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        When a home goes on 
the market it becomes a 
product.   Just like any prod-
uct, there are other products 
to compete with.  To gain an 
edge in the Real Estate mar-
ket, your property must be 
priced right and look better 
than the competition.  Even 
in today’s Sellers’ Market, 
if you are reaching for the 
stars, price wise, you will 
want your home to look its 
absolute best.

             
   This can be accomplished 
by something REALTORS 
call HOME STAGING™.  
Home Staging™ uses special 
techniques to make a home 
more appealing to buyers.  

A Staged™ Home usually sells 
for more money and in less 
time than the competition! In 
most cases, the Home Stag-
ing™ begins with these two 
steps: 
1.  De-cluttering and
2.  Rearranging furnishings.  
Collectively I like to call this 
“Undecorating”.

   The De-cluttering is done 
first because clutter eats up 
equity.  

When you sell your home, 
you will eventually pack up 
and move.  So, start pack-
ing early.  The key is to think 
about what you can and can’t 
live without. For example:  Do 

you use your toaster/coffee 
maker/blender everyday? If 
not, take them off the counter 
and store them in a cabinet. 
You can apply this principle 
to every surface and room 
in a home.  It is also impor-
tant to remove some of your 
personal items such as fam-
ily photos and memorabilia. 
The potential buyers have to 
be able to picture themselves 
in the house and it is difficult 
to do this if your “heart” is on 
the walls.  

   The next step in Staging™ 
a home is rearranging the 
furnishings. The goal is to 
broaden the appeal and draw 
the buyer’s eye to the home’s 
features:  such as an archway, 
a fireplace or a set of French 
Doors.  The home has to be 
inviting, open and unclut-
tered. You will be surprised 
how moving and removing 
some of the furnishings can 
improve the appeal of the 
home to buyers.  All homes 
differ in the amount of rear-
ranging they need, but almost 
every home needs some form 
of rearranging and undeco-
rating before it is listed.

      So far, I hope your New 
Year is off to a great start. 
Wednesday, February 2nd 
is Groundhog Day! A Penn-
sylvania Dutch superstition 
that gives Punxsutawney 
Phil tremendous credence 
for predicting whether or 
not we’re doomed for an-
other 6 weeks of winter.
   Speedweeks comes roar-
ing back to town, February 
15th and culminates with 
the Daytona 500 on Sunday, 
February 20th. 
   That manipulative little 
flying baby known as Cupid 
will arrive on Monday, Feb-
ruary 14th to usher in Val-
entine’s Day with an arrow 
to the heart. Don’t forget to 
make it a special day for the 
one you love!
   Tax season is just around 
the corner and just as a 
reminder, consolidated 
tax statements for tax-
able investment accounts 
don’t normally go out until 
March. So, please be pa-
tient! 

Respectfully, 
Scott Weidman, CFP®

Learn How To Maximize Your Home's Value
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Insurance
➢ Life Insurance (term, variable, universal 
and whole)
➢ Long Term Disability Insurance
➢ Long Term Care Insurance
➢ Buy / Sell Funding
➢ Business Overhead Expense Insurance
 
Services
➢ Hourly Consulting
➢ Retirement Projections and Evaluation
➢ Income Planning
➢ Asset Allocation and Risk Management

Investments
➢ Mutual Funds
➢ Variable Annuities
➢ Equity Indexed Annuities
➢ Fixed Annuities
➢ Stocks / Bonds

Account Types
➢ Fee Based Advisory Accounts
➢ Brokerage Accounts
➢ Third Party Money Managers
➢ 401k Rollovers
➢ IRA’s and Roth IRA’s

Phone: 386-308-5842
Fax: 866-840-3866
Mobile: 386-299-2893
E m a i l : s c o t t . w e i d m a n @
jwcemail.com
340 S. Beach Street, Suite #128, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Evenings and Saturdays available 
by appointment.

A valentines Day Getaway
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    As Valentine’s Day ap-
proaches, I was thinking 
what better way to cele-
brate your love by taking 
a day trip to a town close 
by and enjoying some ex-
citing new adventures to-
gether as a couple. 

Mount Dora has been 
ranked as one of the best 
romantic and charming 
escapes in Florida. With 
just over 15,000 residents 
there is no shortage of 
activities. Mount Dora is 
known for its historical 
buildings, over 30 annual 
festivals, antique shops, 
parks, and the lake. Here 
are the top 5 things to 
check out. 

     The Modernism Mu-
seum offers rotating ex-
hibits that change almost 
every year. The museum 
focuses on bringing in 
exhibits from around the 
United States such as the 
estate of David Bowie. 
The Museum offers an 
unprecedented collec-
tion of fine art and design 
from mid-century works 
to those being created to-
day. 

    Next on the list is the 
Mount Dora Olive Oil 
Company. They allow 
you to taste each of the 
different oils offered and 
choose your favorite to 
bottle! From green chili 
to basil, blood orange, 
herbs de Provence, gar-
lic, lime, wild mushroom, 
and olive wood smoked 
are just a few of the flavors 
offered. With so many 
choices, you will be sure 
to find the perfect choice 
for your taste buds! 

