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As many of you know, Paul Smeton officially 
retired on November 1st of this year. Our 
team had the pleasure of celebrating Paul and 
his remarkable career. It was such a joy to 
reminisce and hear the many stories shared by 
his Harford Financial Group family.

Paul’s journey with HFG began in 1988 when 
Matt Rehak, founder of Harford Financial 
Group, began searching for someone to 
help build his business. Matt knew that the 
prospective partner needed to be intelligent, 
organized, and possess the entrepreneurial 
qualities required to take the company to the 
next level. Coincidentally, several of Paul’s 
family members knew Matt and were aware 
of his search; they instantly thought of Paul, 
who was working in the mortgage industry at 
the time. One introduction and five interviews 
later, Paul got the job.

Matt found Paul to be a quick study and was 
impressed with his enthusiasm for the industry. 
They dedicated their time to providing superior 
customer service, growing their client list, 
and implementing an internship program. The 
two even designed and constructed the current 
HFG building!

When the business sold, Paul remained with 
Harford Financial Group and continued to 
exemplify the qualities of a team player. In 
addition to maintaining his adviser duties, 
Paul was gracious enough to take on the role 
of mentor to our interns. Through patience 
and generosity, Paul taught them about the 
financial planning industry, all while taking 
the time to get to know them as individuals. 

Paul even shared his office space with the 
young interns, ensuring they were getting the 
most out of their time at HFG.

Demonstrating superior service and acting 
in a client’s best interest was a driving force 
for Paul; he consistently embraced new ways 
to provide the most valuable experience to 
everyone who came through our doors. From 
participating in multiple training sessions, 
utilizing new client portfolio software to 
researching investment strategies, he’s done it 
all. Additionally, as HFG worked to refine and 
demonstrate our mission and values, Paul was 
an active team voice. Colleagues describe Paul 
as a problem solver, researcher, educator, truth 
teller, hard worker, advocate, sounding board, 
and real-estate expert. The list is endless, but 
one thing remains clear. He is a friend with a 
good heart.

Thank You and Well Wishes to  
Paul Smeton. It’s Been an Honor.
by Donna Freeland 

Our hope at Harford Financial 
Group is for clients to live lives 
of meaning and purpose; Paul has 
done just that in both his career and 
personal life. Paul relies heavily 
on his family, faith, friendships, 
and baseball to keep him fulfilled. 
However, it’s in his volunteer work 
and devoting time to others that he 
finds the greatest joy. Paul once told 
me, “When you give of yourself for 
the good of others, God will give 
back to you.” While Paul’s generosity 
knows no limits, it’s time he spends 
with children in need that hits his 
sweet spot. He said, “When I see a 
child struggle, I just want to help 
them.” Paul believes that every child 
deserves a chance at prosperity. This 
philosophy led to Paul co-founding 
The Legacy Project, a donation-
based organization that provides 
tuition assistance to Baltimore City 
children. You can find out more 
about this wonderful program at
www.legacyproject4children.org.

Paul’s positive impact on the HFG 
team and our clients is boundless. I 
know God has a plan for my friend 
Paul as he starts this new season of 
life. I’m confident he will continue to 
be a light in this world as he is meant 
to do amazing things. Thank you, 
Paul, for all that you’ve done. It’s 
been an honor.
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What is it all for? Why do we all work so hard 
to get an education? Build a career? Make 
money? Invest money? As I have communicated 
to many of you, at our universal core, we 
are all looking to live lives filled with loving 
relationships with those we love while creating 
memorable experiences. We all strive to live a 
life of meaning and purpose, so at the end of the 
day, we know our life matters. Achieving such a 
goal looks different for everyone. Some find life 
fulfillment through faith, work, volunteering, 
families, hobbies, and other meaningful pursuits. 
The list is endless.  

Why do I bring this up? First, as a wealth 
management firm, we know how important 
money is. However, we also know what is 
truly important.: life and all the experiences 
and people that make it worthwhile. No one 
exemplifies this more than the clients I am so 
thrilled to call my friends. I have had the great 
fortune of knowing the Streib family (who I refer 
to as The First Family of Harford Baseball). The 
Streib family is composed of Renee and Bob 
Streib, their children, Rob and Stefanie, and their 
respective spouses, Kellie and Geoff. Last but not 
least, the family wouldn’t be complete without 
Rob and Kellie’s boys, Brady and Brendan. 

