests about the value of 

locally-grown, healthy food. The City of 

Rockingham partnered with the Richmond 

Community Foundation and Cole 

Foundation to build Hitchcock Place across 

the street, a new indoor lunch facility for 

groups who visit the Museum. 

We had such a great trip! The students wrote 

and drew about their favorite motion activity 

when they returned, and it was fun to see their 

responses. They were all different but detailed 

and excited about what they learned. We will 

definitely come again!

Educator

My children are so used to having things fed 

to them. There’s such potential for imaginative 

mindfulness here. Let this be a place where 

imaginations fill in the blanks. 

Charlotte Nature Museum Visitor

Such an awesome and fun place for the kiddos 

to learn and explore. We were visiting family, 

and we went 4x to take our little one. He loved 

it! Wish they had one in every city/town.

Daisy Miranda

Magnetic poles are the points in the magnetic field where the force is the strongest. A visit to a DiscoveryPlace museum provides  

a powerful and immersive experience with hands-on activities, world-class exhibitions and energetic programs for guests of all ages.Magnetic Poles

Nestled in a park setting that is one of 

Charlotte’s natural treasures, Charlotte 

Nature Museum encourages visitors to 

discover the wonder of nature and develop 

an appreciation of the living and natural 

worlds. Through hands-on programming, 

interactions with native plants and animals 

and interactive play experiences, Charlotte 

Nature Museum connects children and 

families to the natural world.

Programming highlights from the year 

include the annual Boo Bash and 

Groundhog Day, where we introduced a 

new Queen Charlotte to the City. More 

than 9,000 young students visited the 

Museum and many participated in more 

than 200 classes that give young children 

their first exposure to the animal lifecycle. 

As the Museum approaches its 70th 

birthday in 2016, we undertook a Master 

Planning process to begin to imagine a new 

future for Charlotte Nature Museum. We 

surveyed the site and building; engaged 

and listened to the community, neighbors, 

educators and volunteers; and researched 

peer organizations statewide and nationally. 

All of these insights will be brought 

together to develop a vision for the future 

of Charlotte Nature Museum as it gets set 

to enter its eighth decade of service to the 

Charlotte community.

This is the difference between getting a 

lecture on a subject vs. being able to roll up 

your sleeves and actually seeing the principles 

involved. I love this place.

Daniel B. 



A current flowing through a wire produces a magnetic field, and the 
strength of the field is proportional to the strength of the current.  
Similarly, Discovery Place creates currents by strengthening the flow  
of knowledge through our participants and out into the community.

Strong currents

ScienceReach 
Rolls From 
Rockingham
Discovery Place KIDS-Rockingham hit 

the road to bring hands-on science 

programming to the Sandhills community. 

The new ScienceReach program, made 

possible by The Cole Foundation and 

Richmond Community Foundation, enabled 

the Museum to deliver popular programs 

such as Sound is Vibration for grades pre- 

K through 2 and Forces and Motion for 

grades 3 through 8 in a cost-effective way 

to schools throughout the region. Beginning 

in November, Rockingham-based educators 

traveled the area and delivered 68 classes 

reaching more than 1,000 students.

Equipped with a new vehicle, ScienceReach 

educators also visited neighborhoods, 

festivals, community centers and churches. 

Get Ready 
with Words
Working in collaboration with Charlotte 

Mecklenburg Library and Community 

School of the Arts, Discovery Place 

launched Get Ready with Words, a 

community-based, vocabulary-building 

program for young children. Generously 

supported by PNC Grow Up Great,  

a multi-city, multi-year early childhood 

initiative, the Get Ready with Words 

project aims to help young children from 

under-resourced communities build early 

literacy skills so that they can succeed in 

kindergarten and beyond.

The two-year project focuses its work 

in two Charlotte neighborhoods – Grier 

Heights and Montclaire South – offering 

programs and support at community 

locations. Families were recruited to attend 

weekly programs, a special week-long 

Camp and public outreach events where 

they participated in storytelling, games, 

songs and other vocabulary-building 

activities. Take-home materials such as 

books, posters, learning resources and 

brochures were distributed at each event 

to encourage at-home learning. A broader 

community awareness campaign included 

a new Get Ready with Words website, an 

advertising campaign and media outreach.

In its first year, Get Ready with Words 

served 114 families including 218 children 

and the program is having success in 

raising awareness and changing behaviors 

in the participating families. In interviews 

conducted with families, 90% of those 

responding said that they had made a 

change or tried something new at home 

as a result of attending a Get Ready with 

Words event, and more than half reported 

that their child’s skills or interests had 

changed as a result of the program.

Through these community events including 

Relay for Life of Richmond County, 

the Christmas Parade in Chesterfield, 

Seaboard Festival in Hamlet, a community 

blood drive in Scotland County and more, 

the Discovery Place KIDS-Rockingham 

team interacted with approximately 6,000 

young people and adults. The program also 

established a relationship with the Boys 

and Girls Club of the Sandhills to keep 

kids engaged and learning through the 

summer months. With additional funding 

from CommunityOne Foundation, students 

experienced ScienceReach programs at 

their Club and then enjoyed a day of fun at 

the Museum.

Every night now we read a book from the 

program. We are always reminding our 

children of the words used in the program. 

Montclaire South family



$100,000+
Arts & Science Council

Bank of America Corporation

Burroughs Wellcome Fund

City of Charlotte

The Cole Foundation

PNC Foundation

Grassroots Science Museums Collaborative

Publix Super Markets Charities

Richmond Community Foundation

Andrea & Sean Smith

$50,000 - $99,999
American Airlines

Appalachian State University

Charlotte Ballet

Foundation For The Carolinas

Lynette & Bill Morrissett

$25,000 - $49,999
Aetna Foundation

American Schlafhorst Foundation, Inc.

