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Happy New Year from  

Bridger Financial! 

 

We at Bridger Financial are 

excited about this upcoming 

year and all that is planned.  

Be on the lookout for our 

quarterly newsletter, different 

educational articles, and 

information on various events 

we will be hosting.   

We are expanding the team! If 

you know of anyone who 

would like to start a career in 

the financial services industry 

and you feel would be great at 

it please let me know. 

We would love to talk with both people new to financial 

services and also people with experience that are interested in 

changing firms.  

Lastly, don’t keep us a secret, especially if you know of 

someone that could benefit from our services!  

As always, you are our top priority. If there is ever anything 

you would like see or hear from us, or think of ways we can 

improve, please do not hesitate to let us know! 

All my best, 

 Do You Know Who 
Your Beneficiaries Are? 

Why you should periodically review 
beneficiary designations. 

 

Your choices may need to change with the 

times. When did you open your first IRA? When 

did you buy your life insurance policy? Are you 

still living in the same home and working at the 

same job as you did back them? Have your 

priorities changed a bit – perhaps more than a 

bit? 

While your beneficiary choices may seem 

obvious and rock-solid when you initially make 

them, time has a way of altering things. In a 

stretch of five or ten years, some major changes 

can occur in your life – and they may warrant 

changes in your beneficiary decisions. In fact, 

you may want to review them annually.  

The beneficiary of your IRA, annuity, 401 (k) or 

life insurance policy may be your spouse, your 

child, maybe another loved one or maybe even 

an institution. Many people do not realize that 

beneficiary designations take priority over 

requests made in a will or living trust. Naming a 

beneficiary helps to keep assets out of probate 

when you pass away.  

(Continued on Page 4) 

 

 

(Do You Know Who Your Beneficiaries Are, Continued from 

page 1) 

You may have even chosen the “smartest financial mind” in 

your family as your beneficiary, thinking that he or she has the 

knowledge to carry out your financial wishes in the event of 

your death. But what if this person passes away before you 

do? What if you change your mind about the way you want 

your assets distributed, and are unable to communicate your 

intentions in time? And what if he or she inherits tax problems 

as a result of receiving your assets? 

Are your beneficiary designations up to date? Don’t assume. 

Don’t guess. Make sure your assets are set to transfer to the 

people or institutions you prefer. If you’re not certain you 

understand all the possible ramifications of your selections, 

you may want to reach out to a qualified Financial Professional 

for Guidance. 

This material was prepared by MarketingPro, Inc., and does not necessarily represent 
the views of the presenting party, nor their affiliates. This information should not be 
construed as investment, tax or legal advice. All information is believed to be from 
reliable sources; however, we make no representation as to its completeness or 
accuracy. 
 

Contact Us: 
412-733-4016 | info@bridgerfinancialgroup.com | www.bridgerfinancialgroup.com 
 

Follow Us: 
 

 
Greentree Commons  
381 Mansfield Ave.  
Suite 400  
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

412-733-4016 

info@bridgerfinancialgroup.com 
www.bridgerfinancialgroup.com 
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Social Media Life After Death 
What happens to our online presence after we pass away?  

 
Are profiles immortal? Are memories lost? How do the major social media site 

handle a death among their users? 

Facebook adopted a policy of “memorializing” the pages of deceased users. If 

you pass away, your page won’t disappear – unless you or your loved one 

decides that it should. Once memorialized, no one can log into it any further. 

The page is taken out of Facebook’s general search option, but the wall 

remains open for tribute postings by Facebook Friends. In fact, only friends can 

see the profile/timeline.1 Memorialization isn’t the only choice available. An 

account can be taken down if “verified immediate family members” or 

executors request.  