I first met the Streibs ten years ago when my son, 
Jacob, played baseball and soccer with Rob’s 
children, Brady and Brendan. Rob and I were 
fellow coaches, and we got to know one another 
fairly quickly; I was then able to see firsthand 
just how close this family was. Game after game, 
the family would be in the stands cheering their 
own on, no matter the weather. I’d never seen 
anything like it. 

Rob and I became quick friends who continued 
to see one another on the softball field. He 
eventually transitioned to baseball, a game 
he’s loved since he was a kid, which is evident 
through his impressive history of accolades. In 
1990, Rob’s team won the state high school title 
at Perry Hall High and then played in the Junior 
College World Series through the Community 
College of Baltimore County. Rob then ventured 
to Tennessee and continued his baseball career 
at Milligan College. He’s played in tournaments 
across the United States with teammates who 
sought his prowess as a power hitter. His skills 
played a vital role in the team’s 2019 National 
title victory at the Roy Hobbs tournament in Fort 
Myers, Florida. Being the proud mother that she 
is, Renee says, “We’ve been watching Rob play 
baseball since he was four years old, have loved 
every minute, and continue to do so!”

Jen Eyre
Editor and
Registered
Assistant

Honored
by Jen Eyre 
I recently had the honor of attending 
my grandmother’s service at 
Arlington National Cemetery. She 
was interred with my Pop-Pop, a 
retired Colonel from the United States 
Army, who passed nearly twenty 
years prior. At the end of her service, 
a small group of us remained by the 
mausoleum to share stories, laughs, 
and tears. It was as if none of us 
wanted to leave my grandparents just 
yet; there was a wave of familiarity 
and safety within that space, and to 
honor that came naturally.

When standing in the middle of 
Arlington National Cemetery, it’s hard 
not to think of honor, both on a larger 
scale and a personal one. I was thrilled 
to see such appreciation given to my 
grandparents when we laid them to 
rest. Their dedication to their country 
came with an abundance of sacrifices. 
But, as I stood there listening to 
family and friends reminisce, I was 
overwhelmed with adoration for the 
individuals my grandparents were. 
They put family and service to their 
country above all else. They taught us 
humility, forgiveness, and acceptance. 
They honored their family and friends 
in everything they did, and in return, 
they created a legacy of love.

My grandparents were not an 
exception. Through my nearly nine 
years at Harford Financial Group, 
I have heard countless stories from 
clients that mirror the ones my own 
family has experienced. Stories of 
time served in the military, personal 
sacrifices made by first responders, 
to volunteer work through local 
organizations. The list is endless, but 
the theme is clear. To respect and take 
care of those around you is to honor 
yourself.

Our mission at Harford Financial 
Group is to treat everyone who comes 
through our doors with the highest 
level of honor and respect. Our team 
provides the same level of care and 
compassion as we do our own family. 
That’s what keeps us coming back 
day after day. That’s what keeps us 
honored and humbled to know and 
serve, each and every one of you. 

I am also fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity to know Stefanie, Rob’s sister, and 
the sibling’s respective spouses. Naturally, as 
siblings, Rob and Stefanie tease one another, 
but they always remain supportive. After 
meeting Rob in college, Rob’s wife, Kellie, 
relocated from Kentucky. She is their family’s 
rock and currently works in one of the most 
admirable professions, nursing. Helping others 
is a theme within the Streib family, as Stefanie 
is a social worker for an organization that 
offers affordable housing for senior citizens. 
Her husband, Geoff, recently joined the family 
in June of 2022. As Bob told me, “We are so 
happy that Stef and Geoff met and married. 
Geoff definitely fits right into our family.”

The relationship between Stefanie, Renee, 
Bob, and Rob has warmed my heart and been 
a joy to watch. Renee tells me, “I’m blessed 
to be close with my kids. Rob is my rock and 
voice of reason. Stef is my partner in crime and 
adventures.” Stefanie and Renee laugh, tease 
and drive each other crazy, just as mothers 
and daughters should. In addition, they share 
a love of theater and hold season tickets to 
the Hippodrome. Stefanie and Renee are a 
tight knit duo much like my wife was with her 
mother.

