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How about some Positive Financial News!! 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
As most of you know, I read a lot, I read all the time....    I read the Wall Street Journal every morning, I read Barron's 
every week, I read several financial books every month, I subscribe to many monthly financial newsletters, and I read 
and watch blogs....  I spend hours and hours scouring and researching all things financial, so you don't have to.   AND 
most of the news, most of the information, is negative...    double dip recession, worst economy since the 1930's, no 
new jobs, tax cuts are going to expire, new financial reform, etc, etc, etc....   

You have to 'read between the lines' to find the positive, and I have, and here's the lemonade that I've come up 
with.  Last week word came down that China had become the world's largest "user" of energy, surpassing the USA.   It 
seems that the growing China "middle class" is quickly expanding - they will work for any wage and they are eager to 
work hard to produce a good life, to produce a better life for themselves and their families.   All this activity in China, 
all this productivity "uses" a lot of oil/coal/nuclear/wind/natural gas/solar/etc energy.   They recently signed a huge 
contract for Iraq's oil (hey, I thought we had first dibs!) and they are now the largest purchaser of Saudi oil.  China has 
a population of 1.3 billion people, and currently about 300 million are "middle class", and another 300 million want 
in.  For years, they have been the biggest exporter of just about every imaginable product, but now they are realizing 
that they need these products for themselves, because their own economy is gaining legitimacy.   They want "stuff", 
they want to be happy and live an easier life, and they want to be more "like the American's".   If feels like they are 
copying "the American dream", and China may soon be the financial super power on the planet.    

So where's the "GOOD NEWS" in all this?     We have the ability to invest in China.  It's a huge global financial     
network out there.  If you think, as I do, that China may grow faster than us, that they may grow faster than just about 
any credible economy out there, then we can take advantage of their ambition, and invest in funds, in sectors, in asset 
classes, of stocks of Chinese companies.    After all, they are a creditor nation and we are a debtor nation - everything 
being equal, I'd like to invest in the creditor nation, and not the country that is overloaded in debt. 

Another blended idea, another investment thought - if China has passed us as the largest "user" of energy, and their 
economy is growing, might they continue to use more and more energy?  If the growth rates that I'm reading about are 
even close to being accurate, then their need, their want, for more energy is about to jump right off this page. So, let's 
invest in oil and oil stocks, in energy and energy stocks. Oil, and natural gas, and coal, and uranium, are all in limited 
supply on this planet.  And as China ups the ante, and wants more and more of each of them, might they influence the 
price of these finite commodities?  Remember, everything that I talk about, everything that I write about, is my     
opinion, and it's my opinion that investments in well selected Chinese stocks and also in energy stocks, may be a very  
profitable place to be. 

I have my money invested where my mouth is.  Oil is currently trading in a range from $70 to $80 per barrel, and I 
don't think it's much of a stretch to think that $100/barrel oil is too far off.  (ask T Boone Pickens what he 
thinks).  China is in a long-term growth mode.  These two sectors could be really good over the next 3 years, the next 5 
years, the next 10 years and beyond.   We're in this for the long haul.   Investing is rarely a smooth ride, but in my 
humble (experienced) opinion, there is some serious money to be made, and I'd like you to be along to enjoy the 
spoils. 

Please call my office to set up a time, so that we may discuss how these ideas may work for you.

It’s been a while since I sat down and wrote to you...     Lot’s of things have happened, I don’t even know where to start..    
 
Let’s start with the events in Egypt..   The good news and the bad news about Egypt as it applies to the financial markets - 
Egypt is such a minor player in the financial world, that it is fairly safe to say that their ‘government/governing uncertainty’ 
should not have an impact on your investments, that’s the good news...  the bad news is that if “the wrong people” take 
control, take over the government, that it may impact the price of oil (and thus, gasoline prices), as about 1.8 million barrels 
of oil pass through the Suez Canal every day, and another 1.1 million barrels pass in nearby pipelines - and these could be 
affected..   Only time will tell, I’m hopeful that the peace loving young people that got Mubarak removed, will be able to 
continue on to establish a democratic society (I hope I’m not being too Polly Anna)!?
 
A few of you know that I’ve had some ‘health issues’ (all is good..  now)..     One of my clients, Dr. Linda Hegstrand MD, has 
been very helpful..    She ‘gives me a second opinion’, she double checks my medications - she actually helped me to ‘get off’ 
a prescription drug (that I thought I was going to be on for the rest of my life) and I’m now taking a supplement, that is much 
more ‘long term’ healthy for me - I had a recent blood test and it’s working fine..     Dr. Linda also referred me to a wonderful 
Cardiologist, she knows many of these specialists personally and can make referrals to them, if necessary..    She makes the 
complicated, understandable, and she helps me to feel comfortable with my health decisions...    I highly recommend her...
 
