
IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

The “E” in ESG, environmental issues are a primary focus for many sustainable funds and companies. 
Given the abundance of environmental challenges we face today, Verdant Investments is no exception. 

Through our partnership with carefully selected fund managers, Verdant portfolios work to take action against 
a long agenda of environmental obstacles. Below is a comprehensive list, updated quarterly, of the environ-
mental problems our portfolios and associated fund managers have addressed. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Our portfolios are designed to address climate change in a holistic manner - working with quality fund manag-
ers to address the supply side (fossil fuel & related companies) and the demand side (portfolio companies as 
energy users).

• Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 55% by 2050 at more than 100 companies worldwide 
(Walden Asset Management)

• Pax World develops fund completely divested of fossil fuels; instead, the fund will focus on compa-
nies that are pro-actively developing solutions to global sustainability challenges, including climate 
change, water, food and health care. (Pax World Investments, 2014)

FOREST SUSTAINABILITY
• 5-year moratorium on palm oil plantation permits in Indonesia (GreenCentury)
• In 2013, Green Century announced an agreement with Starbucks* that the coffee company and coffee-

house chain would source 100% of its palm oil from certified suppliers.(Green Century)
• In 2014 and 2015, Green Century secured zero-deforestation commitments from Kellogg’s,* ConAgra,* 

and J.M. Smucker* and supported other investors  to do the same with Safeway,* Pepsi,* General 
Mills* and Mondelez.* (Green Century)

• In 2015, Green Century also successfully pressured Wilmar,* the world’s largest palm oil trader, to 
adopt a zero-deforestation policy with Unilever.* (Green Century)

• In 2015, Green Century successfully pressured Archer Daniels Midland (ADM)* to include soy and 
palm oil in its zero-deforestation policy, which set a new standard for cross-commodity purchasers. 
(Green Century)

• Worked with Lowes to publish a public report on their wood-purchasing policy and sustainability ef-
forts; resolution was withdrawn in 2013 when these requests were met (Domini, 2013)



PRODUCT WASTE MANAGEMENT
The complexity of our food production systems is astounding, as are its staggering impacts on climate 
change and human rights. Any given meal or afternoon snack can touch on issues as far-ranging as the 
survival of the orangutan or a land rights dispute in Africa. Climate change, water scarcity, nutritional content, 
marketing to children, animal welfare and labor rights are all on the table.

• A proposal at Costco Wholesale requesting a report on efforts to reduce and manage food waste was 
withdrawn with the company agreeing to increase disclosure on food waste in its next sustainability 
report. (Walden Asset Management, 2017)