The family’s deep connection was evident 
during Stefanie and Geoff’s recent wedding 
reception. Knowing that his daughter was a 
long-time fan of Winnie the Pooh, Bob dressed 
up as the cuddly Disney bear during the bride 
and groom’s reception. And if that wasn’t cute 
enough, Stefanie’s first dance that evening was 
with Renee. Geoff understood 😊   

Renee and Bob told me, “There’s nowhere we’d 
rather be than with our kids and grandkids, 
whether it’s around a table, on an outing, or 
a baseball or soccer field. This is what we’ve 
worked and waited for.”

To know the Streib family is to know what love 
looks like. I am touched to see their mutual 
admiration for one another and the support, 
laughter, and good times they share. This 
family makes a concerted effort to save time 
for one another. They understand that family 
matters. Moments matter. Showing up matters. 
Simply put, they get it. 

I adore this family dearly and am so happy for 
the happiness they have pursued and achieved. 
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Client Spotlight: The Pursuit of Happiness
by Adam Freeland 
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Recipe Corner:

Grandmom’s 
Vinegar Cake
by Donna Freeland

During the Great Depression and 
World Wars, many common household 
ingredients became scarce. Due to 
the shortage, bakers devised creative 
ways to make cakes without their 
usual staples. Such cakes were often 
named war cakes, wacky cakes, and 
victory cakes.

During those times, my grandmother 
developed her own cake recipe, 
which we now fittingly refer to as 
“Grandmom’s Vinegar Cake.” You 
will notice the recipe does not call for 
eggs, milk, or vanilla extract in this 
one-bowl recipe, but it remains just as 
delicious.

INGREDIENTS

• 3 cups of all-purpose flour
• 2 cups of white granulated sugar
• 1 teaspoon of baking soda
• ½ cup of unsweetened cocoa powder
• 1 teaspoon of salt
• 2/3 cup of vegetable oil
• 2 cups of cold water
• ¼ cup of white vinegar

INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 
and flour a funnel/bundt pan. Add all 
the dry ingredients to a large bowl 
and combine using a whisk. Next, 
stir in all the wet ingredients until 
thoroughly combined. Pour into the 
prepared pan and bake in the center 
of the oven for 35-40 minutes. Let 
cool in the pan for 10 minutes before 
inverting on a cooling rack.

*When using a dark non-stick bundt 
pan, adjust the temperature to 325 
degrees and bake for 50 minutes.
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Client Spotlight: Diana Eisenhour
by Michael Clayton 
We at Harford Financial Group pride ourselves on promoting the importance of inner wealth. 
We define inner wealth as the act of balancing your wealth with the life you want; it is putting 
money in perspective to focus on what matters most. Our goal for clients is for them to leave 
their worries behind and live a meaningful life. If anyone is a true example of this belief, it is 
our client, Diana Eisenhour.

Diana is an avid animal lover, with a particular sweet spot for horses. Her adoration for horses 
began on her sixth birthday when she received her first pony, a black Shetland, who Diana 
describes as intelligent and mischievous. At first, the pony would often run under trees and try 
to knock Diana off. But as time passed and the horse grew older, the two became best friends.

Horse shows, riding for pleasure, dressage, and working on local farms all brought Diana 
to where she is today. Her parents own seventeen retired ponies and horses that have made 
their way through several generations, awards, and horse shows. With her parents’ farm now 
private, the horses live a pampered lifestyle without worry. Her goal is to keep each horse 
healthy as they age; in many ways, it is a horse preserve.

Diana’s passion for animals has 
made a significant difference in 
the lives of others. After a 35-
year career as a Harford County 
science teacher, Diana decided 
to open the farm to struggling 
youth. She explained that she sees 
a lot of benefits and growth among 
the students participating in the 
program. Diana tells me, “Riding 
horses is good for many students 
who struggle with personal conflict 
because horses teach you to be 
patient, kind, fair, and empathetic. 
They teach us. Animals are good for 
our soul and make us whole.”

Diana considers herself blessed to 
work alongside a local mom who 
lends a hand on the farm once a 
week. Diana describes the mom 
as someone with a huge heart and 
a natural when it comes to taking 
care of the animals. Her husband 
even lends a hand, making this 
a heartwarming family affair. In 
addition, the family’s involvement 
at the farm has made it possible 
for their neurodiverse son to enjoy 
complimentary horse rides, which 
has benefitted his well-being.   

