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Retirement. College. An
emergency fund. A new
home or home improvement
project. Check, check,
check, and check. If you've
been saving faithfully each
month for some or all of
these things, you might feel

that you're on a never-ending financial
treadmill. It takes discipline, perseverance, and
sacrifice to maintain a robust savings effort
month after month, all while meeting your
day-to-day financial obligations.

But with such planning and focus, it's possible
to get into a rut of always saving for the future
with nothing left for today. If so, it might be time
to take a step back and focus on the present. If
you can't remember the last time you felt
energized or inspired in your daily life, consider
investing in a new asset: yourself. Focusing on
yourself from time to time might just give you
the extra motivation you need to stick with your
long-term savings plan. Think of it as seeing the
trees instead of the forest for a change.

If you find yourself with a small windfall from a
tax refund, bonus, flexible spending account
reimbursement, or simply a cut in discretionary
spending, here are some ideas for spending it.

Focus on your health and well-being
Are you feeling sluggish or stressed out?
Having trouble sleeping? Watching the pounds
creep on little by little each year? It might be
time to focus on your health and well-being.
Staying active is critical to maintaining good
physical and mental health. Regular exercise
can help control your weight; prevent disease;
improve your mood, sleep, and energy levels;
and generally make it easier for you to tackle all
the things — financial and otherwise — on your
plate each day.

To get on the health track, you could join a
gym; work with a personal trainer or nutritionist;
or sign up for a yoga, weight, or other fitness
class. Or start on your own personal fitness
path by purchasing home exercise equipment
and workout gear for training trips around the
block or a 5K.

Sore muscles? Chronic backache? Neck pain
from working at a computer all day? Maybe it's
time to see a physical therapist and invest in an
ergonomic office chair, a stand-up desk, or a
new bed and pillows.

What about your diet? Do your eating habits
need improvement? Consider investing in some
new kitchen equipment/appliances, cookbooks,
a food delivery service, or even a cooking class
so you can try new recipes and discover
healthy dishes you enjoy.

Along with better physical health, maybe you
could benefit from some inner peace and quiet,
too. Consider creating a meditation spot inside
or outside your home where you can go to relax
and reflect on your day: a bench under a
favorite tree, a new chair next to the fireplace,
or a small desk near a window.

Expand your horizons, literally and
figuratively
Do you feel as though you're living the same
day over and over again? Doing something
outside your normal routine can shake out the
cobwebs and give you fresh inspiration and a
new perspective. Possibilities include taking a
trip to a new destination, participating in a short
volunteer vacation, enrolling in an adult
education class, or getting involved in a new
project or hobby and seeing how much fun a
creative outlet can be. You don't have to limit
yourself to one!

Get up-to-date
Still sporting clothes, eyeglasses, or a hairstyle
from your younger days? Carrying a worn
briefcase or bag to work every day? Trying to
accomplish tasks on an old laptop? Maybe it's
time to update your wardrobe and accessories.

When you have many financial obligations, it's
easy to put yourself last. But occasionally, it's
important to put yourself first. In addition to the
immediate benefits, investing in your health and
interests might pay off in the future in the form
of lower health-care costs, a wider social
network of friends, fulfilling hobbies, and a new
perspective on life.
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Key Retirement and Tax Numbers for 2019
Every year, the Internal Revenue Service
announces cost-of-living adjustments that affect
contribution limits for retirement plans and
various tax deduction, exclusion, exemption,
and threshold amounts. Here are a few of the
key adjustments for 2019.

Employer retirement plans
• Employees who participate in 401(k), 403(b),

and most 457 plans can defer up to $19,000
in compensation in 2019 (up from $18,500 in
2018); employees age 50 and older can defer
up to an additional $6,000 in 2019 (the same
as in 2018).

• Employees participating in a SIMPLE
retirement plan can defer up to $13,000 in
2019 (up from $12,500 in 2018), and
employees age 50 and older can defer up to
an additional $3,000 in 2019 (the same as in
2018).

IRAs
The combined annual limit on contributions to
traditional and Roth IRAs increased to $6,000
in 2019 (up from $5,500 in 2018), with
individuals age 50 and older able to contribute
an additional $1,000. For individuals who are
covered by a workplace retirement plan, the
deduction for contributions to a traditional IRA
is phased out for the following modified
adjusted gross income (AGI) ranges:

2018 2019

Single/head
of household
(HOH)

$63,000 -
$73,000

$64,000 -
$74,000

Married filing
jointly (MFJ)

$101,000 -
$121,000

$103,000 -
$123,000

Married filing
separately
(MFS)

$0 - $10,000 $0 - $10,000

Note: The 2019 phaseout range is $193,000 -
$203,000 (up from $189,000 - $199,000 in
2018) when the individual making the IRA
contribution is not covered by a workplace
retirement plan but is filing jointly with a spouse
who is covered.

