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MOONSHINE & MUSIC
The Second Annual Moonshine & Music sponsored by The JPR Group of Baird Private Wealth 
Management is in the books! It was a sold-out event where 400 guests enjoyed a little 
moonshine and a lot of music – all to benefit The Center for Courageous Kids! Everyone enjoyed 
dinner, cocktails, Sugarlands Distilling Company moonshine tastings, 90+ auction items, and a 
blowout performance by A Thousand Horses. Most importantly, everyone got to hear about how 
CCK impacts the lives of Courageous Kids and families around the world. We are excited to share 
that CCK raised a total of $145,000! Because of our community’s generous support, CCK is able to 
continue to inspire, empower, and enhance the lives of the bravest children around! Shawn is the 
current chairman of the board and Brooke served on the event committee for the second year.

JPR BIRTHDAYS

On Saturday, November 9th, Andrew ran the Nashville Marathon 
and finished with a time of 4 hours 57 minutes. The 26.2 mile 
course started in downtown Nashville and took runners through 
some of Nashville’s most notable spots – Music Row, Bridgestone 
Arena, Nissan Stadium, Country Music Hall of Fame, and more. The 
race benefited Gilda’s Club of Middle Tennessee, a non-profit that 
provides free support programs to all people impacted by cancer.

For the fourth year in a row, Jacqueline attended John Calipari’s Women’s 
Clinic in October.  After a behind-the-scenes tour of Rupp Arena (including 
the state-of-the-art locker room), she had the opportunity to meet all of 
the 2019-20 UK men’s basketball players and get their autographs on a 
collectible ball.  A highlight of the day was getting a photo with Coach Cal 
and his wife, Ellen!

Thank you to all who dropped off toys, 
clothes, gift cards, and monetary donations 
for the Hope House Ministries Affordable 
Christmas Program this year!  With your 
help, we gave approximately $6,000 worth 
of gifts and donations to this year’s event.  
We appreciate your efforts to help an 
organization dear to our hearts, and are so 
grateful to have such kind, generous clients!

On Friday, December 6th, we celebrated Baird’s third 
annual Baird Brand Day. That day, all associates were 
invited to wear and use Baird gear, including any 
shirts, hats, pullovers, or Baird-branded items.

HOPE HOUSE MINISTRIES 
AFFORDABLE CHRISTMAS

PROGRAM

Mike and Katherine spent 2 weeks traveling this fall. 
They went to Boston, Newport, Martha’s Vineyard,  
Newfoundland, St. Lawrence, Bar Harbor, Halifax, Prince 
Edward Island, Sydney, Quebec, Montreal, New Hampshire 
and Vermont. The weather was beautiful, and the foliage 
was in brillant colors. They enjoyed all the places they 
visited but Bar Harbor and Quebec were their favorites. 

BAIRD BRAND DAY

ANDREW’S FIRST  
FULL MARATHON

MIKE’S VACATION

JACQUELINE ATTENDS JOHN CALIPARI’S WOMEN’S CLINIC

WE HAD SOME VERY CUTE KIDS VISIT US ON HALLOWEEN!



Welcome to the New Year!  I would first like to thank you for your patience through our 4th quarter 
transition.  It’s during times of change that I am most thankful for the clients we serve and the team 
we’ve built.  Our clients have been gracious and understanding through delayed dividends, online 
access changes, and other administrative difficulties.  Our team has been very engaged and worked 
hard to make this transition as smooth as possible. 

You may have noticed a new  team name on our online access and account statements.  As of 
conversion, we have officially changed our name to The JPR Group.  This name change reflects 
a couple of things:  the retirement of our longtime colleague and friend, Hal Schmitt, and the 
recognition of Drew Richey’s invaluable contribution to our team.  Drew has been a major 
leader and partner in our organization for some time.  This name change gives Mike and me the 
opportunity to recognize Drew’s tireless, humble service to our organization.  Please join us in 
congratulating Drew for this recognition and thank him for everything he does behind the scenes 
to make the JPR machine run smoothly!  

THE BEGINNING OF A NEW DECADE

Subscribe to our Podcast on Apple, Spotify or Anchor. You can also visit us at
www.TheJPRGroup.com and click on the Podcast button located on the home page.

