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A trusted advisor who understands you and your goals?

Professional asset allocation? 

Financial guidance from a holistic perspective?

Broad market access?

At Avantax Advisory ServicesSM, we don’t think investors should have to choose between trust, objectivity, 
access to a broad universe of non-proprietary investments, or comprehensive guidance. We believe that a 
holistic approach to investment management delivered by a trusted, independent Advisory Consultant can 
lead to clearer and more confident financial decisions. 

With VestAdvisor®, your Avantax Advisory Consultant has access to a comprehensive investment advisory 
platform and services featuring: 

• Advice and guidance in developing an investment plan

• Asset allocation with access to a universe of non-proprietary mutual funds, exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs) and exchange-traded securities 

• Leading institutional investment managers

• Flexible, pay-as-you-go, fee-based asset management

What’s most 
important to 
you in pursuing 
your important 
investment 
goals
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Your long-term goals, including a comfortable retirement or the legacy you will leave, should never be 
relegated to chasing the latest investment trends or futile attempts to beat the market. Focusing on 
prudent asset allocation,1 your Avantax Advisory Consultant can work with you to put a long-term strategy 
in place that seeks to leverage the market’s built-in efficiencies while minimizing costs, resulting in a 
strict diversification discipline that seeks to protect and grow your wealth over time. 

Your Advisory Consultant may elect to not use the Avantax Advisory Services platform to structure 
portfolios of products, instead using concentrated portfolios which may not utilize asset allocation 
principles. For example, a concentrated portfolio of stocks and laddered bonds may be used as a part of 
your overall investment portfolio.

 
TAKING THE GUESSWORK OUT OF YOUR INVESTMENT STRATEGY 
 
Asset allocation—the process of spreading your investments across multiple asset classes (such as 
stocks, bonds and money market investments) within your portfolio—is considered the most critical 
component of the investment management process and the leading determinant of portfolio risk and 
return over time as illustrated in the chart below.

Security Selection and 
Market Timing 6.4%

Asset Allocation 
93.6%

Source: Gary P. Brinson, L. Randolph Hood, and Gilbert Beebower, “Determinants of Portfolio Performance,” Financial Analysts 
Journal, January/February 1995.  
 
1Asset allocation and diversification do not assure or guarantee better performance and cannot eliminate the risk of investment 
losses. All investments are subject to market risks including the potential loss of principal invested. 

Asset allocation: The foundation 
of your investment plan
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While market timing (changing your investments in an attempt to adjust for short-term anomalies in the 
markets), security selection (the actual securities you use to implement your asset allocation model) and 
other factors also have some impact on performance, we believe the most important investment decision 
you will make is determining your overall asset allocation.
 

PUTTING ASSET ALLOCATION TO WORK FOR YOU 

Asset allocation enables your portfolio to participate in multiple asset classes, securities and investment 
sectors at one time. This broad diversification of investments within your portfolio helps to better manage 
risk in line with your goals, timeframe and tolerance for risk.  Unlike a portfolio invested in a single 
security or investment sector, when certain securities or sectors within a well-diversified investment 
portfolio are underperforming, others may be outperforming, bringing greater balance to your overall 
portfolio. 

Asset allocation: The foundation 
of your investment plan
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While asset allocation forms the foundation of an investment strategy designed to pursue your specific 
goals, growing and protecting the wealth you have built requires advice you can trust. As an advocate, 
your independent Avantax Advisory Consultant can structure a strategic, long-term investment plan that 
seeks to benefit you by establishing realistic goals and clear objectives. 

 
Your Avantax Advisory Consultant can:

• Help you identify your goals and objectives

• Recommend and implement an appropriate portfolio strategy to address your needs

• Provide personalized financial advice and guidance as changes take place in your life and in the 
financial markets

• Utilize the investment due diligence, research, portfolio modeling, and account administration 
resources of Avantax Advisory Services

• Meet with you regularly to discuss portfolio performance and make recommendations for any 
adjustments to your investments over time

• Provide access to ongoing portfolio management within a fee-based investment program

• Educate you on the features of a fee-based investment management strategy

• Gather data to be used in the preparation and implementation of the investment portfolio

WHAT IT MEANS TO WORK WITH AN AVANTAX ADVISORY CONSULTANT 

As a Registered Investment Adviser (RIA) with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), Avantax 
Advisory Services has a fiduciary responsibility to its advisory clients, and as such, is obligated to act 
solely in the best interest of its clients. Avantax Advisory Services and its licensed Advisory Consultants 
offer a number of advisory programs and services.