Cognizant Technology Solutions

Emery Wister Endowment Fund

Mecklenburg County

MetLife Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
American Airlines Education Foundation

American AV

AXA Equitable

Balfour Beatty Construction

BASF

Bosch

Hugh & Freida Cathey

City of Rockingham

Hilary & Martin Davidson

Heidi & Lee Fite

The Foundation of FirstHealth

Goodrich Foundation

Susan & Bob Hambright

Kelly Katterhagen & Lawrence Nabatoff

Joan Lorden & Lawrence Mays

Katherine & Paul Rutledge

TIAA-CREF

$7,500 - $9,999 
Nelson & Michelle Cosgrove

Novant Health, Inc.

The Peninsula Community Foundation

Piedmont Natural Gas

Larry & Dale Polsky

$5,000 - $7,499
AREVA NP, Inc.

Biogen Idec Foundation

Rich & Tracey Campbell

Charlotte Hornets

Grattan Pest Solutions

Chris & Nicole Perri 

Piedmont Natural Gas Foundation

Michael & Debra Seelig

Something Classic Café

$2,500 - $4,999
3M

Adams Outdoor Advertising Company of Charlotte

Philip & Amy Blumenthal

Cameron Carmichael

The Cardea Group

Carolinas HealthCare Foundation

The CommunityOne Foundation

C.W. and Catherine Gilchrist Endowment Fund

Pat & Kathy Dean

Deloitte

Dixon & Gaines Douglas

Duke Energy Corporation

Event Network

Fifth Third Bank 

Martin & Leah Foley

Goulston Technologies, Inc.

Robert & Alice Hanes

Harold M. and Adeline S. Morrison Family Foundation

HDR

Catherine Horne

Michael & Shanon Jones

Learning RX

Midrex Technologies, Inc.

Moore & Van Allen, PLLC

NASCAR Foundation

North Star Philanthropic Private Foundation, Inc.

Pee Dee Electric Membership Corporation

PNC

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.

Rodgers

Shurtape Technologies, LLC

SPX Corporation

UNC-Charlotte

$1,000 - $2,499
Ace Family Chiropractic

Dianne & Brian Bailey

Thomas & Pam Barnhardt

BB&T

Pat & Cary Campbell

Charlotte Center City Partners

Charlotte Chamber of Commerce

Bruce Clayton & Faye McLamb

Jeff Cohen & Judy Seldin-Cohen

Amy & Alfred Dawson

Alvaro & Donna de Molina

Ronald & Jane Dennis

Diamonds Direct

The Dickson Foundation, Inc.

Deanna & Jonathan Dycus 

Electrolux North America

Forbo Siegling, LLC

Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish Community

Sarah B. Gambrell

GE Foundation

William & Patricia Gorelick

Griffith Real Estate

The Guild of Discovery Place, Inc.

Robyn & Otis Hamilton

Carolyn Herndon

Jack & Carlene Holder

HomeServices Lending, LLC

Husqvarna

Gayle & Dwain Lanier

Stacy Lesley & Colin Bryan

Lowe’s

Stuart & Allison Malter

The Mattei Foundation

McGladrey

Thomas & Sally Moore

Tadd Morganti

Leonor D. Neisler

Sonja & Richard Nichols

Party Reflections

Joan & Scott Philipp

Polymers Center of Excellence

PowerHouse Recycling, Inc.

Julio Ramirez & Annie Porges

Jeffrey & Rebecca Roman

Ronald & Paulette Sherrill

Tom & Libba Stephenson

Katie & Derik Swanson

The Taste of Huntersville Inc.

Stephanie Taylor

Troy & Anna Tozzi

Two Men and a Truck

United Way of Richmond County

Windermere Insurance Group

Michael Wattenbarger

The Wells Fargo Foundation

Kim & Karen Western

York County Community Foundation

Thomas & Mary Zweng

thank you

We gratefully acknowledge these individuals, foundations, organizations and corporations 

whose annual gifts have helped to support Discovery place, charlotte nature Museum, 

Discovery place KiDS-Huntersville and Discovery place KiDS-Rockingham.



Unrestricted Operations Revenue

$15,527,840

Financials July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

Unrestricted Operations Expenditures 

$15,059,673   

l Admission and Programs

l Membership 

l Other Earned Revenue

l Arts & Science Council

l Other Contributions

l Net Assets Released from Restrictions

l Government Support

l Government Commitment for Buildings/Services

l City of Charlotte Renovation Support

l Government Awards

*Does not include temporarily  

restricted contributions $929,709

l Exhibits and Theatres

l Programs and Collections

l Guest Services and Amenities

l Marketing and Communications

l Management and General

l Advancement

*Does not include depreciation $3,645,164

Volunteers & Staff
Full Time Staff      102 

 
Part Time Staff      63

Volunteers      261

Total Staff & Volunteers   426 

Museum Space (sq. feet)
Discovery Place     180,500 

Charlotte Nature Museum   14,000 

Discovery Place KIDS-Huntersville  24,500 

Discovery Place KIDS-Rockingham  17,300

Attendance
Discovery Place     419,988 

Charlotte Nature Museum   69,065 

Discovery Place KIDS-Huntersville  164,010 

Discovery Place KIDS-Rockingham  34,458 

ScienceReach & Other Offsite Programs  42,430 

Total Attendance    729,951 

Membership
Member Households    10,470

19%

25%

32%

8%

3%
13%
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ouR MiSSion
We inspire curious thinkers to discover the 
wonders of science, technology and nature.