THE JPR GROUP PODCAST

The JPR Group formed a new partnership with Hope House to put new 
books into the hands of children each month through United Way’s Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library. Through the program, our group will provide 
age-appropriate books to the children of the men in Hope House’s drug 
recovery program. Shawn says, “I saw this as a great opportunity to allow 
these men that are in a tough situation to do something for their children 
that they otherwise might not be able to do, and hopefully restore broken 
relationships.”

DOLLY PARTON IMAGINATION LIBRARY

Drew and Andrew spent two days in Lexington at the Unified Trust 
Company Advisor Focus Group hearing about their unique offering in 
the Retirement Plan Industry and the vision they have for their business.  
They also had the opportunity to sit down with Dr. Greg Kasten, founder 
and CEO of Unified Trust Company to hear the story of how he started 
Unified Trust Company and his passion for driving successful participant 
outcomes in retirement.

UNIFIED TRUST VISIT

We asked everyone on our team a couple of questions. As we begin a new decade, tell us 2 things…
1.  Where did you work/ what were you doing at the beginning of this decade? 
2.  What are you most excited about that is likely to happen over the next decade?

Michelle - I was working part time doing design work and raising our three daughters who were 7, 9 and 12.  
I was also training to run the San Antonio Rock ‘n’  Roll Half Marathon.  Over the next decade, I am looking 
forward to watching our girls find their passion/direction/path in life.

Jacqueline - A decade ago, I was working in my first “real” job as a financial paraplanner, learning all I could 
about the financial planning process and how to help clients implement their financial plans.  Over the next 
decade, I am most looking forward to seeing how the JPR team evolves and grows, and what technology 
becomes available to help our clients even more.

Shawn - I was working with this same team.  We were a smaller group and I’m thankful for how we’ve been 
blessed to grow.  I’m most excited to see my three kids grow and begin to develop into adults.  I’m very thankful 
for my wife and children.

Garrett (our intern) - At the beginning of this decade I was in the sixth grade, about to turn 12 years old.  I 
would say that I am most excited about experiencing life after college in its entirety. From starting my career, to 
buying my first house, I am very excited for it all!

Brooke - I was a full time student at WKU and working two jobs in 2010. I am looking forward to taking more 
girls’ trips this decade!

Savannah - At the beginning of the decade, in 2010, I was working at the Bank of Edmonson County as Head 
Teller, we had been married 2 years with a new puppy, and I was pregnant with our first child, Ethan. It was an 
exciting decade for us!  Over this next decade it’s crazy to believe that we will have children learning how to 
drive, graduating high school, and starting college in 2028. I will turn 40, yikes!

Mike - I worked as a financial advisor at the beginning of this past decade and plan to retire sometime in the 
next decade. 
 
Drew - I was a “rookie” in the New Advisor Training program, working with Mike, Shawn and Melissa at Wells 
Fargo. My kids, Callie and Jacob, are 8 & 4 respectively.  The end of this decade will put them at 18 & 14, with my 
daughter already in college.  I want to be deliberate about the time we have with them at home in teaching, 
guiding, traveling, and creating traditions they will always remember. 

Andrew - At the beginning of the decade, I was a sophomore in high school and working at Kentucky Korner 
in the Elizabethtown Mall selling UK, UL, and WKU apparel. I’m excited to see how the JPR Group continues to 
grow, and having kids will also be in the picture this decade so I’m excited about starting our family!  

Melissa - I worked at Wells Fargo Advisors. Growing the business with a great work team.

Josh - At the beginning of the decade, I had just started my career working with Mike, Shawn, Drew, and 
Melissa at Wells Fargo.  Looking forward over the next decade, I am excited to watch my children, Harper (4) 
and Eli (2 months) continue their growth through education, experiences, and travel. 

THE JPR GROUP - a message from Shawn



SAVE THE DATES!
Let Michelle know at MHumphrey@RWBaird.com or 270.467.9664 if you are attending!

YOU WILL RECEIVE (2) 1099’s FOR 2019
Just a reminder that you will receive two (2) 1099’s for 2019, one from Hilliard Lyons and one from 
Baird. If you have any questions, feel free to give us a call. 

Thanks to everyone who 

THE ANNUAL CLIENT FISH FRY 

Join us for a Financial Market Outlook and lunch on Friday, January 24th, at 11:30 a.m. in Mariah’s 
Banquet Room. Our guest speaker will be Don Connell of AllianceBernstein.

Also mark your calendar for the other 2020 Financial Market Outlook dates: Friday, April 24th; 
Friday, July 24th; and Friday, October 23rd. Watch your email for more details.