I heard someone say that “Grandparents should spend more time with their grandchildren, teaching them”...   I think, we 
(older, wiser folks) should be more involved, more assertive, with not only our grandchildren, but with all younger people..    
We need to talk about the old TV shows that we watched - Bonanza, Father Knows Best, Arthur Godfrey, Lassie, Candid 
Camera, Leave it to Beaver - they were all wholesome, respectful, funny...   Today (and I’m not 100% sure about this because 
I do not watch these programs - they disgust me), but today young people watch MTV (with the ‘f-bomb’ being dropped all 
the time), they watch Two and a Half Men (which is just this side of pornographic), they watch crap....  and they watch it over 
and over again, until it seems normal to them (they are getting slimed on 24/7)...    The younger generation needs to hear that 
this is NOT acceptable...  that this is not how you behave, that this is not how you get ahead in life...     Manners, and honesty, 
and good deeds, and ‘speaking up’, is a better path...  
 
Recently, I listened to Condolezza Rice talking about the Iraq war decision, and I thought that her comments could pertain, 
equally well, to the stock market, to investing, to life..   She said “What you know today can affect what you do tomorrow, 
but what you know today cannot affect what you did yesterday.  You always can know what happened as a result of what 
you did, what you can’t know is what would have happened had you not done it”..   Most of you have probably heard me say 
“We’re trying to put you in the ‘most likely’ position to win”..  I am, we are, always ‘trying’ to do the best that we can..  There 
is no perfect world, and never will be, but we can strive to get better...    You have also probably heard me say “I don’t have a 
crystal ball” - well, guess what, Annie found one for me - you have to stop by the office and oogle at it (it’s pretty cool)..
 
We’ve been at our new office location for about 6 months now, and we’re getting fairly comfortable..  we love showing it off, 
so please don’t be shy, swing by sometime for a cup of coffee..
 
In May, my son Jimmy, graduates from the business school at Michigan State University..   He is joining our firm, and I can’t 
wait..   As many of you know, he loves finance (like his daddy), and he loves to trade stocks (he’s pretty darn good at it), so 
he’s going to become a super addition to our team..   I look forward to all of you meeting him..    “The apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree” - I’m confident you will enjoy his outlook on investing, on diversification, on safety, on money...
 
I’m going to close with “a teaser”...    Have you considered converting your old IRA to a Roth, but don’t want to pay all of 
the taxes now?  I can show you a way to  1) spread the tax over 10 years..  2) provide your family with a huge tax free gift..  
and 3) provide you with the potential to get future tax free income..      Sound interesting ?    This is a planning strategy that 
America’s wealthy has known about for years...   Call us...
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Steven N. Moerdyk is a rare Financial Representative who has all three licenses necessary 
to offer his clients the entire universe of investments and financial products, with 
no limitations.  From stocks & bonds, managed portfolios, private REITs and private 
placements, to annuities and life insurance.  Steve understands that “one shoe does not fit 
all” and each of his clients has their own unique desires and goals.

Steve was recognized as a “Top Financial Representative” in both 2007 and 2008 by 
Kalos Capital Management, Alpharetta, GA.  Last year, 2010, he was one of five brokers 
nationally to earn the “Excellence Award” from Center Street Securities, Nashville, TN.  
Steve and his wife, Annie, have been featured donors by the Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital Foundation and the Renucci Hospitality House.
 
Steve and Annie met at Michigan State University.  They were married in 1979 and reside 
on beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford.  They have two children, Carly 26, and Jimmy 
21.  Carly lives in Miami with her husband Kia.  Last May she graduated from New 
York University School of Medicine and currently she is a neurology resident at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital.  Jimmy is a senior at Michigan State University’s Business School, 
and he will be joining Moerdyk Financial, Inc this coming spring.

Steve and Annie Moerdyk

Steve and MiDSA President Mary Ann Weaver, presenting golf awards. A 
special thank you to those of you who attended or contributed.

Christmas Party 2010. Dr. Linda Hegstrand and  
her husband, Lee. *See my comments in the 
newsletter.

The Russo family, Debbie and Joe and Matriarch 
Mary. (Mary made my day when she commented 
about the ‘fine wine’ that we served)! Steve’s son 
Jimmy on left.

Moerdyk Financial’s new office. 5005 B Cascade Road
Steve speaking at National Brokers Conference

January, 2011, Nashville, Tennessee

Moerdyk Financial sponsored the MiDSA 
golf outing. Steve with his sister, Susie and 
her son Danny, along with Renee Short.