Diana often lends a piece of advice for anyone who is looking to enter horse care or training. 
She highly recommends that interested individuals “Learn about different breeds and research 
what riding style you would like to pursue. It is a process. Just taking care of horses if you 
can’t ride is just as fulfilling.”  

As Mother Teresa once said, “Give your hands to serve and your hearts to love.” Diana’s 
ability to identify and promote the beneficial connection between horses and humans is truly 
a gift. She exemplifies the meaning of inner wealth and service. We are proud to know her and 
congratulate her on making such a significant impact on others.

Thank you, Diana,
for everything you’ve shared with us.

Keep up the incredible work!



Disclosure: Diversification and asset allocation strategies do not assure profit or protect 
against loss. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Investing involves risk. 
Depending on the types of investments, there may be varying degrees of risk. Investors 
should be prepared to bear loss, including loss of principal. 

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, 
Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Cambridge 
Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Harford Financial 
Group and Cambridge are not affiliated.

836 South Main Street • Suite 105
Bel Air, MD 21014

410-838-2992
www.HarfordFinancialGroup.com
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We are always open to client recommendations for future events. If there is a topic 
you would like to see covered in a future seminar or webinar, please reach out to 
Diane Kurek at diane@harfordfinancialgroup.com. We would love to hear from you!

It was the eve before Thanksgiving 
2016, and Michael and Megan Greco 
found themselves chatting about the 
importance of kindness, specifically 
how doing nice things can profoundly 
impact others. It was within this 
conversation that the Greco’s annual 
“25 Acts of Christmas Kindness” was 
born. Each year the family gathers to 
brainstorm twenty-five acts of kindness, 
and once finalized, they add each act 
to their December calendar, filling 
each day with small actions that make 
significant impacts.

The spirit of “25 Acts of Christmas 
Kindness” is born from the Greco’s 
belief that giving is better than 
receiving; kindness is always a choice. 
In a world surrounded by negativity, the 
Grecos are doing their part to promote 
the importance of thinking about others. 
They hope that one day, kindness and 
generosity will be second nature for all.   

Michael and Megan share their “25 Acts 
of Christmas Kindness” calendar on 
their respective Facebook pages, which 
has inspired others to join in on the 
fun. Community involvement has been 
a fantastic byproduct of this endeavor. 
While their friends and family get 
excited to participate, Megan shared that 
the folks they typically don’t hear from 
are their biggest supporters.

It was an honor to spend time with our Veterans and their 
families during our annual Veteran’s Day luncheon. It is always 
a joy and privilege to talk to the men and women who selflessly 
served our country, and we thank them for their service.  

Veterans 
Day 2022 

25 Acts of Christmas Kindness by Melissa Mullan
The Greco’s favorite activity has been 
participating in Wreaths Across America, 
a non-profit organization that distributes 
and places holiday wreaths on the graves 
of Veterans. 

While they would love to do this at 
Arlington National Cemetery one year, 
they have kept it local by spreading 
wreaths at Bel Air Memorial Gardens on 
December 17th. Megan was kind enough 

to share details of this honorary event with me. 
As she explained, the week prior, local Boy 
Scouts of America troops place flags on the 
graves of those who served, marking the spot 
where wreaths are needed. A ceremony takes 
place prior to the wreath distribution, which 
includes the national anthem and a salute from 
uniformed servicemen, servicewomen, and 
Veterans. Unfortunately, there are not always 
enough wreaths for every Veteran’s grave, so 
the Greco family makes a point of going to the 
farthest graves and marking those first, so they 
do not get overlooked. Wreaths Across America 
holds a special place in their hearts as both 
Michael and Megan’s fathers, Michael Greco 
and Joseph Murphy, served. I am told these 
were quietly proud men who humbly impacted 
the lives of many.

Every family has a set of values that they hold 
dear and hope to instill in future generations. 

Michael and Megan Greco have deliberately 
instilled the importance of kindness in their 
children, Mikey and Victoria who graciously 
lend a hand to their parents annual giving 
endeavors. Through their “25 Acts of Christmas 
Kindness,” the Greco family has shown us that 
all acts of kindness can multiply, spread joy, and 
bring comfort. They are an inspiration to us all.

For more information on volunteering with or
donating to Wreaths Across America, please 
visit https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/.
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