
What is a bull market, and more importantly, who determines if we are in
one?

Technically speaking, a bull market is defined as a 20% gain in a stock
market index, such as the Standard & Poor's 500, from a closing low.

So are we in one? Technically, no. The S&P 500 hit a low of 3,583 on
October 10, 2022. So a 20% gain would put the S&P 500 at right about
4,300. As you can see from the accompanying chart, the S&P 500 is still
below that level.

The accompanying chart also shows how challenging the stock market
has been since October 2022. When stock prices rally higher, those gains
are often met by selling pressure. So it’s easy to understand that it has
been a difficult period to remain focused as an investor.

It’s also a period that reminds us how important it is to “tune out the noise”
and focus on what you can control, like your time horizon, risk tolerance,
and goals. So let us know if you need help turning down the bear volume
you might be hearing.

A Smaller Social Security Bump May
Be On The Way

We wanted to take a moment to update you on the potential changes to
Social Security benefits for 2024. As we're sure you know, the Social
Security Administration calculates annual cost-of-living adjustments
(COLA) based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and inflation. However,
recent projections show that as inflation starts to subside, the COLA for

2024 may be less than 3%.1

That's a drastic drop compared to the past two years. Social Security
beneficiaries saw a 5.9% bump in 2021 and a record-setting 8.7%

increase in 2022.2

This projection is very much an early assessment. Gauging the increase
for 2024 will be clearer toward the second half of the year, but we wanted
to make sure you were aware of this potential change. Remember that
even with a possibly smaller COLA this year, cooling inflation may also
help create an even stronger economic environment overall.

As always, we're here to answer any questions about Social Security
benefits, your portfolio, or anything else you want to discuss further.

1. Barrons.com, April 12, 2023

2. Ssa.gov, 2023

It's FAFSA time! As your student prepares for college, they can now fill out
a Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, for the upcoming
school year. 

If your student anticipates needing Federal Student Aid for college, this is
a required first step. 

Even if your student won't require help from the government, filling out a
FAFSA is still a good exercise that can contribute to a wise college
payment strategy. 

To fill out the FAFSA, just go to studentaid.gov. It should only take about an
hour, but it could mean big savings for you in the long run. 

Best of luck to you and your student. 

Whom We Serve

As always, we would love to help your family, friends & coworkers. A
referral is the best compliment we can receive! If you know someone that
would benefit from a FREE/NO OBLIGATION portfolio review, please
send them our information! 

Check Out Our Blog

Check out some of our most recent blog posts we thought would be
beneficial to you.  As always, we try to keep you up to date with financial
news and topics!

Market Timing is Exhausting
Why Open a 403(b)
A Checklist for When a Spouse or Parent Passes
Four Really Good Reasons to Invest
Find That Lost Retirement Account 

If there is ever a topic you would like us discuss, send us a quick email!

CONTACT US

hello@prinvestadvisors.com

5075353542

Prinvest Advisors

http://www.prinvestadvisors.com
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