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WE BUY LIVESTOCK 
Beef & Dairy cattle

Heifers of any age

Feeder cattle

Groups of sheep 
and Goats

RyanM01@@comcast.net  
or 860-655-0958. If no answer, 
leave message. All calls returned.

Connecticut’s trusted livestock  
buyer & proud CFBA member.  
Ryan & Kate Matson, Matson Farm LLC

Cows

Bulls

Steers

Veal

Austin and Debbi Tanner have been living their dream since 
establishing Creamery Brook Bison in 1990. Here, they 
raise free-range bison that roam the pastures on their 100-
acre farm in Brooklyn, Connecticut, where they also raised 
three daughters. 

Now in their 70s, the Tanners decided they’d put off their 
farm transition planning long enough. So, they ordered 
pizza and invited their girls — two still live on the farm, 
another is a lawyer out of state — to a family meeting to 
discuss what would happen when they were gone.

It didn’t go well.

“The girls announced they didn’t see why they needed to 
be part of it and whatever we wanted to do was fine,” said 
Debbi Tanner. “It’s not that they’re not interested, they just 
don’t want to talk about it. It’s too uncomfortable for them.”

Still, a plan needed to be made, and Henry Mondschein 
from Nationwide was there to help.

“Henry took what we got from the conversation, or lack of 
conversation with our kids and put together a proposal of 
what they and we think would work,” said Tanner, noting 
how his experience helped the Tanners “listen to their kids” 
and make a plan without their input.

“They really didn’t want to be involved so Henry helped us 
adjust to that,” recalled Tanner. “He helped us by saying ‘If 
that’s the way they really and truly feel, listen to them.’ So 
we did. That was a big deal for me because I was going to 
have them all sitting down for as long as it took to iron all 
of it out.”

Since two daughters have remained active on the farm and one 
is out of state, Tanner added that “Henry helped us come up 
with what we think is fair and just, but not necessarily equal. 
… He helped us reach what we feel is a fair way of settling our 
estate without making it necessarily exactly the same.”

Working with Henry in partnership with Nationwide helped 
the Tanners get through the uncomfortable but necessary 
conversations and decisions, she said.

“This was Austin’s dream,” she said of the farm. “The kids 
don’t have to worry about who it’s going to be passed down 
to or maintaining the family legacy or anything like that. 
This is his dream and if they want to do something with it 
after we’re six feet under, more power to them; and if they 
don’t, more power to them.”

Although they waited until they were older to get started 
with their planning, Tanner said she’d urge other farmers 
to talk to a Nationwide planner early.

“Don’t wait. Get going now,” she said. “There are some 
planning things we should’ve started before we were of 
retirement age. We waited very long so our options for 
retirement and transition and things are fairly limited, but 
there are things we could’ve done to make it easier.”

Overall, Tanner said, the transition planning process went 
smoothly and the Tanners are relieved to have a plan in 
place so that their daughters can continue to live out their 
own dreams.

“If their dream involves this farmland, that’s fine. If not, it’s 
their choice,” Tanner said. The Nationwide planner, she 
added, “helped us see that.”

If you would like to learn more about the services offered by 
Henry Mondschein in partnership with Nationwide, please 
call Roxann at 860-768-1100 or email roxann@cfba.org.
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• Installation of high tensile woven wire up to 8’ & 10’ 
high for the most effective deer control. Installations 
to USDA and NRCS standards.

• Installation of livestock fencing, cattle grates, high 
tensile electric and high tensile woven wire for 
cattle, goats, sheep and horses.

• Post Pounding for trellising of apples and grapes.
• Competitive Pricing on all fence supplies.
• Smart Net Systems installed as well.

Austin Tanner, left, with the Tanner girls showing 
their herd at the Brooklyn Fair around 1983.


