Complacency 

What advice you would give if your friend said, “My Spouse Has Become Complacent. We have been listening to God, and God is asking us to _____ (fill in the blank: find a new house, car, church, job, or be more romantic together), yet my spouse has become complacent and ultimately disobedient to God’s prompting.” 
Complacency - we all have had to fight this temptation throughout our life. 
Before we answer those questions, let’s go to God’s word and see what God has to say about complacency. 
Zephaniah‬ 
God says, “...I will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not...’” let 
• My marriage fall apart 
• My finances fall apart 
• My reputation fall apart 
• My job position be taken from me 
• My health be taken from me 
• My child be taken from me 
• My nation be taken from me 
• Fill in the blank 
As a child, when your parents asked you to do something and expected you to do it, you kept disobeying by putting it off, and eventually, it came to a breaking point. What did your parents do to get your attention to move in the right direction? 
Some of you might be saying right now that’s Old Testament or old covenant teaching. The truth is God will do whatever it takes to get you to turn from your ways to His way, truth, and life for “...the Lord disciplines (instructs and corrects by training; purifies) the one He loves, and He chastens (whips or inflicting severe pain to) everyone He accepts as His son.” (Hebrews 12:6, NIV). 

The same advice you give your friend maybe also be the words God is speaking to you and your spouse. The standard you hold your friend or spouse to, God will hold to you. 
Darren pointed out during our group discussion that if you search the definition of the word complacency, it means you are self-satisfied yet utterly unaware of actual dangers or deficiencies facing you. The critical word is unaware; let’s unpack that thought! 
Most of us don’t have the concept of what a watchman does. Back then, many of the cities were protected by walls and guardsmen called watchmen. The city walls protected the families within the city’s walls, but the walls also blinded them to the coming dangers, such as invading armies. It was up to the watchmen to warn the people to prepare for battle. Without warning, the families would be unarmed and destroyed or enslaved by invading armies. As Christians who have the Holy Spirit living within us, we are all called to be watchmen because God's spirit speaks within us to us. Each one of us are a watchman to our families. 
God says in Ezekiel 3 – 
4 “....go now...and speak my words... 8... unyielding... 9...not... afraid... 
10...listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak to you...17...I have made you a watchman...18...if you do not warn... or speak out to dissuade...I will hold you accountable... 
20 Again, when a righteous person turns from their righteousness and does evil, and I put a stumbling block before them...Since you did not warn them...I will hold you accountable... 21 But if you do warn the righteous person not to sin and they do not sin, they will surely live because they took warning, and you will have saved yourself.” 

Darren challenged us to be great watchmen by first looking at our own soul by asking… 
Are you doing a good job shepherding yourself? 
Are you doing a good job taking care of your soul? 
Are you the best spouse you can be? 
Are you a great king in your home? 
Are you providing and protecting? 
Are you a good shepherd? 
Are you a good leader? 
Are you and your spouse on a good team? 
Are you the watchman of your home? 

Three things that make an excellent watchman - Godly Knowledge, Wisdom, Character 
Knowledge - Joshua 1:8, NIV teaches us to obtain knowledge and maintain prosperity, requires us to “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 
Wisdom - 11 out of 31 chapters in Proverbs address the sin of complacency and laziness, starting with the first chapter, verse 32 
...the complacency (ease and prosperity) of fools will destroy them. 
Proverbs, the book of Wisdom, and God’s word give you wisdom. 
Character - Hebrews 6:12, ESV 
We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

There’s a vast difference between being content and being complacent. Complacent often disguises itself as being content when it’s disobedience to what God’s called you to do. 

What’s the difference between being complacent and being content? 
Philippians 4:11-13, NIV 
... I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances… the secret of being content in any and every situation... do all this through Him who gives me strength. 
Contentment involves having strength, while complacency involves being weak, lazy, and feeling powerless to change. 
Many times, the frustration we feel towards our spouse is really a projection of our frustrations, irritations that we have about ourselves, our shortcomings, and our complacency. We blame our spouse, but it really is us who are sitting on the couch when we should be helping our family take God’s next step for us. Am I using my spouse as an excuse not to do what God has called me to do? Genesis 3:12, NLT teaches us that this is the oldest excuse in the Book, “God, it is women you gave me…” 

Dwight, with almost 50 years of marriage experience, said: 
Begin with an attitude of still learning, growing, and maturing. All of us, at times, become complacent. 

