Out of our identity flows our being.


I know I'm not the only person who has experienced someone, that has treated you or someone you love in a hurtful way. It probably even happened this week! Someone close to you or a far-away acquaintance. Whether it was their tone, attitude, words, or non-verbal, I know I'm not the only one who has been that person to cause others around me hurt through my actions, intentional or not. So, We all have been on both sides of the spectrum, but the question is why? Why is it that some people are just "happier" than others? Why is it that when you see that person, it's like they have nothing good to say? Why? We live our life out of our identity of who we believe we are and whose we believe we belong to: 

Unloving people, unlove people
Hurting people, hurt people
Messed up people, mess up people

 Versus 
 
Loving people, love people.
Healing people, heal people.
Forgiving people, forgive people.

So, what's the difference? How do you shift from one to another? By encountering God's love, allowing God's love fills us, and when we feel God's love flowing through us, we can pour it into the lives of others by allowing God's love to be our source of love and identity. 


By the end of this sermon, I want you to learn what it means to love yourself Biblically. To receive God's love through your thoughts and release those thoughts that aren't of God. I want you to self-evaluate. Are you rooted in God's love as your only source of identity? Are you loving yourself Biblically? 


God has plans for you and those plans require you to have God as your source. Going through this life, especially as a believer with the ups and downs, it is essential that God is your source of love and identity. Do you wonder why God hasn't blessed you yet? Why hasn't God provided yet? Why hasn't God answered you yet? 


What God has planned for you requires you to have God 1st. Remember, The promised land that God WANTS TO GIVE YOU requires God to be your identity! God HAS THE CAPACITY to give you the desire you've been praying about, the money, the family, the job. GOD IS ABLE, but why would God bless you with something when he knows that the same thing you've been asking for will steal your identity? Maybe God hasn't given you the finances because he knows you'll get lost in it the second he does! Maybe God hasn't provided the relationship yet because he knows your partner will become your identity once you're in it. 

A lack of God being your source of identity and love causes us to:
Doubting what God calls you! 
Doubting the Calling God has for you 
Never pouring love into the lives of others 
Being trapped in a false perspective of ourselves


Sometimes I get too wrapped up in the future that my identity is 10 years ahead of where I am now. I'll be consumed with the details of my life, believing that I'm in charge of the trajectory of my life. I'll be anywhere but the present and sometimes even disassociate myself from the present because my mind and identity are so wrapped up in five years from now. Even the joy that I should be having now I ignore or don't acknowledge because I'm so busy preparing for 15 years from now. 

For the leader, it could be the weight and pressure of trying to keep going forward, but you're exhausted. For that person working extra hours, it could be the anger of not being recognized. For that person who feels like they're stuck, it could be the confusion of not knowing where to go. Whatever the case may be, we all have something on the inside of us that stops us from embracing the love of God. When we're not embracing the love of God, we lash out at the people closest to us. When you're not embracing God's love, anyone in your vicinity will suffer. When you're not embracing the love of God, your relationship with God and who he sees you as will slowly drift away because whatever your current emotion has becomes your new identity. 


Matthew 6:33  

"But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."

Seek first the kingdom; THEN all things will be given to you. Why does God want you to seek the kingdom first? The word seek in the original Greek could also mean to desire or require. So, God doesn't just want us to seek the kingdom, but he wants us to desire the kingdom first; he requires the kingdom first; why? Because God knew if we make anything other than himself our source for our identity or love, it would lead to destruction and distraction from the one trustworthy source. We can get our identity wrapped into so many different things in this world that if we aren't desiring the kingdom first, we can't love ourselves properly, which causes us to slowly destroy and decay all relationships around us. Your identity is in jeopardy if God is not your focus and center point.  

 
 
Philippians 2: 2-8 
 
2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature[a] God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself.

 Philippians 2 gives us believers the blueprint to identify if we're allowing God's love to be our source of identity and love. These verses give us a checklist of what biblical love is. Biblical love is a love that operates in one spirit, one mind, and one love. Biblical love is a love that isn't selfish but values others more than self. Biblical love operates under the same mindset and acts as Jesus when he was on this earth. Jesus only operates under one spirit, one mind, and one love which was his Father in heaven, saying in John 5:19 that he could do nothing unless he's seen his Father do it and he has the ok. So, let's let God be our one spirit. Let God be our one mind. Let God be our one love. Let God be our identity. To have Biblical love is to be in a state of oneness with God. To Biblical love, yourself is to have an intimacy with God that has no other rivals but complete oneness. 

 So, the next time you feel your identity drifting into something that isn't God refocus yourself. Remember that where your identity is will also be how you treat others and yourself. Remember that all the things God has for you start with him and your identity with him. Don't let anything in your life stop you from embracing God's Biblical love for you. 

Everyone is so quick to talk about the state of the world. But imagine your local community if we exercised these principles! Everyone is so quick to talk about the corruption in the white house. But imagine the impact in your own house these principles would make! How much better would our relationships with others and within ourselves be if we allowed God to be 1st in our identity and love? 

