Oh, You of Little Faith 

Little faith is brief seasonal faith; the question is, “How long does your faith last?” Divine faith comes from God. It is a message, a thought, you know without a doubt it is from God. The message aligns with God’s word, character, way, truth, and life. Never let thoughts that are out of alignment with God’s word or out of alignment with who God is, guide your words and actions.

Divine faith asks in prayer, “God speak into me what I should be praying for, God reveal to me your way, your truth, your life, your will.” Fake faith is believing and trusting God will do what you asked God to do in prayer. And if God does not do it, they that same group says it was because your faith was too little.  They say to themselves,  

  “If I just 
believe more, 
          trust more, 
                          ask more, 
                                                or do more, 
                                   then God will answer my prayer.”

Essentially, they are saying to God, “God, conform to my will and way.” They get upset with God or themselves when God does not do what they asked, or God did not do it the way they wanted it done. They lose faith in God. The problem is not God. The problem is their type of faith.  That type of faith NEEDs to be lost, for that is not divine faith, it is manipulation.  

Those people say things like, “God, your word says…” thinking they can control God by God’s written word. They are no different than the Devil trying to tempt Jesus for 40 days in the wilderness like in Matthew 4:1-11, NIV.  The temper will always try to get you to manipulate God through God’s written word and your relationship with God. Jesus reminded the tempter of three scripture facts that ultimately mean: Only do and say what God personally tells you to do and say. 

Have faith that God is able because He is, but God won't do anything outside of Hid will. Little faith isn't about quantity but duration!!! Little faith only believes for a moment! Heaven is the only investment that will yield you an eternal return!!! Faith is an action verb! Faith comes only after you've gotten a word from God or Read His word! Don't have faith in anything God didn't say. 
Having faith in something that God didn't say and wanting God to perform is manipulation! 

There are five occurrences recorded in the Bible where Jesus says, “Oh, you of little faith,” and then he gives a challenge. You see it in Matthew 6:30, 8:26, 14:31, 16:8, and 17:20. Each time, it is a different challenge:

Sometimes, God will ask us where our faith is by challenging us like he did his original disciples by saying…

“Oh, You of little faith… 
1. Why do you worry 	 (Matthew 6:30)
2. Why are you so afraid (Matthew 8:26)
3. Why did you doubt 	 (Matthew 14:31)
4. Why do you argue and reason back and forth with what I said to you  (Matthew 16:8)
5. Why couldn’t you do what I ask you to do (Matthew 17:20).

Finally, Jesus says to them, and he says to us, “If you have faith…nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20, NIV).

What does having faith mean? What does it mean to have “little faith”? And what can we do to overcome worry, fear, doubt, confusion, and inabilities?
Today, we will explore those questions and seek God’s answers. Starting with what is faith?

The Greek word for Faith (4102/pistis) has multiple meanings; the most common is divine persuasion, trust, and belief given by God to an individual. 

The Greek word (oligopolists) is “little faith,” which means short-lived, brief, seasonal, little faith. In essence, it can be translated as:

“Oh, you of little, brief, seasonal faithfulness to one’s beliefs, obligations, duties, observed knowledge” Or “Oh, you of little, brief, seasonal trust and confidence.” 

In all cases we see in the book of Matthew, when our faith is brief or seasonal, it invites five evil spirits to come after us. The first one in the book of Matthew is the spirit of:

1 Worry then comes
2 Fear followed by
3 Doubt then
4 Reasoning back and forth, then finally,
5 “I cannot do what God asked me to do” spirit, which is usually that final blow that tries to wipe out God’s direction and purpose for that individual.

Let’s look at each of them, their meaning in their original language, and what God says is the antidote, the cure to overcoming those evil spirits. 


