
Hi {Firstname},

The other day, I came home to a very cold house. The few hours of
sunshine had long gone, and with no one else around but the animals (a
rare occurrence since lockdown started a year ago), no one had turned
up the heat yet. As I started building a fire, I kept thinking about how
different the world looks today than it did a year ago. Last spring, we had
no idea what lay ahead. There has been much change since April 2020,
but here are some of the highlights from this last month:

The Biden administration pushed through the American Rescue Plan in
March 2021, a continuation of the 2020 CARES Act. The IRS has
extended the tax filing deadline to May 14th. There are more bipartisan
economic proposals in the works. For more information, check out the
New York Times' blow-by-blow of each proposal (here) and the Atlantic's
discussion of how Biden's plans affect individual cities (here).

In other news, we welcome Ellen Chen to the team! She will be helping me
with behind-the-scene operations, and we are grateful to have her.

In light of the transition, I also know paperwork has been mailed out to
many of you. Don't worry! I am still your financial advisor, and the only
thing changing is some processes we use. If you have any questions or
concerns, don't hesitate to call.

Gratefully,

Steve

Around the Office

Our office welcomes Ellen Chen to the team! Ellen’s background is in
personal banking but she brings a wealth experience to the team having
worked in a variety of industries over the years. Ellen is a self-proclaimed
rock hound so you might see her and her son hunting along a shoreline
looking for agates and other mineral treasures! Read more about Ellen on
our website’s Team Page.

The Puzzle Corner:

Captain Ali is the captain of the ship. The captain of the ship is Captain
Ali. What is the name of the ship. Guess the name of the ship.

Check out the answer on our Community Page!

Up Next

Global Trade

Did you know that the first stock market was founded in Amsterdam at the
beginning of the 17th century? In 1602, the Dutch East India Company
began issuing bonds and shares of stock to the general public. This had
never been done before and was made possible by the accumulation of
wealth following the Black Death and the increased globalization of
economics. The stock market has always relied on global trade, and
today's market is no different.

The blocking of the Suez Canal by the Ever Given on March 23rd, just like
the spread of COVID-19, is an important reminder of two things: 

First, we often think of stocks as point numbers on a screen, but they
represent real goods, services, and, most importantly, people. When we
invest, we need to think about the impact of our investments on the people
behind the screen. Who are you investing in?

In that same vein, both events remind us how fragile our worlds are. This
is why we diversify our portfolios and invest in the long haul.

If you have more questions about Socially Responsible Investments,
please check-out this article and give me a call, so we can help ensure
your portfolio matches your values.

Image Below: Steve and daughter Olivia drinking milkshakes a few
blocks away from the Amsterdam Stock Exchange building (July 2,
2014).

This Month's Reads!

Boats And Bull Markets
NPR hosts Cardiff Garcia and Stacey
Vanek Smith discuss the possible global
economic effects in the wake of the Ever
Given blocking the Suez Canal.

Learn More

The Financial Literacy Crisis
Many Americans are operating their
personal finances with only the barest
minimum of knowledge.

Learn More

How Income Taxes Work
A quick look at how federal income taxes
work.

Learn More
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