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When I told people, I was 
going to Colombia, they 
thought I was nuts! You 
should have seen some of 
the looks I got. Well, as 
it turns out…long gone 
are the days of the cartels, 
chaos and violence, at least 
from what I had observed. 
Depicted in the hit Netflix 
Show, “Narcos”, the notori-
ous Pablo Escobar wreaked 
havoc on the people of Co-
lombia for years. But after 
his death in 1993 the coun-
try aggressively cracked 
down on the violence and 
drug smuggling that Co-
lombia has become notori-
ous for.

   

    After departing Miami 
on a 4-hour flight, the ad-
venture began in Cartage-
na, a coastal city lined with 
beaches in the North-East 
corner of Colombia. The 
rich history of Cartagena 
is what fascinated me the 
most, though. The Cuidad 
Antigua or “Old City” is sur-
rounded by 11 kilometers of 
stone wall built sometime in 
the early 1530’s by the Span-
ish Colonists bringing Ca-
tholicism and Conquest to 
the New World. 

San Felipe, a fortress, built 
high on a hill within the 
walls of the city, was start-
ed in 1536 and ominously 
watches over the city and 
serves as its protector to 

this day.  The same Spanish 
colonists that built Carta-
gena, built St. Augustine, as 
well. In fact, the city itself, 
reminded me a lot of St. Au-
gustine, with its beautiful 
Spanish colonial architec-
ture, cantilevered balconies 
stretching over the cobble-
stone streets, rich colors 
adorning the buildings as 
well as the bright pink and 
purple flowers of the creep-
ing bougainvillea. The city 
was alive with history! How-
ever, Las Cucarachas (the 
Cockroaches as I call them) 
were EVERYWHERE! Sell-
ing hats and sunglasses and 
handmade trinkets and ci-
gars and maracas and mas-
sages and whatever else you 
could possibly think of. 
Unfortunately, the enchant-
ment of the city was defi-
nitely tarnished somewhat 
by these…”Cucarachas”.

   After a 4 day stay in Carta-
gena, we were off to Bogota, 
the capital of the country. 
What a stark difference 
there was between Carta-
gena and Bogota. High up in 
the Andes Mountain Range, 
the city seemed clean and 
industrialized. The people 
appeared much more so-
phisticated and wealthier. 

      It was August, 2009 when 
Savannah Court Financial 
Advisors was formed and 
since then there have been 
some bumps in the road as 
well as growing pains. But 
every step of the way, it’s 
lead to positive change. This 
August marks our 12-year 
anniversary and I just want 
to sincerely THANK all of 
our clients for your contin-
ued trust you’ve placed in 
our firm. Happy Summer!

Respectfully, 
Scott Weidman, CFP®

It's Not The Colombia You May Have Expected

Though, we were only there 
one night, I didn’t notice any 
Cucarachas at all. The day was 
cool and the evening even 
chillier, in the 50’s. During our 
short visit to Bogota, we had 
the opportunity to ride a cable 
car to the top of the mountain, 
Monserrate, to explore the 
church with a beautiful vista 
overlooking the entire city of 
Bogota. We stepped out of the 
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Insurance
➢ Life Insurance (term, variable, universal 
and whole)
➢ Long Term Disability Insurance
➢ Long Term Care Insurance
➢ Buy / Sell Funding
➢ Business Overhead Expense Insurance
 
Services
➢ Hourly Consulting
➢ Retirement Projections and Evaluation
➢ Income Planning
➢ Asset Allocation and Risk Management

Investments
➢ Mutual Funds
➢ Variable Annuities
➢ Equity Indexed Annuities
➢ Fixed Annuities
➢ Stocks / Bonds
➢ Public Non Traded REIT’s (real estate 
investment trusts)

Account Types
➢ Fee Based Advisory Accounts
➢ Brokerage Accounts
➢ Third Party Money Managers
➢ 401k Rollovers
➢ IRA’s and Roth IRA’s

Phone: 386-308-5842
Fax: 866-840-3866
Mobile: 386-299-2893
E m a i l : s c o t t . w e i d m a n @
jwcemail.com
340 S. Beach Street, Suite #128, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Evenings and Saturdays available 
by appointment.

Hurricane Preparedness

Summer Classes Are In Session

Our service offerings

Contact the office
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Hurricane season starts June 1st and 
ends November 30th, so we’re right in 
the middle of it. Every year, the NOAA 
seems to predict more and more activ-
ity, so I thought I would share a simple 
checklist, so you don’t get caught, un-
prepared.

All items are suggested 3 days supply
•	 Water (one gallon per person)
•	 Fill bathtub (water to flush toilet)
•	 Non-Perishable Food (manual can 

opener)
•	 Flashlight
•	 Battery Powered Radio

•	 Batteries
•	 First Aid Kit
•	 Medication (prescriptions)
•	 Personal Documents (this is 

where that 12 Aspects Flash-
drive comes in really handy)

•	 Cell Phone and Charger
•	 Extra Cash
•	 Camera (taking pictures before 

and after)
Also, don’t forget to take photos of 
the contents of your home, so if an 
issue with an insurance claim aris-
es, you can prove you owned it and 
its condition.  

