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Introduction: \Why
This Guide Matters

You're making great money. But is it
working as hard for you as you worked to

earn it?

Many high-income professionals and
business owners reach a point where DIY
investing and basic financial strategies
fall short. The stakes are higher now—tax
inefficiencies, impulsive decisions, and
poor planning can cost you six figures (or
more) over time. Every financial move has
a price, and the costs compound, growing

even larger as your income increases.

This guide will help you consider whether
you're financially and emotionally ready to
work with a trusted parther—someone
who collaborates with you to create
strategies for managing, balancing, and
strengthening your financial life while
supporting long-term stability and
confidence.



Do Any of These Sound Like
You?

You're earning well into six figures (or more), but you're not sure if your
wealth is working as efficiently as possible.

You've accumulated at least $500K+ in investments (or are on track
to) and want expert-level strategies to grow and protect your assets.
You're busy building your business or career and know your time is
best spent on what you do best. Rather than managing tax laws and
investments yourself, you want an experienced advisor to strategize your wealth
and free up your mental bandwidth.

You want a strategy that reflects your unique goals, values,
and lifestyle—not a cookie-cutter financial plan or investment
management only.

You know that many high earners make costly financial mistakes—and

you'd rather avoid them than pay the price of learning the hard way.

If any of these sound like you, this guide can help

you take control of your financial future.
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You Need a Strategic Tax Plan

to potentially Keep More of
Your Wealth

High earners can easily overpay $20K+ per year in unnecessary taxes. The
more you make, the more complex tax planning becomes—and small
mistakes add up fast.

A financial advisor helps you:

Mitigate your lifetime tax burden with proactive strategies.

Leverage advanced techniques like Roth conversions, tax-
loss harvesting, and charitable giving strategies.

Strategize your investments for tax efficiency, so more of
your money grows for you instead of going to the IRS.

be paying six figures more in taxes than necessary

E If you don't have a structured tax plan, you could

over your lifetime.
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You Have Significant Assets &
Want Pro-Level Management

Managing $500K+ in assets requires more than picking stocks—it
demands advanced tax-efficient strategies, risk mitigation, and
coordinated wealth planning.

A financial advisor helps to ensure that your portfolio isn't just growing
—it's geared for:

Mitigating unnecessary taxes and fees through strategic
investments.

Monitoring your assets for market volatility/economic shifts
with dynamic asset allocation.

Structuring your portfolio for sustainable, long-term growth
based on your individual goals.

At this level, small mistakes add up quickly. The
6 ‘ right advisor helps ensure your money is

working harder than ever before.
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You're Facing High-Stakes
Financial Decisions

Major financial decisions can be turning points—done right, they
can build lasting wealth; done wrong, they may create costly
setbacks.

If you're experiencing:
A business sale or stock cashout and want to mitigate taxes. A

major inheritance and need a tax-efficient wealth strategy.

Retirement or early retirement planning and have the goal of
lifelong financial security.

A marriage, child or major life change and want to strategize your
financial future.

A fiinancial advisor helps ensure you make the

smartest, most tax-efficient decisions aligned with

your values and priorities— saving you money and

stress.
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You Want More Than Just
Numbers—You Want a
Meaningful Financial Plan

Wealth isn't just about numbers—it's about aligning your financial
decisions with your values, priorities, and long-term vision.

You want a confidential and judgment-free space to
discuss not just investments and taxes, but also the deeper
questions:

« What does financial success mean to you?

« How can your wealth create freedom, impact, and
fulfillment?

« What legacy do you want to build?

You don't want a cookie-cutter financial plan—you want a strategy
that reflects your individual goals, lifestyle, and aspirations.

A high-level financial advisor doesn't just help
you make smart money moves—they help you

create a financial life that is truly fulfilling.
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You Believe in Proactive
Planning—Not Learning
from Costly Mistakes

Earning a high income doesn’t automatically translate to building
and keeping long-term wealth.