Our Annual Client Picnic will be Thursday, June 11th, 2020. Mark your calendars now. We hope to 
see you there!

Lindsey and Josh recently added a new member to their family.  Elijah 
“Eli” Clark Marson was born on October 5th.  Eli weighed 8 lbs 12 oz and 
20 inches long. Harper is very excited to be a big sister!

INTRODUCING ELI MARSON!

Our very own Savannah York and Brooke Canary are featured on the 
cover of the November issue of VIP Bowling Green magazine!  Their 
photo was taken at the Annual Impact Reveal dinner for the Women’s 
Fund of South Central Kentucky earlier this fall.  Michelle and Jacqueline 
joined them for this exciting celebration of four very deserving local non-
profits.  Kids on the Block was the big winner of the night, receiving the 
grand impact grant of $110,000!  The ladies of the JPR Group have been 
members of the Women’s Fund for several years now and love having the 
opportunity to participate in such a worthy cause. 

EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!

came  to our Annual Fish Fry at Boyce General 
Store! We love this event for several reasons. First of 
all, we love visiting with clients in a social setting, 
and seeing their families. And another reason we 
love this event is because from the fish to the Pie 
Queen’s desserts, the food is always amazing! 

2019: A YEAR IN REVIEW by Josh Marson
The beginning of a new year often generates optimistic thoughts of what the coming year may hold.  
A new year also offers a precious opportunity for a fresh start while providing an occasion to reflect on 
the previous twelve months.  The wisdom of time tells us that once we know where we have been, only 
then can we know where we are going.  With that, my goal is to compile an entire year’s worth of global 
market data--yield curve inversions, market highs, geo-political events, the 24-hour news cycle--into a 
quick, abbreviated read. 

As you may recall, the starting point of 2019 was the conclusion of a scary and disappointing end to the 
markets in 2018, partly due to the sudden uncertainty surrounding a trade dispute (which we would 
learn throughout 2019 was more than just about trade).  Reflecting on the past year, we were provided 
several scenarios that kept us on the edge of our seats regarding the global economic landscape.  We 
also enjoyed a year of solid, stable economic data.  While there will always be pockets of weakness 
within the U.S. economy, the all-important consumer confidence indicator remained high, the 
unemployment rate remained historically low, and earnings growth from our domestic companies was 
reasonable.  When you also factor in attractive lending rates and stable housing valuations, you derive 
an economy that grew at a steady pace and provided healthy market valuations.

In the early months of 2019, we enjoyed a recovery from the fourth quarter of 2018 along with 
increasing returns due to better than expected economic data, earnings, and the prospect of a Federal 
Reserve willing to loosen monetary policy through data dependent measures.   As we enjoyed a robust 
start to the year, we soon experienced moderate volatility on the back of an inverted 2/10 yield curve 
and the forecast of an imminent recession.  We also experienced an uncomfortable level of trade 
tension that seemed to be within days of boiling over into a so-called trade war.  Needless to say, we 
were fed a daily dose of possibilities and what-ifs that surely rattled even the most seasoned investor.  

As we progressed through the summer months into fall, we continued to enjoy healthy market returns 
led by the technology, communication services, and financial sectors.  Long-term investors were also 
able to enjoy a continued loosening of monetary policy from the Federal Reserve.  Moving into the 
last three months of the year, we were cautiously optimistic of some trade dispute resolution, even 
if it was simply to return to the negotiation table.  Fortunately, it seems as if we have agreed, in part, 
to a multiple phase trade resolution.  The announcement of a “phase one” resolution was all that the 
markets and investors were waiting for.  We rounded out 2019 with positive momentum and the 
excitement of what 2020 could hold.

Although 2019 was a year of ups, downs, excitement, and confusion, many investors were rewarded 
for their steady hand and long-term mindset.  The markets displayed a reasonable amount of volatility 
throughout 2019, though investors were able to lock in very nice returns across asset allocations.  
The S&P 500 finished 2019 up 31.49%, Dow Jones Industrial Average up 25.34%, and the tech-heavy 
Nasdaq composite rounded out the year up 36.69%.  

A year of positive market growth, economic strength, and progress to a greater future, 2019 allowed 
us the precious opportunity to participate in this thing called life.  On behalf of all of us here at the JPR 
Group, I would like to thank each and every one of you, our valued clients, for your business and the 
continued trust you place in our team.  We greatly appreciate the opportunity to serve you and your 
families.


