
A very heartfelt thank you is in order to all of the clients we 
have been working with, some from the very beginning of 
our practice. It is the thousands of personal conversations 
we have had, sharing what means the most to you, and 
placing your trust in us, which is woven through On the Back 
Burner. While it talks of the struggles we have as we think 
about money, how we communicate with each other, and 
what we want our legacy to be in this world, it is also truly a 
celebration of all we have, all we are, and all we are yet to 
become. Thank you for a dream come true.

So check this out. At the same time I was working on    
writing the book, our firm was introduced to a comprehen-
sive business training method which integrates financial 
planning with something called “values-based life planning.” 
Anyone who knows us is aware that one of the things which 
makes our firm unique is the meaningful life planning 
approach we take in what we do. Having already completed 
our training, we are very excited to add this focus to our 
existing framework for clients. We hope to be pioneers in 
this area, as we believe it is where our industry, and 
ultimately, society is headed. Turns out, I couldn’t have 
written a book which aligns any better with where our 
intentions were going.

Sometimes you wonder just how things work out in life. 
Putting together almost twenty-five years of thoughts turned 
out to be rewarding and quite emotional. Doing this while 
adopting two children from Haiti may not have been the best 
decision from purely a time perspective, but, as it turns out, 
they ended up being the true reason I wrote it.      
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Dream come true   
For many years, those who read this newsletter have 
had the opportunity to share in a regular section titled, 
“On the back burner.” Many people have asked what 
the title means, as on the surface, the topics are 
always inspirations that I have written. They have  
simply been metaphors for stepping back and 
reflecting on those things in our life which are most 
important, yet we don’t always treat them as such. I 
believe that when absorbing important information, 
especially as it relates to financial and life planning, 
engaging both sides of the brain prove beneficial.         

Two years ago, a new chapter in my life was started; 
something which I had been thinking about for a very 
long time. It was the opportunity to act on several 
decades of working in the financial services industry, a 
love for writing, and the firm belief that there are 
some very important conversations in our current 
world which we need to be having with ourselves, our 
families, and in our communities.

This summer, my first published book, On the Back 
Burner, will be introduced to the market. Some say,    
“it is my passionate exhortation to the citizens of 
21st-century America to align the values that we 
espouse with those which we live.” While this may be 
true, I believe it is simply a hopeful beginning to a  
conversation about who we are as people and what we 
want our present moments to look like.
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Guiding our clients in achieving true 
independence so they can focus on 
living out their meaningful purpose.



A healthy view
When we think about financial planning and what we need to do to reach our 
goals, there are many things that play a part. Investment returns, inflation, 
savings rates, spending projections, and how long we work are all pieces of 
the puzzle which must be analyzed. While all of these things are important, 
there is truly one centerpiece of our plan; that is, our health and how long we 
live. 

Media and the financial industry often make proclamations about longevity as 
it relates to retirement and investment planning. Many seem to take the same 
slant; we may live a long time and are not currently saving enough. While this 
is a worthy discussion, we believe there is more, and wish to take it to a 
deeper level. Let’s gain an understanding of how integrated the word “health” 
is in legacy planning.

In all of the things we plan for in our lives, most of us assume we will be 
healthy enough to do them. Or, in some cases, if we know about a concern, we 
plan for it. Now, consider your health is not as hoped. As we prepare 
financially for the future, does your plan support unanticipated health issues? 
How would this change things?

Think about the concept of elder care in our society and where that is headed. 
How we are preparing for the later years is affecting our entire culture, 
including family time, living arrangements, and societal structure. Planning 
for this will be critical.

How about the simple concept of what we eat these days and how we share 
meals together. Is there anything to be said about how difficult it is to figure 
out what we are supposed to be eating and how to get a family to sit down 
together for dinner? 

Do you plan on being involved in volunteer or charitable work in retirement? 
In addition to the many personal health benefits in serving others as it relates 
to your personal wellness, there are plenty of people who need serving. What 
will be our dedication to serving the least among us as a reflection of the 
health of our society? We are all in this together.