   Our firm had the opportunity 
to sponsor, both a breakfast and a 
lunch, for the teachers of Matan-
zas High School in Flagler County. 
Over the years, we’ve had a great 
collaborative relationship with Fla-
gler County Schools, teaching the 
teachers about their retirement 
and the Florida Retirement Sys-
tem. So, it was only fitting to sup-
port their summertime efforts and 
give back. Thank you Flagler! I 
look forward to many more years.

tel:+13863085842
tel:+13862992893
mailto:scott.weidman@jwcemail.com
mailto:scott.weidman@jwcemail.com
http://www.savannahcourtfinancialadvisors.com/contact
http://www.savannahcourtfinancialadvisors.com/contact
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Tip Of The Month
    If you’ve reached FRA (Full Retire-
ment Age) and decided to go into DROP 
at the end of the school year in July but 
aren’t sure you made the right decision, 
you have only one month after your 
DROP participation begins to cancel 
your DROP participation. To cancel 
your participation, your employer must 
agree to rescind your previously es-
tablished DROP termination date and 
submit form DP-VOID. For more Tips 
and Strategies check out our upcoming 
classes at www.FRSWorkShop.com 

cable car and within just 
a few steps ascending a 
stone stairway, my heart 
was throbbing in my 
chest and I looked back 
over my shoulder. Frank 
was bent over, hands 
on his knees, just try-
ing to catch his breath. 
At 10,000 feet above sea 
level, there was no air to 
breath! That was certain-
ly a first for me.  
   The next day, we em-
barked on a 2-and-a-half 
hour car ride, through 
the winding mountains 
on our way to the town 
of Cucaita. It was a Sun-
day and what would nor-
mally be a two lane, one 
way street, was closed off 
and literally thousands 
and thousands of bike 
riders lined the streets. 
Families, individuals, 
young and old, everyone 
rides their bike on a Sun-
day in Bogota. As much 
as I enjoy road riding 
and mountain biking, 
it was really nice to see 
such community soli-
darity. We arrived in the 
tiny town of Cucaita (est. 
population 1800) and 
ventured up the hillside 
to Frank and Rosalba’s 
beautiful little hacienda, 

overlooking the town. It 
was there that we called 
home for the final leg 
of our trip. During our 
stay in Cucaita, we took 
a road trip to Villa De 
Leyva, another historic 
Spanish Colonial tourist 
destination, Raquira, the 
artisan capital of Colom-
bia known for terracotta 
pottery and the brightly 
colored buildings and 
storefronts that inhabit 
the town. We took a little 
bike ride, on rocky dirt 
roads, surrounded by 
onion fields to the neigh-

boring town of Sora. 
On the way, I noticed 
eucalyptus and fennel 
growing wildly in the 
countryside. The land-
scape was dry, rocky and 
unforgiving. There were 
more stories I could 
share, but I only have so 
much room to write. But 
I will leave you with a 
few tips if you do decide 
to visit this wonderful 
country. 
1. Break down your 
cash to small bills. I no-
ticed this in Thailand 
last year as well. 50 thou-
sand Colombian Pesos 
equals about $13 US 
Dollars. Several times, 
I was given insufficient 
change when paying for 
food or drinks. By hav-
ing small bills, you can 
get it pretty exact and 
not have to worry about 
being short changed or 
getting into an argument 
with the locals. 
2. Drink lots of 
water! My lips were 
chapped, and I definitely 
didn’t drink enough. 
3. If you don’t know 
Spanish, consider having 
a translator or booking 
an experience with Air 
BNB (Rosalba’s brother 
Jaime will be offering 
this for adventurous 
travelers). I found that 
very few people spoke 
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English the farther away from the city 
we ventured. 

Thank you

To my gracious hosts, Rosalba and 
Frank. Rosalba has got to be one of the 
kindest and genuinely sweetestwomen 
I've ever met. Thank goodness for her 
patience to serve as my personal trans-
lator throughout the trip. She helped 
me expand my breadth of the Spanish 
vocabulary and made sure we made it 
home safely. Frank you are a lucky man! 
Frank, my longtime client and friend of 
20+ years. Thank you so much for open-
ing that door of opportunity to join you 
and Rosalba on a trip of a lifetime! You 
welcomed me into your family and I got 
a chance to see what awaits you both in 
the next chapter of your lives together, 
they call RETIREMENT!

Mucho gracias para Todo. Yo me gusto 
Colombia! 

http://www.FRSWorkShop.com
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Idiom Of The Month

This month’s Idiom, comes 
from the mind of Frankie 
Novak, mi Amigo desde 
Colombia! The meaning 

of the phrase suggests that 
you may do or go wher-
ever you wish with your 
life. In fact, you may even 

encounter a valuable pearl 
which would be a wel-
comed surprise. The pos-
sibilities are endless. The 
phrase was coined by Wil-
liam Shakespeare and first 
appeared in his comedic 
play “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor”. In the script 
Falstaff states, “I will not 

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC Investment Advisory Services offered through JW Cole Advisors. 
Savannah Court Financial Advisors and JWC/JWCA are unaffiliated companies.

“ The World Is  My O yster!”
lend thee a penny” and Pistol 
replies “Why then the world’s 
mine oyster, which I with 
sword will open.” This sug-
gests a violent connotation 
that, with sword, he will take 
what he wants. And now you 
know!


