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And just like that, we launch into 2021! Happy New Year everyone!

As Covid-19 continues to impact our community, our hearts and healing
thoughts go out to those who have been affected.  If there is anything we
can help you with, please don’t hesitate to call.  While we are still
maintaining minimal staff in our office and limiting in-office appointments,
we are here and only a phone call away!  Please stay safe and healthy
and remember to take care of each other.  I feel blessed to have the
greatest clients in the world, and we are sending you love and light every
day!

You may have heard recently that LPL Financial Holdings Inc. and
Macquarie Management Holdings, Inc. announced the signing of an
agreement to jointly acquire Waddell & Reed Financial, Inc.  Read more
about the change below or here on our website.

Because of my status as an independent advisor, this means that very little
will change on your end of things. We will be making some adjustments
behind the scenes which I would be happy to answer any questions about,
but basically, we'll be operating as the same group you know and love with
some mainly cosmetic changes. For example, you'll be seeing our name,
The Montane Group, and our logo more and more as we rebrand under
the name. 

People ask, why Montane? I chose the name Montane Group because I
love mountains, particularly Mt. Rainier.  I believe mountains are a perfect
metaphor for what my professional goals were in starting this business.
They are a part of the earth that reaches for the sky, but first and
foremost, they are rock solid and enduring. I started this company to help
people, first with the goal of helping them establish a solid, grounded
financial foundation for security, and then helping them build upon that.
You’ll hear me say it over and over again, “to me, this is personal”. The
name Montane is like a personal mission to help my clients move from
financial uncertainty into financial security, and further beyond that, into
financial empowerment. Your financial wellbeing and goals are always my
highest priority.

As always, I am here to talk through any concerns you might have.

Sincerely,

Steve

Investing involves risk and the potential to lose principal.
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Happy New Year! Despite the new transition coming up, our office looks
just about the same. We're tightening up our operations and preparing,
but our team is still kicking it! For example, want to set up a check-in to
start 2021? Give us a call or email; we'd love to connect.

We are also starting a new community puzzle corner! This months puzzle?

Why don’t crabs give to charity?

Check out the answer on our community page.

Up Next

The Recent Waddell & Reed Announcement:

I hope this note finds you and those around you safe and healthy during
this unprecedented time. You may have heard recently that LPL Financial
Holdings Inc. and Macquarie Management Holdings, Inc. announced the
signing of an agreement to jointly acquire Waddell & Reed Financial, Inc.
and I wanted to send a quick note about what this might mean for you.

I am currently an independent financial advisor affiliated with Waddell &
Reed, Inc. As you know, Waddell & Reed provides support to my business
as you and I work together directly. Similarly, after the close of the
acquisition and subsequent transition of my practice to LPL, I will become
an independent financial advisor affiliated with LPL. As I do today, I will be
able to continue to serve your needs and guide you toward your goals.
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Very little will change, and your best interests remain my top priority.You
may not be familiar with LPL, so I am happy to share some information
with you about the firm and what you can expect in terms of service and
support. LPL is the nation’s largest independent broker-dealer*,
recognized for its innovative tools, technology, and service. LPL invests
heavily to improve its technology and provide extraordinary service. This
should enable me to spend more time helping you pursue your financial
goals and elevate your overall experience. You will experience timely
trades, 24/7 access to your accounts from any device, anywhere, and
clear and easy-to-understand statements. 

You are not required to do anything at this time. With LPL’s partnership,
we are working hard behind the scenes to minimize any disruptions to you
as I transfer my practice to LPL. Waddell & Reed and LPL expect this
acquisition to take place in mid-2021. We will share more information with
you as we near an official transition date. As we transition to LPL together,
please know that I am here for you to address your questions or
concerns.

Please feel free to contact me at any time.

* Based on total revenue, Financial Planning magazine, June 1996-2020.

This Month's Reads!

What the New Tax Bill Means
for You
What does the Tax Reform and Jobs Act
mean for you?

Learn More

4 Reasons for the Return of
Market Volatility
Why have the markets been so volatile
recently?

Learn More

“Dirty Dozen” Tax Scams to
Watch For
Every year the IRS releases its list of tax
scams, spotlighting some ways that
people try to separate you from your
money.

Learn More
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Financial Advisor
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Securities and investment products and services offered through
Waddell & Reed, Inc. (WRI), member FINRA/SIPC.

Montane Group is a separate entity from WRI.

Insurance products offered through insurance companies with
which Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

Not FDIC/NCUA Insured • No Bank Guarantee • May Lose Value

Waddell & Reed, Inc. (WRI) does not accept buy, sell or other
transaction instructions via e-mail.

This e-mail message, and any attachment(s), is not an offer or
solicitation of an offer, to buy or sell any security or other product and
is not to be considered an individualized recommendation or
personalized investment advice.  It is important to understand that
investing involves risk and the potential to lose principal. 

Waddell & Reed does not provide legal or tax advice.  Please consult
legal or tax professionals for specific information regarding your
individual situation.

This e-mail may contain privileged or confidential information or may
otherwise be protected by other laws. Any use, copying or distribution
of the information contained in this e-mail by persons or entities other
than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error,
please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer
on which it exists. WRI, in accordance with applicable laws, reserves
the right to monitor, review and retain all electronic communications
sent and/or received by WRI and its employees and associated
persons, including all e-mails, traveling through its networks and
systems.

This informational email is an
advertisement and you may opt out of
receiving future emails. To opt out,
please click the "Unsubscribe" link
below.
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10705 Silverdale Way Northwest
Suite 203
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