We all know that we are going to die someday. However, we often wait until 
it’s too late to plan the logistical issues that put our future plans intact. Do 
your children know what your wishes are? Are your documents in place so 
that if anything happens, all is good? These are structural items which don’t 
necessarily affect our health, but are logistically tied to it.

The premise of this story is not to give a viewpoint on how anyone should live 
their life, but to explore the relationship between the decisions we make, 
what is important to us, and the legacies that we build. We have to remember 
that health is not just about finances, but it is also intellectual, spiritual and 
emotional. We wanted to step back a bit and present a bigger picture of 
something we seem to be talking about everywhere these days, but not often 
in a connected fashion.    
 
 

On the back burner

What you wish you were 

What is one thing you know today 
that you wish you knew when you 
were young? What would your life 
be like if things were different? 
Would you finally have everything 
you deserve or peace in your heart?

These are thoughts many people find 
themselves contemplating in life. 
For some, maybe it was a poor 
decision which affected many years. 
For others, the fulfillment of a 
dream. Still for some, having 
appreciation or life meaning would 
have made things easier. What if?

There will always be things in this 
world which seek to control our 
past. When we look to them, that is 
exactly where we will live. 

What if we released all those 
feelings about what we wish we 
were and shifted our focus to 
becoming what we are?

Everything in this life happens for a 
reason. Believe that. The one thing 
both our past and future have in 
common is that they are molded by 
how we live in the present moment. 

Next time you find yourself thinking 
about what might have been, ask 
yourself how what you are doing 
right now is affecting your life. 
Then you won’t have to worry about 
it anymore because you will be 
blazing a path into the future.

By: Lee Stoerzinger



         
         
       

Your give back plan
For many years, we have been working closely 
with our clients on legacy and charitable 
planning, helping them develop strategies 
which fit into their lives. It is one of the most 
rewarding pieces of what we do because we 
get to see our clients make a difference in the 
lives of their families, communities, and 
world. 

In the old days, it would have been a complex 
process to create a strategic charitable plan, 
including a lot of time and legal documenta-
tion. In recent years, some very exciting tools 
have been created which provide the 
opportunity to combine what you do today with 
what you leave behind in a simplified manner.

Partnering with our firm, our clients have the 
opportunity to establish a “giving fund,” 
which allows the following opportunities...

* You establish and name your fund

* Make tax deductible contributions to          
   your fund

* Work with us to determine how the         
   money is invested

* Distribute grants to registered charities

* Name a successor to leave a charitable          
   legacy

* Donate anonymously, if you prefer   

This giving opportunity is as easy as opening  
an account and does not require additional 
legal paperwork.   

Please give us a call, if you would like to learn 
more about this wonderful option.
       

Budgeting = wealth
Do you think putting together a budget is painful, maybe even 
unnecessary? If so, you’re not alone. However, tracking your   
expenses over time can add up to be significant, especially since 
we all seem to be working hard to retire. Generally speaking, 
filling a bucket with a hole in it doesn’t work well over time.

We have a solution. If you have not taken full advantage of the 
savings and budgeting section of our client wealth management 
dashboard, let us help you. It not only tracks your expenses on 
various levels, but compares it to how you are doing against a 
budget. It’s pretty cool stuff that addresses a roadblock for many.  

The 30-year ride
From a 16% - 10 year treasury yield in the early 1980’s to 
numbers close to zero in the past few years, it was one of the 
greatest bull markets in history. Most of us can agree that in 
some fashion, it is over. This has led people to focus on the 
discussion about what happens when rates start to go up. What 
will it mean for bonds, stocks, and all other markets as we enter  
a world in which most investors and money managers have never 
worked? If that isn’t enough, what is going to replace the growth 
part of performance that bonds have traditionally played in 
portfolios? 

