Women Leaders and Pastors
Is it Biblical for a pastor to be a female? Is it Biblical for women to lead men? Is it immoral to have a female elder of a church?

Join us as we dive into this controversy today. 

My mother-in-law is an elder at her church, and some people are upset about that, and they don't even go to her church. They tell her that her church is sending by having her as an elder.

There's also the opposite side of the coin. I'm a member of the board of directors and the treasurer of the eastern region of South Carolina Girl Scouts. Because I'm a male, does that make me less qualified as a business leader?

The Apostle Paul made some statements that some interpret as God does not allow women to be spiritual leaders. Before we go there, I want you to see Paul's mindset and approach to ministry.

Paul wrote…
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, NKJV 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout… And the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we {meaning Paul too} who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus, we shall always be with the Lord. 

Paul's belief that Jesus would return during his lifetime does not discredit his ministry or prophecies. In the next chapter, Paul says he is still guessing when it will happen. We just got to be prepared.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-2, NLT
Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don't really need to write you. For you know quite well that the day of the Lord's return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night.

Paul's urgent expectation that it would be soon is evident in 1 Corinthians 7:26-33, NLT. "Because of the present crisis, I think it is best to remain as you are. If you have a wife, do not seek to end the marriage. If you do not have a wife, do not seek to get married… The time that remains is very short. So from now on, those with wives should not focus only on their marriage. Those who weep or who rejoice or who buy things should not be absorbed by their weeping or their joy or their possessions. Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as we know it will soon pass away. I want you to be free from the concerns of this life. An unmarried man can spend his time doing the Lord's work and thinking how to please him. But a married man has to think about his earthly responsibilities and how to please his wife."

In light of Paul's urgent mindset, here was his approach to society's laws and norms that did not violate God's written word. 

Romans 13:1, NIV
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities…

Romans 14:21, NIV
It is better not to… do anything else that will cause your brother or sister to fall. 

1 Corinthians 9:22, NIV
To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.

Paul did not focus on correcting society's laws and social norms. Paul adapted to each culture to spread the gospel quickly, as he believed Jesus could return at any time. To Paul, preaching the Gospel was the highest priority. If Paul were in a culture where it was illegal for women to teach men in a public forum, he would advise...

"The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the law also says…for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church. {However} …sisters, be eager to prophesy {which means be divinely empowered by God to preach or foretell God's words to others}... everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. (1 Corinthians 14:34-40, ESV).

Paul thought breaking a country's laws on purpose was shameful, as it would disgrace the Gospel message. It was against the local government's law, not God's law, that "Women are not allowed to speak {in church}…as the law says.". Logically if it was against God's law for women to lead or pastor men then that would mean God was and still is a sinner because, throughout your life, my life, throughout history and the scriptures, we see examples of God using women to judge, lead, pastor, teach, and correct men. Can women teach and lead? Considering around 75% of all K-12 teachers are female, and only 13% of elementary teachers are male, we know the answer. Source: https://www.edweek.org/leadership/male-teachers-share-advice-for-getting-more-men-into-the-profession/2021/03
There are areas in the Middle East where authorities still do not allow women to receive an education, teach, or lead men. Delivering the Gospel could involve delivering those who are discriminated against based on their gender or race.

Misquoting scripture and taking verses out of context is sinful and not aligned with God's character and love. Satan tried to do the same thing when tempting Jesus in the wilderness for 40 days, and Satan will try to do the same to you. 

Some quote that Eve's punishment was that her husband would rule over her. They use that scripture as proof that men are better leaders. They forget that this is a punishment, which could imply men are terrible leaders. No matter what, Jesus came to break the curse, the penalty of sin and death.

Sometimes, Paul in the scriptures mentioned that his statements were his personal opinions, and not a directive from God. 

Examples…
1 Corinthians 7:6-7, NIV
Now, as a concession, not a command, I say this...

1 Timothy 2:8-13
I, Paul, desire then that... a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.

First of all, all uneducated, both women and men, should learn quietly with all submissiveness. People who are passionate about things shouldn't speak about things they don't know about. Sadly, most women back in Paul's culture were not provided with an education. However, in our culture, women are the primary educators K-12; the excuse "women cannot teach because they're uneducated" is inexcusable here.

If it's a sin for women to preach, lead, or correct men's theology, then here are some examples of God sinning…

Numbers 11:29 ESV
... "Are you jealous…? Would that all the Lord's people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!"
Some men don't want women preachers and leaders because they're jealous that women may be able to do a better job leading than they can.

Acts 2:17 ESV
"'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…and your daughters shall prophesy…

Acts 18:26 ESV
Apollos began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. {Acts 18:2, 3, 28 says Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla… {Since Paul} was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them… Paul sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila}.

Romans 16:1 ESV
I commend to you {"be in union with, together with" and "to stand beside and support"} our sister Phoebe, a servant {minister, administrator, teacher, and pastor} of the church at Cenchreae…

Acts 10:34 ESV
So Peter opened his mouth and said: "Truly I understand that God shows no partiality,

Luke 2:36 ESV
And there was a prophetess, Anna...

Micah 6:4 ESV
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

Judges 4:4-5 ESV
Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time.
The bottom line is that for anyone to believe it is a sin and against God's law for women to teach, pastor, or lead men in the church, they are either (1) ignorant or (2) calling God a sinner. There is no in-between. God says to repent those from false doctrine and turn to the truth.  