Within its advisory programs, Avantax Advisory Services and our Advisory Consultants provide ongoing 
investment advice and monitoring of client portfolios. Some of these programs may be offered on a 
discretionary basis, meaning that your financial advisor does not need to be directed by you to make 
trades, and he or she may place these trades, rebalance your portfolio and make investment decisions 
within these programs on your behalf. 

For all of the aforementioned services, clients pay a comprehensive annual fee, determined between you 
and your Advisory Consultant, which is typically a small percentage of the value of the assets within the 
account.

Importance of advice in 
addressing your goals
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Avantax Advisory Consultants are licensed to provide fee-based advice to their clients and have a range 
of advisory platforms to meet the needs of their diverse client base. Your Advisory Consultant will 
discuss appropriate investment solutions within these platforms based on your goals, risk tolerance and 
investment timeline. 

 
Why Fee-Based Asset Management?

An advisory account is an investment account where the Advisory Consultant’s compensation is based 
on a set percentage of the client’s assets under management. Contrast this to a commission-based 
investment, where the advisor is compensated based on the number of trades made or the amount of 
products sold to the client.

The benefit of a fee-based asset management account is that the Advisory Consultant’s interests are 
considered to be more in line with those of the investor. Fee-based asset management ensures you and 
your Avantax Advisory Consultant are focused on the same thing—the long-term goals of your investment 
portfolio. Through a fee-based approach to investment management, your Advisory Consultant is 
compensated based on the value of your portfolio, placing the incentive on the long-term performance of 
your investments. It also eliminates any commission-related conflicts of interest in the advice you receive, 
enabling your Avantax Advisory Consultant to:

• Maintain objectivity throughout the planning and investment process

• Provide unbiased financial advice 

Advantages of fee-based 
asset management

Working with 
an Avantax 
advisory 
consultant
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VestAdvisor is a fully customizable advisory program providing access to a broad universe of non-
proprietary investments for investors who want to retain an active role in the investment management 
process. Unlike a self-directed brokerage account, VestAdvisor provides the benefit of personalized advice 
delivered by your experienced Avantax Advisory Consultant, who is supported by the  
Avantax Advisory Services team in the research, asset allocation and development of your personalized 
investment portfolio. 

PROGRAM SERVICES FOR VESTADVISOR

VestAdvisor is a non-discretionary program, meaning that you retain ultimate decision-making authority 
for each transaction in the account and must pre-approve all trades. Your Advisory Consultant will provide 
investment recommendations and other services based on your investment objectives, risk tolerance 
and financial situation. You control the ultimate decisions in the account; you have the option of accepting 
these recommendations or making different investment decisions.  

ASSET SELECTION AND EVALUATION FOR VESTADVISOR 

VestAdvisor accounts are managed by your Advisory Consultant. Your Advisory Consultant will make 
recommendations and assist you in determining an appropriate investment portfolio consistent with 
your investment objective set forth in the Client Profile Questionnaire. Recommendations are made on 
the basis of research the Advisory Consultant deems to be reliable. Sources for research your Advisory 
Consultant may use include: Morningstar, product sponsor materials and additional information 
published or provided by Avantax Advisory Services or third parties. Advisory Consultants may utilize a 
wide variety of information and methodologies to formulate recommendations with respect to investment 
portfolios. You should discuss your Advisory Consultant’s investment process to ensure that it is 
consistent with your investment objectives. 

VestAdvisor
Your complete fee-based asset allocation solution

A partnership of 
success: Avantax 

and your advisory 
consultant
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VestAdvisor offers:

• Flexibility to hold a variety of investment products in a single account including stocks and bonds
• Over 4,000 allowable advisory/institutional or A share class mutual funds
• More than 1,200 ETFs
• Ongoing portfolio monitoring
• Quarterly performance reports to track your progress
• Consolidated performance reports detailing your account
• No up-front sales charges or long-term surrender fees
• Pay-as-you-go investment program where fees are paid quarterly
• Annual fee-waived optional check-writing and debit card2 account features, providing banking and 

brokerage features in a single account
• Online account access

 

2Banking services offered through JP Morgan Chase. 

QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE REPORTING AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Your Avantax Advisory Consultant will meet with you on a regular basis to review your VestAdvisor portfolio 
and help you work toward your financial goals by following a disciplined investment approach. Over time, 
additional wealth management issues will be reviewed as needed. If your investment objectives or risk 
tolerance change, your Avantax Advisory Consultant will work with you to adjust your portfolio accordingly. 
Avantax Advisory Services has a complete team at the home office to support your Avantax Advisory 
Consultant, helping to process your financial transactions in an efficient manner. 

With VestAdvisor, you will receive: 

Comprehensive consolidated quarterly performance reports, which measure your portfolio’s progress 
toward your financial goals. 

 

There are risks involved with investing, including loss of principal. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Avantax 
Advisors are independent professionals; they are not employees of Avantax. 

Vestadvisor
Your complete fee-based asset allocation solution
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Avantax Advisory Services was founded in 1987 to provide fee-based investment management solutions. 
Our commitment centers on providing Avantax Advisory Consultants with exemplary service, enabling 
them to provide more Americans than ever before with quality investment and financial planning 
solutions.

Avantax Advisory Services offers research on asset allocation and investment product selection to 
Advisory Consultants and provides you with quarterly performance reports that keep you well informed 
about the performance of your investments and the progress of your portfolio in relation to your financial 
goals.

AVANTAX ADVISORY CONSULTANTS

The foundation of your partnership with Avantax Advisory Services is your relationship with your  
Avantax Advisory Consultant and the advice, support and counsel he or she provides. Avantax  
Advisory Consultants are independent practitioners who have achieved the designation of Investment 
Adviser Representative (IAR). As independent advisors, Avantax Advisory Consultants are not affiliated 
with product providers, enabling them to provide objective advice and guidance that places your interests 
first.

Contact your Advisory Consultant today to learn why a 
growing number of investors rely on VestAdvisor to help 
navigate the path to their goals with confidence.

Start charting your 
course today

About Avantax 
advisory services
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Fees for VestAdvisor cover advisory services, performance measurement and custody services. Fees are based on the assets in the 
account and are assessed quarterly. Fee-based accounts are not designed for excessively traded or inactive accounts and may not 
be suitable for all investors. During periods of lower trading activity, your costs might be lower if our compensation was based on 
commissions. Additional fees may apply in certain circumstances. Please contact an Advisory Consultant for more specific details 
about additional expenses that may be incurred in this type of program and for a list of eligible and excluded assets. The account 
minimum for this program is $25,000, but accounts may be linked to meet this minimum as long as they have at least $5,000 and 
the average account size of the group is larger than $25,000. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 

Investments are subject to market risks including the potential loss of principal invested. 

Diversification and asset allocation do not assure or guarantee better performance and cannot eliminate the risk of investment 
losses. 

This material is not to be construed as providing investment services in any jurisdiction where such offers or solicitation would be 
illegal. 

ETFs, as the name implies, are funds that trade like stocks. A single ETF often attempts to mirror an entire index such as the S&P 
500, Dow Jones Industrial Average, or Nasdaq Composite Index; an entire sector of the equities market such as large caps, small 
caps, growth stocks or value stocks; or whole industries such as technology, energy or biotechnology. ETFs are traded like stocks 
or bonds and offer liquidity throughout the day as opposed to the end-of-day pricing system for mutual funds. ETFs and mutual 
funds are sold by prospectus. Please consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. 
The prospectus, which contains this and other information, can be obtained by calling your Advisory Consultant. Read it carefully 
before you invest. The value of the fund’s domestic and foreign investment will vary from day to day in response to many factors. 
Stock values fluctuate in response to the activities of individual companies and general market and economic conditions. The prices 
of small and medium-sized company stocks are generally more volatile than large company stocks. Investing in foreign securities 
presents certain risks that may not be present in domestic securities including currency fluctuation, the potential for diplomatic and 
political instability, regulatory and liquidity risks, foreign taxation and differences in auditing and other financial standards. Fixed 
income securities are subject to availability and market fluctuation and may be worth less than the original cost upon redemption. 
Fixed income yields and total return change daily and are based on changes in interest rates, market conditions, other economic 
and political news, and on the quality and maturity of investments. In general, fixed income prices rise when interest rates fall, and 
vice versa.
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Avantax Wealth ManagementSM is the holding company for the group of companies providing financial services 
under the Avantax name. Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. 
Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM. Insurance services offered through 
Avantax Insurance AgencySM. 6333 N. State Highway 161, Fourth Floor, Irving, TX 75038, 972-870-6000