What do we mean by this? For simplicity, a typical diversified 
portfolio may have both stocks and bonds. For almost two 
generations and until the past few years, bonds have provided 
both yield and growth. We are entering a period where yields 
may start to return, but the growth part may be removed for a 
while. 

We agree that while global portfolios have not been in favor as of 
late, they will play a critical role in future investment allocations 
and the opportunity for excess returns. While many tout that this 
is now the age of unmanaged buy and hold, our firm believes 
active management and style diversification with be crucial.   
Disclosure: (International investing presents certain risks not associated 

with investing solely in the United States.)           

Investment and retirement planning to help people accumulate, preserve and pass on wealth. 

www.leestoerzinger.com

Our expertise is in helping our 
clients identify how the pieces of 
their financial lives fit together.



Financial Figures 
@ Close of Business, 06-30-2015                                            
(Information by finance.yahoo.com)   

  06-30-2015

INDICATOR  
Prime rate:  3.25%
Discount rate:  0.75%
3 month t-bill yield:  0.03%
10 year t-bond yield:  2.35%
30 year t-bond yield:  3.12%

30 year fixed mortgage:  4.19%
 
Dow Jones Ind:  17619.51
S&P 500 index:  2063.11
NYSE composite:  10805.21
Nasdaq composite:  4986.87
FTSE 100: (Europe)  6520.98
Nikkei 225: (Asia)  20235.73
Oil            59.09
Gold:  1172.10

Trivium
Definition: Studies intended to provide general 
knowledge and intellectual skills.

All who contact us with the correct answer will 
be placed in a drawing for a $30 gift certificate 
of your choice.

QUESTION:
What was Gordon Gekko’s most famous line?

WINNER FROM LAST QUARTER:  
JERRY STOERZINGER

OTHERS WHO ANSWERED CORRECTLY: 
Jean Ford

QUESTION FROM LAST QUARTER:
What is the difference between strategic and 
tactical unconstrained investing?

ANSWER:
Strategic investing, is designed to track the 
broader markets. Relative market exposure is 
the important driver in performance. Tactical 
unconstrained aims to provide flexibility for 
active management, and an absolute return 
approach.

A Note to Our Clients
Hey, everyone,

Do you have friends or family who are in a period of transition and 
could benefit from a relationship with our firm? Often times, there 
are life events like retirement, job changes, the death of a spouse
or divorce which trigger the need to make large and emotional
decisions. We would be happy to help them like we have helped you.

If you feel an intimate gathering or fun event would be a valuable
way to make an introduction, please let us know and we would 
appreciate the opportunity to spend the time.

We look forward to sharing this newsletter again next quarter.

Lee Stoerzinger CFP®                                                                     
President 

Lee Stoerzinger, Inc. is a proactive investment and retirement planning firm. 

Our primary focus is retirement income planning for retirees and pre-retirees 

looking to appropriately structure their assets.

Our expertise is in helping our clients identify how the pieces of their financial 

lives fit together, understand the investment process, set realistic expectations 

for their personal situation, and blend investments into a comprehensive 

financial plan. 

We seek to provide world-class service, and exceed our clients’ expectations in 

all matters. We hope that in all that we do for our clients and our community, 

we continue to bring powerful meaning to the word character. 

Securities and Advisory Services offered through SII Investments, Inc. ®
Member FINRA/SIPC and Registered Investment Advisor
Lee Stoerzinger, Inc. and SII are separate companies. 
SII does not provide tax nor legal advice.
940 Inwood Avenue North  |  Oakdale, MN 55128 
phone: 651-578-1600  |  email: advice@leestoerzinger.com                                         
www.leestoerzinger.com

This newsletter intends to offer general information on the subjects discussed, but 
should not be regarded as a complete analysis of these subjects. Professional 
advisors should be consulted before implementing any options presented. No party 
assumes liability for any loss or damage resulting from errors or omissions or 
reliance on or use of this material. States Registered to offer Securities: Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon, Pennsylvania 
Texas, Utah, Wisconsin. States Licensed to offer Insurance: Minnesota, Wisconsin.