     Third on the list is The 
Cellar Door. It’s the place 
to soak up the sounds 
from local musicians 
and storytellers that love 
to practice their art. The 
list of beer and wine is 
constantly changing due 
to their commitment to 
bringing new and exciting 
options to their guests. 

      For dinner, The Goblin 

Market Restaurant and 
Lounge was top on the 
list of must-eat places in 
Mount Dora. The restau-
rant is composed of three 
intimate, but refined 
rooms lined with book-
cases. Guest rave about 
their famous whisky on-
ion soup along with their 
escargot and market fresh 
swordfish. 

    If you’re looking for 
a leisurely way to ex-
plore the waterways, hop 
aboard one of the Rusty 
Anchor Mount Dora 
cruises. They are offer-
ing special Valentine’s 
weekend cruises. You can 
choose a romantic 1-hour 
sunset cruise that begins 
at 5:30 p.m. Here you’ll 
be able to float past some 
of the city’s most iconic 
landmarks, including 
Mount Dora’s waterfront, 
Boat House Row, the His-
toric Lakeside Inn, the 
Lighthouse, Palm Island 
Boardwalk and Simpson’s 
Cove. Described as “the 
most beautiful mile of 
waterway in the world”. 
      Hopefully these Valen-
tine’s Day tips helps make 
this month a special one 
for you and your Valen-
tine! 
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Tip Of The Month
         
      Under the traditional pension formula, 
you accrue a monthly benefit starting at 
full retirement age. But before the pen-
sion payments begin, you MUST make 
an election. Whether or not you choose a 
survivor benefit for your spouse. 
   The Florida Retirement System gives 
you 4 choices. A full benefit with nothing 
left for your survivor, a 10-year certain 
option, 2/3 survivor for your spouse or a 
100% survivor option. But what if you’re 
not married? Normally you cannot elect 
a non-spouse (such as a child or sibling) 
as a beneficiary to your pension benefits 
once payments begin. So, if you were to 
die prematurely after the very first pen-
sion check, it’s possible no one would get 
any of your hard earned benefits. 
   This is where a “second election” might 
make sense. By contacting the FRS 
helpline, they can calculate your net pres-
ent value of your pension and if you do 
choose to do the second election, you 
could roll that into an investment account 
and name any beneficiaries you like. Of 
course, the disadvantage is, the income 
the pension was guaranteeing you for 
life, is no longer guaranteed. So, it critical 
you have a plan to make sure your money 
lasts. For more Tips and Strategies check 
out our upcoming FRS Workshop at 
www.FRSWorkShop.com or give us a call 
at 386-299-2893. 

Scott Weidman, CFP® 
Savannah Court Financial Advisors, Inc.

   There are many more 
techniques to Staging™ a 
home.  Consulting with 
a Home Staging Profes-
sional is the very best way 

to give your home the 
competitive edge in to-
day’s Real Estate Market.

Contributed by Nan-
cy Cortez, Real Estate 

Agent, Home Stager P.A.
17 years experience in 
Staging and Selling homes!
nancycortez@adamscam-
eron.com
(386) 299-8544
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Flashback 50 Years Ago This Month

      On February 14, 1972 the musical “Grease” opened at the Eden Theatre 
off Broadway. The show turned out to be a surprise hit and soon moved 
to the Broadhurst Theatre and then to the Royale where it remained until 
April 13, 1980. The show had a record run and received seven Tony Award 
nominations.

Music
"Let’s Stay Together" by Al Green 
reached number 1 on the Billboard 
Hot 100. Billboard ranked it as the 
number 11 song of 1972.

Hank Aaron becomes the first play-
er to earn $200,000 in average an-
nual salary
      On February 29, 1972, future 
Hall of Famer Hank Aaron becomes 
the first player to earn $200,000 in 
average annual salary. Aaron signs 
a three-year deal with the Atlanta 
Braves on the heels of one of his best 
seasons – a .327 average, 47 home 
runs, and 118 RBIs.

Second Election For Suvivor Needs

http://www.FRSWorkShop.com
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Idiom Of The Month

Valentines are all about 
the hearts. But can you 
imagine the first time 
someone heard THIS 
phrase? With such a bar-
baric and shocking initial 
interpretation, just like 
every idiom, the actual 
meaning is very differ-

ent. The phrase “To Eat 
Your Heart Out” is to feel 
jealous of someone else’s 
achievements or good 
fortune. It is often used in 
an exaggerated gloating 
or humorous way such as 
“Eat your heart out, I just 
won $500 bucks in the lot-

tery!” 
   Its roots originate from a 
Latin saying, cor ne edito, 
which Plutarch gave as 
a Parable of Pythagoras, 
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“E at  Your Hear t  Out”
meaning “eat not thy heart”. 
The warning can be inter-
preted to mean “do not tor-
ture your soul with worry”. 
And now you know! 


