Learning How to Love God

Let's review the past five lessons by adding a little twist by changing the wording from our relationship with our spouse to our relationship with God. The relationship questions and repair techniques are still applicable. 

What if you say, "I no longer feel the same love and passion for God as when our relationship first began."

I ask, what changed? 
Did God change, or did you?
Of course, God's character never changes. 

Does God still feel adored by you?
Do you two still date?
What first attracted you to God?
 
The scripture warns in 
Revelation 2:4-5 NIV "Yet I God hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place."

Hebrew 2:1 warns about drifting away. Drifting is very dangerous. We start drifting away when we stop not asking questions,
Stop spending time together,
Stop seeking each other's presence.
 
The strongest source of energy in the universe is love for God is love.
Whether it is communication between two friends, husband & wife, or God, when communication breaks down, everything breaks down in the relationship. 
What's your communication like with God? Do you vent to God? Venting is when you let your sinful nature out of you so that God's clarity and Spirit can come into you. 

What does loving God look like? It begins by knowing which of the five love languages speaks most like love to you: 
- Words of affirmation - singing and praising God
- Physical touch - shower
- Acts of service - serving others
- Gifts invested in God's kingdom
- Quality time with God, prayer, reading, listening.

Whatever it is, this is how you best hear from God and receive God's love flowing through you.

Is there complacency in your relationship with God?  If so, search to see what is causing it, and what is holding you back from doing what God wants you two to do together. Is it fear, anxiety, unsureness, insecurity, or a belief that you can't ever please God? 

Whatever it is, you must remove it and look at God with great respect, honor, and value that God's views and ways differ from yours. You cannot fulfill all that you want to do for God; only God can do that. However, you can let God know you are for God, not against God, and want what is best by being intently willing, available, and obedient and removing every thought within that does not line up with God is for you and not against you, and God wants and knows what is best. We all need that kind of security in our relationship with God. This is why Jesus died on the cross to remove every excuse we could ever have from having a relationship with God so that God's Spirit could live back inside us the way God designed us to be.

The condition of my heart reflects the condition of my relationship with God. 

What advice you would give your friend who says, "I hate God. I'm tired of God's disapproval, complaining, unloving attitude, and unloving behavior"! First of all, that is not God you are describing. If you are for God and not against God, then that voice in your thoughts is not God, for it is not God's way, God's truth, and the life God has designed you to live. So, since it's not God's voice, you must cast it out of your thoughts no matter how truthful you believe it is.

If you have ever selfishly loved very deeply, you've had the most incredible opportunity to hate very deeply. No one can hurt us more than the people we selfishly care for the most. Selfish love can quickly turn into hate and cry out, "I trusted God; how could God have done this to me? If God really loved me, God wouldn't have!" Where there once was love, now only hatred remains. If you ever live long enough, loved long enough, you will experience this type of selfish love. Sadly, it's the most common type of love available. When our love is rooted in selfish love, it's only one step away from hatred. 

God calls us mirrors; we reflect whatever we are focused on. If we focus on God, we reflect the image of God. If we focus on our hurt, we will reflect our hurt onto others. 

Once you get in your heart and mind that God is against you and is not for you, no matter what God says or does for you, it will never be enough; you will always feel God is against you. The challenge of living this way is that it ruins your relationship with God and others. Jesus came to remove every excuse that could hold us back from a relationship with God. 

Any thought in your head that is criticism, contempt, defensive, or a wall of silence from God; It is not from God!
· Criticism is not from God - God's correction addresses the issue, and criticism puts down the whole person.
· Contempt/Degust is not from God - Sin degusts God, not you.
· Defensive is not from God - God does not have to defend His actions.
· Silent Treatment - It may feel like God is not speaking to you, but, you may be too far away from God to hear Him. As James 4:8, ESV teaches, "Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you."

When you hear criticism in your thoughts, rebuke it with...
· Negative Feelings / Positive Wants 
· Feel / Real

The goal of God's correction is always for you to humbly gain greater wisdom and a stronger connection with God.

The antidote to Criticizing/Contempt thoughts is to: Value your differences by humbly filling your heart and mind with thoughts and verbal expressions of your appreciation and gratitude to God. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

The antidote to Defensive thoughts is to: Take responsibility and apologize for your perceived wrongdoing, regardless of how justified you feel you were. James 4:6, ESV God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

The antidote to the Silent Treatment is to: Is to reconnect with God and let the emotions out so that the Holy Spirit can come in and lead you. James 4:7, 10, 11 ESV Submit yourselves, therefore, to God. Resist the devil (the one who slanders), and he will flee from you. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. Do not speak evil against (or judge) one another...

Most of our big issues with God are misunderstandings, or they are not resolvable because they are the issues, we have against who God is. 

I went to God in prayer, and God did not listen. God did not do what I told God to do,. Now I don't believe in God, or I don't trust God.

God cannot help that God knows the whole picture and knows what's best.  

There are Three Main Principles to a better relationship with God:
· Honor God
· Know God 
· Trust and Commit Your Life to God.
When conflict happens, instead of turning away from each other, Turn Towards Each Other.

The strongest relationships share a deep sense of meaning. They not only "get along" with God, but they also work together with God to support each other's hopes and aspirations to build a sense of purpose in their lives together. The key is to let God's desires influence you and all of your decision-making.

Know God by Learning God's Voice and Your Love Maps. The desires God placed inside of you are a map to the path you and God are to journey together on.

Regardless of life circumstances, God and you need to hear verbally, non-verbally, and physically: I am for you, not against you, and the fullness of my favor and Grace rests upon you. Trusting Commitment protects your heart and mind and, ultimately, your relationship with God. Because there will be times when you do not feel like honoring God because you don't understand God at that moment, but you still trust Him. So, filter every thought through the Trusting Commitment thought filter of favor and forgiveness; For you, not against you. If you don't do this, the enemy of your relationship with God will always have a foothold in your relationship with God and will have the ability to distort your thoughts.