Worry - That Greek word translated as “worry” also can be translated as divided, distracted, overly anxious in thought, care, and focus on a part as opposed to the whole. You focus on the challenge instead of the joy of what God has asked you to do. 
Challenge: Why do you worry
Antidote: Jesus said in Matthew 6 to remember how valuable you are to God and seek God’s leadership in all your decisions


Fear - The Greek word (deilos) translated as afraid, also means fear-driven, coward, and timid. You focus on the what-ifs instead of concentrating on what God can do. 
Challenge: Jesus said in Matthew 8, “Why are you afraid?”
Antidote: Remember, Matthew 8 says, “Even the winds and the waves obey him.”


Doubt - That Greek word (distazo) translated as doubt means standing in two opposing opinions, views, and beliefs and, basically, refusing to choose. You stand in two opposite places, which is tearing you apart, instead of standing on God’s promise to you.
Challenge: Jesus gave to Peter after he walked on the water in Matthew 14, “Why did you doubt”
Antidote: Matthew 14 teaches us to remember who God is, and God tells us what we can do, so take courage and be not afraid.


Argue - The Greek word (dialogízomai), commonly translated as arguing or discussing, also means dialogue with, debating with, reasoning with, considering, and going back and forth evaluating. You argue and try to reason with God instead of obeying God. 
Challenge: Matthew 14 Jesus asks, “Why are you arguing, debating, reasoning back and forth with what I said?”
Antidote: Matthew 14 teaches you to become solid in your perception, understanding, and remembering what you know.


Cannot - The Greek word (dunamai) translated as “couldn’t” also means unable and not powerful enough. You tell God what you cannot do instead of letting God tell you what God is enabling you to do.
Challenge: In Matthew 17, they ask, “Why couldn’t we…”
Antidote: Jesus goes on to teach we cannot in our power, but God can through us, for “If you have faith…nothing will be impossible for you.” Faith is hearing and implementing God’s divine direction for you.

(Matthew 6:30, 8:26, 14:31, 16:8; 17:19-20)


Coco Gauff 
God put on Coco Gauff's heart to be a great tennis player. At 19-years-old she just won the US Open. From her comments at the award ceremony, I believe Coco has Christ-like mental endurance to turn negative comments, worries, fears, doubts, and inabilities into positives to motivate her and not discourage her.

She said, “Thank you to the people who didn’t believe in me. Like, a month ago, I won a (World Tennis Association) 500 title and people said I would stop at that. Two weeks ago, I won a 1000 title, and people were saying that was as big as it was going to get. Three weeks later I’m here with this trophy now. I’ve tried my best to carry this with grace, and I’ve been doing my best so, honestly, to those who thought you were putting water in my fire, you were actually adding gas to it. And now I’m really burning too bright right now." To watch the whole speech starting 7:41 minutes into the award ceremony Coco speaks: https://youtu.be/wTgfiawmx9E?si=6fngPZDq7N3mry4x

At an early interview she spoke about the mental endurance you need to win, she said, “I used to think negative things like why is... this so hard? I realize… instead of saying why this, why that, I should just be, like, 'Why not me? Why am I not enjoying this?' I should not think about the results and think about this… I'm so blessed. I don't want to take it for granted.”

https://edition.cnn.com/2023/09/07/tennis/coco-gauff-karolina-muchova-us-open-spt-intl/index.html



Scriptures

Matthew 6:25-34, NIV
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[e]? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Matthew 8:25-27, NIV
The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”

Matthew 14:22-33 NIV
Jesus Walks on the Water
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Jesus could walk on what others drown in because He walked in faith. If you focus on a distraction, it will become your main attraction.

2 Corinthians 5:7 New King James Version
For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Matthew 16:5-12, ESV
When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.” But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Matthew 17:19-20, NIV
Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we…?” Jesus replied, “...you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith... Nothing will be impossible for you.”

Luke 12:22-34
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life. 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

2 Timothy 4 NIV
1… I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season (opportunely, in season, conveniently) and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry... 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing…

Season of life - What do we call spices that add flavor to food: seasoning. 