When there is complacency in the marriage, we must search to see what is causing it. Is it fear, anxiety, unsureness, insecurity, or a belief that you can't ever satisfy your spouse? 
You must look at your spouse with great respect and honor and value the fact that your spouse views life differently than you and processes differently than you. 
If you think your mate has become complacent, then go to God and look at how He loves you, especially the times when you are unlovable—Model God’s love for your spouse.
You cannot fulfill all your spouse’s needs. Only God can do that. However, you can accomplish things like letting her know you are for her, not against her, and want what is best for her. You both need that kind of security. 
So do some soul searching within yourself and approach her from the point of view that it's not her problem, maybe it’s my problem, but it is our problem to work out together. 
Donald said something like… 
When my spouse was not satisfied with me, I would seek and let Holy Spirit reveal to me if it was something I could do. Sometimes it was a personal issue that only God could change within her. 
Sometimes a person’s grass is greener on the other side than mine; it may be because I'm not watering, fertilizing, or caring for my side. The difference is not in the land but in how well the owner cares for the land. You may want a different spouse, and you may get another spouse, but until you learn how to take care of what you have, you will always end up with what you have always had. So many people always want something more than they have, not realizing and appreciating what God has already given them. Often, this is not a head issue; it is a heart issue. 
If I am satisfied with where I am, but I'm not willing to meet my loved one's needs, I must be honest with myself. The condition of my family is a reflection of the condition of my heart. Be careful with your thoughts; in Matthew, Chapter 5, Jesus warns you can murder your spouse in your own heart. Darren pointed out that if you're looking for problems in your marriage, you'll find them even if nothing exists. 
Donald and Darren brought up the point that God’s people were fed daily with manna for 40 years in the wilderness; how awesome is that - Bread from heaven. Yet, after 40 years, it lost its appeal, its newness. They became tired of eating the same old stuff and started looking back and thinking they were better off in Egypt in bondage. Life was better when I was single. Life was better when our marriage was young. That's a dangerous place to be. If you have been married for 10 years, 20 years, 40 years, 50 years that's incredible. Do not take the manna God gives you for granted! Figure out how to appreciate the manna in your life. Think about what you can do to make your marriage taste just as awesome as it initially did. 
Look at the hopes and dreams God has placed inside of both of you and use the WOOP strategy. Examples
Wish/Want: New Job 
Outcome: Higher pay, fewer hours, more fulfilling 
Obstacle: No time to look 
What if we go into recession, and the new job lets me go? 
Plan: Share with my spouse what I’m looking for and have her look for me or hire a headhunter. If we go into recession, the current job could let me go, so I need to constantly look and not be complacent. 

Wish/Want: New transportation and a new house 
Outcome: Low maintenance and relatively brand new car and house to be like their other friends. 
Obstacle: Due to short-term supply storage being overpriced and high interest rate and my job may not be near here, and my new job may provide me with a car 
Plan: Wait until the supply issue corrects itself and I get a new job 

Wish/Want: New Church 
Outcome: Closer friendships as we serve the community 
Obstacle: Coziness of church online 
Plan: Make a list of local churches put on the calendar and commit to one per week 

Wish/Want: More romance 
Outcome: To want to be more physically and emotionally connected to my spouse 
Obstacle: Not in the mood 
Plan: Together, do what puts you in the mood 


---


https://biblehub.com/strongs/philippians/4-13.htm

· Totally 
· Have strength
· In
· The 
· In sharing power ability, endured with strength, to empower, invigorate strengthening
· me

https://www.billmounce.com/greek-dictionary/endynamoo


How long will you lie there, O sluggard.. poverty will come upon you like a robber.

Proverbs 10:4, ESV
A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.

Proverbs 12:24, 27,NIV
Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in forced labor...Whoever is slothful will not roast his game, but the diligent man will get precious wealth.

Proverbs 13:4, ESV
The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied.

Proverbs 15:19, ESV
The way of a sluggard is like a hedge of thorns, but the path of the upright is a level highway.

Proverbs 19:24, ESV
The sluggard buries his hand in the dish and will not even bring it back to his mouth.

Proverbs 20:4, ESV
The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have nothing.

Proverbs 21:25, ESV
The desire of the sluggard kills him, for his hands refuse to labor.

Proverbs 22:13, ESV
The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets!”

Proverbs 26:13, 15, 16, ESV
The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! There is a lion in the streets!” The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; it wears him out to bring it back to his mouth. The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can answer sensibly. 


God says, “Because you have raged against me and your complacency has come to my ears, I will put my hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth...’”

Amos 6
1Woe to you who are complacent...who feel secure...
6You drink wine by the bowlful
and use the finest lotions,
but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph (they are not troubled by the public calamities that are happening in their country - Joseph family line was given the Northern territory of Israel).
7Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.

Romans 12:11, ESV
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 28:15, ESV
But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God...then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you.

Deuteronomy 8:14
...then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

Jeremiah 10:21
For the shepherds have become stupid
And have not sought the Lord;
Therefore they have not prospered,
And all their flock is scattered.

Ezekiel 33:31
They come to you as people come, and sit before you as My people and hear your words, but they do not do them, for they do the lustful desires expressed by their mouth, and their heart goes after their gain.

Daniel 9:13
As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our iniquity and giving attention to Your truth.

Matthew 7:26
Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.

Luke 12:47-48
And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.

Revelation 3:15-17
‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,

