Joshua 1 
8/15/23 Message: In a season of transition, God is calling all of us to Believe. How do you do that? 
Joshua 1

Verse 2: I think it's fascinating here that God says I have given you the land. As a human being in the flesh, if someone said I'm giving you something in our brains, there's no work required but to receive. But despite God saying I have given this land to you, God's definition of giving can sometimes mean going through a fight to get it. Sometimes God has given you freedom, and you must fight to believe that to be true to receive it. Just because God gave it doesn't mean it will be a cakewalk, not all the time!

Verse 3: why do we as believers walk not in victory? In this verse, God tells Joshua any place the soul of your feet step belongs to you! No matter where you go in this land, you will have victory! So when Joshua walks around, he should walk in victory because God said so. Many believers today walk in weakness, shame, or doubt. All things that are not of God. But if you believe God's word and he said you were free and he said you're more than a conqueror, we should walk around with the boldness of Joshua because he promised us we had victory over everything because of what Jesus did. Wherever you go, believer, wherever you speak, wherever the soul of your feet leads you, you have victory there, so walk in it. WALK IN THE VICTORY ALREADY ESTABLISHED FOR YOU! Within the territory, God has placed you in WALK IN VICTORY! I can't vouch for you outside God's will, but inside God's will, you have victory!

Verse 5: enemies will come. Battles will need to be fought. Wounds will come also, but they won't be fatal. God promises Joshua that there is no enemy that will be able to stand against him and win. God never said they wouldn't come because they will, but he said, even in the midst of that, I am with you. Just the sheer fact that God is with us guarantees us victory.

*Verse 7*: One of the reasons why I love the Bible so much is because it gives us the cheat code literally. God tells Joshua here to be quick and observant to obey all the laws. Don't turn right or left away from the law but be observant to follow it. Why? Because if you do, thou may prosper wherever you go. God is telling Joshua here to obey the law, and you will prosper wherever you go. How many people nowadays would hold on to that? What is the secret to success It's right here. Success means following and obeying the laws of God, and wherever you go, you'll be prosperous. Something else that's more interesting The word prosper in this particular verse in Hebrew means "to be prudent." So God isn't saying here, obey the law, and you will be a millionaire billionaire. I will make you prosperous. God is saying here, obey the law and observe the law so that You may act wisely wherever you go. And in acting wisely, you will be prosperous. God is saying observe the law and be careful to obey it and let the law guide you into acting wisely so that you may be prosperous wherever you go!!!!!

*Verse 8*: again, God repeats himself here! Let the word of God be your daily bread revisited day and night all day long. And let this word guide you into acting wisely, and in your wise decisions, you will be prosperous! That only starts by meditating in the word of God day and night, allowing the word of God to be your life; only then will you be prosperous and successful. Why? Because you've put the word of God in front of your heart, in front of your own desires, in front of what you want. God is saying here that the word of God needs to be how you live your life and no other way! If the word is only a suggestion, then you won't be prosperous and act wisely. But only when you submit to the word of God then will you be successful, and then will you be prosperous based on your wise decisions.

Verse 9: I love God putting this verse here because I don't think it's by coincidence. God finishes talking to Joshua, telling him to be strong and of good courage. He tells Joshua to not be afraid because the Lord God is with him wherever he goes. This is not by coincidence because how does Joshua know all that? If Joshua wasn't in his word seeking who God is, how does he know God is who he said he is? I love the placement of this verse because, before this first, God had been telling Joshua to repeatedly constantly recite the word day and night. And in doing so, understanding the law but also understanding who God is so that when God tells him to not be afraid when God tells him that he is with him, he knows it to be true. Joshua's confidence comes from somewhere other than himself. Joshua's confidence comes from something other than numbers. But by getting in the word repeatedly day in and day out, Joshua's courageousness and boldness comes from directly knowing God. Joshua's confidence and boldness as a leader comes from knowing the word of God. It comes from the promises of God. And understanding those promises and understanding the one who made the promise. This verse isn't put here by coincidence because the only way we are strong and of good courage and not afraid or discouraged is because of the knowledge and wisdom and understanding and trust in who God is! Confidence comes from knowing. The boldness comes from knowing. Knowing what? God. Knowing who he is!

