The 3P’s of Psalm 139 

Today's message is about Psalm 139 and what it speaks to us about God's presence, purpose, and the problems we face. You can find this passage of scripture on Biblegateway.com - https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%20139&version=ESV

This is a message God wants you to hear, know, and live out, for it is foundational to your identity, your calling, your path, your purpose, and God's plan. 

When the foundational facts of Psalm 139 become who you believe and know you are, then you can start:

· living fearlessly, 
· living in joy, 
· living in all of whom God made you to be.

Who does not need more courage, joy, and understanding of who God made us to be? Whether you are a college student, learning and searching for the career path God has called you to live, a businessperson already entrenched into your career, or a retiree, all of us must continue asking, seeking, and following God to our next steps, path, and journey. 

Pastor Craig Bailey of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Charleston, SC, recently challenged his whole congregation over the next few weeks to memorize Psalm 139 in the ESV. Why this scripture, above any others? What made this scripture so vital? I listen to it and read it in 10 different translations. Then I read it using definition by definition, each word from Hebrew to English to help fully understand how valuable Psalm 139 is to our faith journey. Today I want to share some of the news I found in these scriptures.

For example, the first verse says, "O Lord, you have searched me and known me!" (ESV). That word translated as "known" means more than just "known" in Hebrew, the original language; It also means instructed, advised, revealed, and made known. In other words, Psalm 139:1 says, "O Lord, you have searched me and known me (and you have advised me)!" Once you start realizing Psalm 139 is not just talking about God observing you but also about God advising you based on how God made you, it opens the doors to a greater understanding of our relationship with God.


The first part of Psalms 139, verses 1-12, is all about God's presence, leading, and advising you wherever you go. Even knowing all your faults, God still loves you and wants to be with you. The following verses, 13-18, teach God made you for a pre-ordained purpose and plan. The last verses, 19-24, encourage you to ask God to remove or reveal the challenges that hinder God's plan and purpose for you. Sometimes problems work to perfect God's perfect plan for your life.
The Three P's of Psalms 139 are:

· God's Presence 
· God's Purpose 
· God's Problems 

Let's read the first six verses of Psalms 139 in the ESV.  Listen for its theme of God knows you and advises you based on how God made you.

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
   you discern my thoughts from afar.
3 You search out my path and my lying down
   and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
   behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
   and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
   it is high; I cannot attain it.

Let’s re-state it but add some of the Hebrew definitions to these English words:

1 O Lord (Yah·weh the actual personal name of God), you thoroughly search and investigate to know and advise me!
2 Yah·weh knows and instructs me when I sit down and when I rise up; Yah·weh discerns, understands, considers my feelings, and gives me an understanding of my thoughts from afar, meaning from long ago. Thus, God uses my memories to give me understanding. God considers my past experiences and feelings as God leads me.
3 You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.
(This scripture is more than God observing you. It is about God leading you). It says Yah·weh searches out and examines closely to separate the good from the bad path to rest and usefulness for ALL my way, journey, manners, and habits. This isn't just usefulness for my current path, it is for the WHOLE/ALL of life's journey here on earth and into eternity).
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know (and advise) it altogether.
5 You securely bind and surround me with your hand (palm) upon me.
God's hand is upon me; I'm entirely secure and surrounded by your love and blessing.
6 Such ignorant, unaware knowledge is too incomprehensible for me; it is high and inaccessible. (In essence, our brains cannot ever fully comprehend how truly blessed and highly favored we are).
Listen to the theme in the next verses 7-12: 					             God wants to be with you wherever you go.

7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? (God's breath, my spiritual air)
   Or where shall I flee from your presence (that word means more than presence, it means God's face looking on like a loving and protecting father)?
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
   If I make my bed in Sheol (meaning the pits of hell), you are there!
9 If I take the wings of the morning
   and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10 even there, your hand (which also means God's strength and power) shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.
11 If I say, "Surely the darkness (which is an obscure hidden secret place) shall cover me ("cover me" means bruise, overwhelm, break me),
   and the light about me be night,"
12 even the darkness is not dark to you (I love the original meaning even "obscurity is not obscure to you";
   the night is bright as the day,
   for darkness is as light with you. 


Verses 13-18 the theme is clear, God made us for a purpose and plan.

13 For you formed my inward parts (physical and emotional features);
   you knitted me together in my mother's womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made (that means honorably, respectfully, uniquely made)
 Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you (My frame refers to my body's might, strength, and structure),
 when I was being made in secret,
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
 in your book were written, every one of them,
   the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.

(Another way to view verse 16 using Hebrew definitions is When I was an embryo/fetus, God your eyes saw ALL the days engraved in your book that were pre-ordained and created for me to accomplish before I was born).

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God (That word for God is' êl meaning God, the most powerful ruler, and judge)! How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand.
   I awake, and I am still with you.

In verse 17, what are those thoughts that are so precious? And what does verse 18, "I awake, and I am still with you," mean for it seems a little out of place?

That the word translated as "thoughts" in the original Hebrew language has three meanings: thoughts, purposes, and plans (aim, goals).

Verses 17-18 says, "How precious and valuable to me are…
· God's thoughts
· God's purpose, and 
· God's plans, aim, and goals for me Supreme Ruler Judge.
18 If I would count the thoughts you placed in me about your purpose and plan for me, they are more than the sand. I awake and pay attention to God's thoughts, purposes, and plans that are continuous with God and within me.


Verses 19-24 Reminds us that problems are part of the journey.   

Just because God has a pre-ordained purpose and plans for us, verses 19-24 remind us of the problems to come along the way that challenge God's purpose and plan for our life. When I read these following verses, I remember King David, a warrior, and protector of a nation, wrote this. His enemies were not just people that did not like him. His enemies came to kill, steal and destroy all of God's people. If you had an invader in your house trying to kill your children, your wife, and you, you would say these exact words David wrote down.

19 Oh, that you would slay the wicked, O God!
   O men of blood, depart from me!
20 They speak against you with malicious intent;
   your enemies take your name in vain.
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord (Yah·weh)?
   And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?
22 I hate them with complete (perfected) hatred;
   I count them, my enemies.

Psalms are all about being honest with God and confessing how we feel; it is about getting the emotion out to let God's Spirit and Truth in. Our emotional truth cries out to God to protect us from the wicked by killing them all. Yet, Spiritual truth reveals that if God removed all the wicked, He would have to remove us too. Without God's grace through Jesus Christ, "There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10, NKJV). That is why we not only go to God to protect us from the wicked, but we also go to God so that God can protect us from the wickedness that is within us. So, Psalms 139 closes with its most popular verses 23-24.

23 Search (investigate, examine thoroughly), O God (the Supreme Ruler and Judge), and know (and advise) my heart (mind, will, emotions, inclinations, passions)! Try (examine) me and know (advise) my thoughts.
24 And see (reveal) if there be any grievous (wicked, - even King David had wicked heart invaders, thought invaders) way in me, and lead me in the way to everlasting!

In summary, put in your heart, mind, and soul that God knows you completely. Yet, God still wants to be with you no matter wherever you go and still has a plan and purpose for your life. For God's presence, purpose, and problems are all part of God's adventure you were created to live.  
