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The Dow Jones      

Industrial Average 

was first calculated in 

1896. 

 

There is only 1 stock 

still in the index from 

the original 30…   

General Electric. 
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With the increase a few years ago in the estate tax credit...90% (probably 

more) of Americans will never have to worry about the estate tax. But 

does this mean you don’t need to have an Estate Plan?  The answer is no. 

Everyone needs an Estate Plan. 

I liked the way an attorney at a recent seminar I attended explained it. 

An Estate Plan needs to answer 3 main questions: 

1. What “stuff” do you have?                                                                     

Real estate, investments, collectibles, cars, etc. 

2. Who do you want to get your “stuff”” when you are gone?               

Family, friends, charities. 

3. Who do you want to leave in charge of distributing your “stuff”?              

Family, close friend, corporate trustee. 

There are 3 ways you can answer these questions: 

1. Through a property executed Will. 

2. Through a properly executed and funded Living Trust. 

3. Don’t make a decision (i.e. leave no Will or Living Trust and let your 

State of Residence decide.) 

As a financial Planner, I try very hard to not let any of my clients make 

decision number 3. Going through this process is not as hard as most 

people fear it will be. Plus you are not going to up and die if you put a 

Will or Living Trust into place (okay, can’t guarantee that one). 

Don’t you want to be in charge of who gets your “stuff” when you die? No-

tice I said when, not if. Death is 100% certain (unless I missed some-

thing). 

Don’t wait any longer to get your Estate Plan in place! Give me a call, 

and we will get you set up with an attorney who can make the process go 

easily for you. 



Keeping up with the Dow Joneses 

   

     

    6/10/2016   Change 

DJIA           17,818    (1yr)  2.26%  

S&P500            2,089    (1yr)  2.20%                

 

3-Month T-Bill 0.23% 

10-Year Treasury 1.59% 

 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average is an index that you cannot invest in directly.  The performance of any index 

is not indicative of the performance of any investment and does not take into account the effects 

of  inflation and the fees and expenses associated with investing.  
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Arizona Qualifying Charities Tax Credit 
 

The Arizona Legislature recently increased the amount of the qualifying Charities Credit to $800 

for married couples and $400 for single individuals. You also now have until April 15, 2017 to 

make a donation and still have it qualify for a 2016 tax credit. 

 

Remember, a tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in your state taxes. The only caveat is 

that you must have enough Arizona tax to utilize the credit. If you owe enough Arizona tax, you 

can couple this credit with the public and private school tax credits. 

 

Many of you  know that I am on the Board for Miracle League of Arizona.                                          

Miracle League is a baseball facility for special needs kids and adults located at Frank Lloyd 

Wright & Via Linda in Scottsdale.  Donations to Miracle League qualify for the credit-so if you 

would like to help us out feel free to give me a call. 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

We are celebrating our 25th anniversary of helping our clients,                                                    
“Save Taxes and Plan for the Future.” We had a “guess the pennies” contest for our tax 
clients. Randy & Britt Short were the lucky winner’s of a gift certificate for dinner at Blue Adobe. We’ve also been 
giving out some 2016 Silver Dollars in recognition of some long-time clients. Keep an eye out for an Open House 

this fall, and we hope you can join us in the celebration! 