The modified AGI phaseout ranges for
individuals to make contributions to a Roth IRA
are:

2018 2019

Single/HOH $120,000 -
$135,000

$122,000 -
$137,000

MFJ $189,000 -
$199,000

$193,000 -
$203,000

MFS $0 - $10,000 $0 - $10,000

Estate and gift tax
• The annual gift tax exclusion for 2019 is

$15,000, the same as in 2018.
• The gift and estate tax basic exclusion

amount for 2019 is $11,400,000, up from
$11,180,000 in 2018.

Kiddie tax
Under the kiddie tax rules, unearned income
above $2,200 in 2019 (up from $2,100 in 2018)
is taxed using the trust and estate income tax
brackets. The kiddie tax rules apply to: (1)
those under age 18, (2) those age 18 whose
earned income doesn't exceed one-half of their
support, and (3) those ages 19 to 23 who are
full-time students and whose earned income
doesn't exceed one-half of their support.

Standard deduction

2018 2019

Single $12,000 $12,200

HOH $18,000 $18,350

MFJ $24,000 $24,400

MFS $12,000 $12,200

Note: The additional standard deduction
amount for the blind or aged (age 65 or older)
in 2019 is $1,650 (up from $1,600 in 2018) for
single/HOH or $1,300 (the same as in 2018) for
all other filing statuses. Special rules apply if
you can be claimed as a dependent by another
taxpayer.

Alternative minimum tax (AMT)

2018 2019

Maximum AMT exemption amount

Single/HOH $70,300 $71,700

MFJ $109,400 $111,700

MFS $54,700 $55,850

Exemption phaseout threshold

Single/HOH $500,000 $510,300

MFJ $1,000,000 $1,020,600

MFS $500,000 $510,300

26% rate on AMTI* up to this amount, 28%
rate on AMTI above this amount

MFS $95,550 $97,400

All others $191,100 $194,800

*Alternative minimum taxable income
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Business Owners: What's Your Plan for Retirement?
If you're a small-business owner, you probably
pour your heart, soul, and nearly all your money
into your business. When it comes to retirement
planning, do you cross your fingers and hope
your business will provide the nest egg you'll
need to live comfortably? What if you become ill
and have to sell your business early? Or what if
the business experiences setbacks just before
you retire?

Rather than relying on your business to define
your retirement lifestyle, consider a
tax-advantaged retirement plan to supplement
your strategy. Employer-sponsored plans offer
many benefits, including current tax deductions
for the business itself and tax-deferred growth
(and perhaps even tax-free income) for you and
your employees. Here are some options to
consider.

Qualified plans
Although these types of plans generally have
regulatory requirements that can be costly and
somewhat cumbersome, they offer a certain
level of control and flexibility.

• Profit-sharing plan: Typically, only the
business contributes to a profit-sharing plan.
Contributions are discretionary (although they
must be "substantial and recurring") and are
placed into separate accounts for each
employee according to an established
allocation formula. There's no fixed amount
requirement, and in years when profitability is
particularly tight, you generally need not
contribute at all.

• 401(k) plan: Perhaps the most popular type
of retirement plan offered by employers, a
401(k) plan can allow employees to make
both pre- and after-tax (Roth) contributions.
The accounts grow on a tax-deferred basis.
Distributions from pre-tax accounts are taxed
as ordinary income, whereas distributions
from Roth accounts are tax-free as long as
they are qualified. Employee contributions
cannot exceed $18,500 in 2018 ($24,500 for
those 50 and older) or 100% of
compensation, and you, as the employer, can
choose to match a portion of employee
contributions. These plans must pass tests to
ensure they are nondiscriminatory; however,
you can avoid the testing requirements by
adopting a "safe harbor" provision that
requires a set matching contribution based on
one of two formulas. Another way to avoid
testing is by adopting a SIMPLE 401(k) plan.
However, because they are more
complicated than SIMPLE IRAs (described
later in this article), SIMPLE 401(k)s are not
widely utilized.