You're long-term focused and understand that financial success is
about strategy, discipline, and experienced guidance—not just
working harder or making reactive decisions.

You know the power of coaching and don’t want to make the same
costly financial mistakes that some high earners make, like:

« Overpaying tens (or hundreds) of thousands in unnecessary
taxes.

« Waiting too long to implement key wealth-building strategies.

e Not structuring investments, estate plans, or insurance properly.

Wealth isn't just about making money—it's about
making the right decisions at the right time. A

financial advisor ensures you don't leave your
financial future to chance.
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Biggest Mistakes People Make
When Choosing an Advisor

Trying to Do It All Yourself — Costly mistakes can drain your wealth, but
the real loss is time you'll never get back. The most successful people
build a trusted team of experts so they can focus on what matters—
family, passions, and the life they've worked hard to create.

Hiring a “Budget” Advisor — Cutting costs on financial advice can be
a costly mistake. A great advisor delivers multiple times their fee in
value through tax strategies, smart investing, and behavioral coaching
—adding 3% or more in net returns annually, according to research
done by Vanguard.!

Waiting Until There's a Problem - By the time a financial crisis hits, it's
often too late to fix it. The real cost isn't just the mistake—it's the
years of missed savings, lost investment growth, and wasted time
you'll never get back. The right advisor helps you stay ahead,
mManaging your wealth before problems arise.

Not Understanding How Your Advisor Is Compensated - Some
advisors earn commissions on the products they sell, which can create
hidden conflicts of interest. If your advisor is incentivized to sell specific
investments or insurance policies, are they recommending what's best
for you—or best for their bottom line?Always work with a fiduciary
who is legally required to act in your best interest and understand how
they are being compensated.

1. Francis M. Kinniry Jr., Colleen M. Jaconetti, Michael A. DiJoseph, and Yan Zilbering, 2014. Putting a
value on your value: Quantifying Vanguard Advisor's Alpha. The Vanguard Group.
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Biggest Mistakes People Make
When Choosing an Advisor [cont.]

N -

Focusing Only on Investments, Not
the Bigger Picture - Wealth
Mmanagement isn't just about growing
your portfolio— it's about connecting
the dots between tax planning, risk
management, and cash flow.

Without a cohesive strategy, even
strong financial decisions can fall short.
A well-structured plan strategizes
your wealth, saves time, and stays
aligned with your goals.

@ FLAGSHIPFINANCIAL 10

ADVISORS



3 High-Impact Financial
Moves to Make Today

Even if you're not quite ready to work with an advisor, these steps can
potentially strengthen your financial foundation:

Review Your Tax Strategy - High-income earners often
overpay taxes by $10,000+ per year. Work with a proactive tax
professional.

Create a Purposeful Spending Plan - Align your spending with what
truly matters to you while intentionally leaving dollars unallocated—so
you can pay your future self first and build lasting wealth.

Use unallocated dollars & automate paying your future-self first -
Set up automated contributions to your savings and investment
accounts so your money compounds effortlessly—without needing
your time or attention.
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Is It Time to Take Control of
Your Financial Future?

If you've read this far, you're already thinking about your next financial move. The
guestion is—do you have the right strategy and team in place to manage your
wealth and help avoid costly mistakes?

Step 1: Let's Talk — If you're earning $150K+ or managing $500K+ in investments, |
invite you to book a free discovery call to see if we're the right fit. We'll discuss

your financial goals and explore strategies to manage your wealth, potentially
reduce taxes, and help you strive for financial security.

Call: 615-823-2233
Email: info@flagshiptn.com

The best time to take control of A
your financial future is now.

Let’s start the conversation.
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Investment advice offered through Stratos Wealth Advisors, LLC, a registered
investment advisor. Stratos Wealth Advisors, LLC and Flagship Financial Advisors are
separate entities.

The information in this material is not intended as tax or legal advice. Stratos or
Flagship Financial Advisors does not provide tax or legal services. Please consult legal
or tax professionals for specific information regarding your individual situation.
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