Verse 12-15: I love that Joshua is reminding the tribes what God said. Even though he wasn't the leader then, Joshua reminded the tribes of the things God established through Moses. Just because there's a new leader doesn't mean the word of God has changed. Joshua reaffirms and reminds them of the things established before him!


1:2 “ the land I’m giving you”
The Hebrew word translated here as give also means the land I am selling you, delivering up to you, entrusting to you, assigning, designating to you.

To get to the promised land, you have to pass through Jordan, which means 'descender' or ‘to flow down.’ To move from a higher place to a lower place, inclining downward.


1:7 “be strong and very courageous”

be strong 
חֲזַ֨ק (ḥă·zaq)
Be strengthen, become strong, grow firm, become resolute, secure, courageous, bold, urgent, and hold on strongly, displaying strength and support.

and very 
מְאֹ֗ד (mə·’ōḏ)
Adverb
Strong's Hebrew 3966: exceedingly, abundantly

courageous. 
וֶֽאֱמַ֜ץ (we·’ĕ·maṣ)
Strong's Hebrew 553: courageous, brave, bold, strong, alert, determined, persist, solid, hard secure, confirm oneself,

Be careful 
לִשְׁמֹ֤ר (liš·mōr)
Preposition-l | Verb - Qal - Infinitive construct
Strong's Hebrew 8104:  keep guard, watch and wait for, retain, treasure up, celebrate, perform, preserve, protect, keep oneself from refrain, abstain,

to observe 
לַעֲשׂוֹת֙ (la·‘ă·śō·wṯ)
Preposition-l | Verb - Qal - Infinitive construct
Strong's Hebrew 6213: 1) to do, accomplish, produce, act with effect, put in order, bring about

all 
כְּכָל־ (kə·ḵāl-)
Strong's Hebrew 3605: 1) all, the whole

the law 
הַתּוֹרָ֗ה (hat·tō·w·rāh)
Article | Noun - feminine singular
Strong's Hebrew 8451: 1) law, direction, instruction, custom, manner

My servant 
עַבְדִּ֔י (‘aḇ·dî)
Strong's Hebrew 5650: slave, servant

Moses commanded you. 


Do not turn 
תָּס֥וּר (tā·sūr)
Verb - Qal - Imperfect - second person masculine singular
Strong's Hebrew 5493: 1) to turn aside, depart, avoid, remove, take away, put away, leave undone, retract, reject, abolish

from

so that 
לְמַ֣עַן (lə·ma·‘an)
Strong's Hebrew 4616: 1) purpose, intent

you may prosper 
תַּשְׂכִּ֔יל (taś·kîl)
Strong's Hebrew 7919: 1) to act prudently, wisely, gain understanding, have insight and comprehension, to give attention to, consider, ponder, to prosper and have success

wherever 
בְּכֹ֖ל (bə·ḵōl)
Strong's Hebrew 3605: 1) all, the whole 1a) all, the whole of 1b) any, each, every, anything 1c) totality, everything

אֲשֶׁ֥ר (’ă·šer)
Pronoun - relative
Strong's Hebrew 834: which, who, when, that; conditional if


You go. 
תֵּלֵֽךְ׃ (tê·lêḵ)
Strong's Hebrew 1980: 1) to go, proceed, move, carry, cause to walk, lead. 


8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate (become absorbed in thought carefully and thoroughly; also means speak, recite, utter, roar, growl, groan)
on it day and night so that (purpose, intent) you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous (push forward, break out, rush, come out mightily, be profitable), and then you will have good success (to make or act prudently and be considered an expert, instructor, guide, skillful; prosper, have good success).

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed (be shattered, discouraged, dismayed, broken), for the Lord (Yah-weh) your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:18, ESV
Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and courageous.”