• Defined benefit (DB) plan: Commonly
known as a traditional pension plan, DB plans
are not as popular as they once were and are
uncommon among small businesses due to
costs and complexities. They promise to pay
employees a set level of benefits during
retirement, based on a formula typically
expressed as a percentage of income. DB
plans generally require an actuary's
expertise.

Total contributions to profit-sharing and 401(k)
plans cannot exceed $55,000 or 100% of
compensation in 2018. With both profit-sharing
and 401(k) plans (except safe-harbor 401(k)
plans), you can impose a vesting schedule that
permits your employees to become entitled to
employer contributions over a period of time.

IRA plans
Unlike qualified plans that must comply with
specific regulations, SEP-IRAs and SIMPLE
IRAs are less complicated and typically less
costly.

• SEP-IRA: A SEP allows you to set up an IRA
for yourself and each of your eligible
employees. Although you contribute the same
percentage of pay for every employee, you're
not required to make contributions every
year. Therefore, you can time your
contributions according to what makes sense
for the business. For 2018, total contributions
(both employer and employee) are limited to
25% of pay up to a maximum of $55,000 for
each employee (including yourself).

• SIMPLE IRA: The SIMPLE IRA allows
employees to contribute up to $12,500 in
2018 on a pre-tax basis. Employees age 50
and older may contribute an additional
$3,000. As the employer, you must either
match your employees' contributions dollar
for dollar up to 3% of compensation, or make
a fixed contribution of 2% of compensation for
every eligible employee. (The 3% contribution
can be reduced to 1% in any two of five
years.)

For the self-employed
In addition to the options noted above, sole
entrepreneurs may consider an individual or
"solo" 401(k) plan. This type of plan is very
similar to a standard 401(k) plan, but because it
applies only to the business owner and his or
her spouse, the regulatory requirements are not
as stringent. It can also have a profit-sharing
feature, which could help you maximize your
tax-advantaged savings potential.

This article is a brief
overview of some of the
retirement plan options
available. The right plan for
you and your business will
depend on a number of
factors. Consider reviewing
IRS Publication 560,
Retirement Plans for Small
Business, and consulting a
financial professional before
making any decisions.

Distributions from pre-tax
accounts and nonqualified
distributions from Roth
accounts will be taxed at
ordinary income tax rates. In
addition, taxable
withdrawals before age 59½
will be subject to a 10%
penalty tax, unless an
exception applies. (For the
definition of a qualified Roth
IRA withdrawal, refer to
chapter 2 of IRS Publication
590-B, Distributions from
Individual Retirement
Arrangements.)

All investing involves risk,
including the possible loss
of principal. There is no
guarantee that working with
a financial professional will
result in investment
success.
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Can a flexible work schedule help you stay in the
workforce after having children?
Yes, it just might be the key.
Your job is the foundation for
general financial security,
including retirement. In

addition to providing you with a steady salary
and valuable employee benefits, it typically
brings with it the ability to save in a
tax-advantaged employer-sponsored retirement
plan like a 401(k), and if you're lucky, a
pension. It also allows you to start qualifying for
Social Security retirement benefits.

Women and men may start out on relatively
equal financial footing in their 20s. But when
children come along, women are much more
likely to take time out of the workforce to care
for them.1 A common refrain is "my salary
would just go to daycare costs anyway, so
what's the point?" This is often true. But it's
really not fair for one parent to assume sole
responsibility for child-care costs; it is a shared
financial responsibility that both parents should
take on.

Many women want to keep at least one foot in
the workforce after having children, not only for
financial reasons but also for career mobility
and personal fulfillment. If you'd like to keep

working but can't accommodate the traditional,
40-hour-per-week, in-office schedule, consider
requesting a modified schedule if your job
allows it. This could mean telecommuting from
home one or more days per week, having a
flexible work schedule (such as 11 a.m. to 7
p.m.), working part-time, or some combination
thereof. In many cases, a flexible work
arrangement can be the difference between
staying in the workforce or having to leave it, so
consider exploring this possibility before you
exit prematurely.

Think about what your ideal work arrangement
would be and request a meeting with your
manager to discuss your well-thought-out
proposal. This plan should include a trial period
after which both sides can come back to the
table and evaluate how things are working.
Employers are increasingly recognizing that
flexible schedules are key to having a diverse,
gender-neutral workforce. In the end, asking for
a flexible schedule might just allow you to keep
that steady salary and continue saving for
retirement.

1) U.S. Department of Labor Blog, Women and
Retirement Savings, March 2017
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