
WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO START  
YOUR FIRM IN MAPLEWOOD?  
 I have worked in this community for many 
years. One day I walked out of my office for a 
cup of coffee, saw a “for sale sign” on an old 
house across the street and bought it right 
then and there. I left my wife a voicemail, 
“Cher, I went out for a cup of coffee and 
bought a building ... call me back.”

WHAT IS THE GENWEALTH  
INVESTMENT PHILOSOPHY?  
 Our investment philosophy differs entirely 
from the “herd” mentality of Wall Street. We 
do believe in active portfolio management and 
making carefully timed moves for our clients. 

AT WHAT AGE DO YOU RECOMMEND 
INDIVIDUALS GET HELP WITH THEIR 
FINANCIAL PLANNING?  
 Rather than thinking about age we like  
to focus on life events. Anyone (even at a 
relatively young age) could acquire significant 
assets and find themselves needing expertise 
to grow and protect the money. Life events 
trigger the need for financial guidance ... 
inheritance, change of job, sale of a home  
or retirement. 

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST MISTAKE  
PEOPLE MAKE WHEN INVESTING?  
 The first is overestimating future income  
and underestimating expenses. Most people 
think their investments will outperform their 
spending. Second, we find that clients do not 
factor in the long-term effects of inflation; 
prices will go up.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES EXIST IN  
TODAY’S MARKET?  
 The market is moving in faster spurts up  
and down than 10 years ago. We have to  
invest differently (take a more active  
approach in portfolio management; instead  
of buying and holding to capitalize on  
these movements). 

HOW HAS LOWER PERSONAL  
DEBT AFFECTED INVESTMENT?  
 Really, we are taking one step back  
and two steps forward. While it  
may seem positive to have  
people accumulating  
less personal debt,  
it’s actually hurting  
the economy in 
the short term.  
Reduction of  
personal debt is  
imperative to long- 
term growth. It’s ulti- 
mately about balance. 

HOW OFTEN SHOULD INDIVIDUALS 
REEVALUATE THEIR INVESTMENT 
STRATEGIES?  
 Every quarter. 

IF WE COULD DO ONE THING TO 
IMPROVE PERSONAL WEALTH AND 
FINANCIAL STABILITY, WHAT  
WOULD IT BE?  
 Spend less than what you earn!  ■

– As told to Elissa Cordrey 

Michael Leanza has spent the past 17 years advising clients on personal investments, 
most of that time while working for large banks. An MBA from Seton Hall, Leanza 
is passionate about his work; his family, including business partner and wife, 

Cherie, and their two sons; as well as his community, Maplewood. After 15 years of helping 
clients reach their personal dreams, Leanza took a step to fulfill his own by purchasing a 
building on historic Inwood Place and starting The GenWealth Group. 
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Investing
in Futures
Certified financial planner Michael Leanza
of The GenWealth Group in Maplewood
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