LinkedIn might memorialize your profile if you pass away. In its privacy notice, 

LinkedIn states “If we learn that a User is deceased, we may memorialize the 

User’s account. In these cases, we may restrict profile access, remove 

messaging functionality, and close an account if we receive a formal request 

from the User’s next of kin or other proper legal request to do so.” 2 

Twitter takes a very thorough approach to deactivating accounts of deceased 

users. Executors or “verified immediate family members” must mail or fax 

requested documentation to its San Francisco headquarters.3 When a Twitter 

user dies, no heir, relative, friend or executor can log into the account – no 

one. Its policy states, “We are unable to provide login information for the 

account to anyone regardless of his or her relationship to the deceased.” 

Your digital assets can be managed after your passing. Websites like Legacy 

Locker and DataInhert exist to help people safeguard and convey online data 

to their heirs. Sites such as Great Goodbye, Great Respectance and 1,000 

Memories serve as portals for last e-mails, last videos and posthumous online 

tributes. Perhaps the online world is better prepared for our passing than we 

are.  

This material was prepared by MarketingPro, Inc., and does not necessarily represent the views of the 
presenting party, nor their affiliates. This information should not be construed as investment, tax or legal 
advice. All information is believed to be from reliable sources; however, we make no representation as to its 
completeness or accuracy. 

Employee Spotlight  
 

Damon Colusci  
Vice President   
 

Joined the Bridger Team: Dec 2016 

Hobbies: I love CrossFit even when I attend  

the 5am class! Who doesn’t love CrossFit?  

Part of CrossFit is always talking about  

CrossFit. ☺ I also love spending time with my family, going camping, 

cooking/barbecuing, and woodturning.  

Favorite SuperHero: My favorite SuperHero is Captain America because 

that is who I play when volunteering for Angels from the Heart, one of 

the charities I care deeply about. They bring smiles to adults and children 

in need of all ages! 

Proud work moment: On November 17th, I had the unique opportunity 

to testify before the PA Treasury Private Sector Retirement Security Task 

Force as part of an on-going court hearing regarding lack of access to 

employer sponsored retirement plans in the State of Pennsylvania. 

 

On January 18, Bridger hosted Get Your 

Paper Organized in 2018 with special guest 

Sandra Lane of Organization Lane.  Clients 

and friends learned how to minimize and 

manage paper documents and answer the 

tough question, “how long should I keep it?”  

If you are interested in future events, please 

follow us on social media for details! 

The Bridger Financial Group team is proud to have helped the Pittsburgh 

XXI Century Financial Office raise $5,170 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation! 

 

 Team Updates 
 

We are extremely 

happy to 

announce that Ed 

Cehelsky is now a 

Bridger Partner 

effective January 

2018. 

 The team is already leveraging this valuable 

partnership to move forward with new plans 

and processes to benefit our clients.  

Congratulations, Ed! 

 

The new year is the perfect 

time to get together to review 

your financial goals and 

objectives! To schedule an in-

person, online or phone 

review, please call Liz Carlson 

at 412-733-4006. 

It is difficult to form a 2018 outlook for markets without reference to the tax overhaul legislation signed into law at the end of 2017. The implications of 

the legislation for markets is deductible, and therefore, expectations regarding the implications of the legislation may be as important as the implications 

themselves, at least in the near term. 

Stocks 
Stock investors are likely to have a bumpier ride in 2018 than in 2017, as investors try to “true-up” the expected benefit of corporate tax cuts on earnings 
already built into current prices with actual earnings reports and revised earnings estimates. Nevertheless, there are a number of reasons to believe 
stocks will continue to rise: positive investor sentiment on the heels of 2017, the global breadth of the current economic expansion, continued earnings 
growth that is likely to be supplemented with lower corporate tax expense, increased consumer demand, a possible infrastructure bill, the potential for 
future share buybacks, special dividends and corporate acquisitions to the extent US companies choose to repatriate any of their offshore money.  
 
Volatility 
The fact that individual tax cuts will expire after 2025 means that tax policy is almost certain to be revisited. Given that the tax program was passed 
without bipartisan support, the current tax legislation provides a fragile foundation for companies to use for long-term strategy. For this reason, market 
expectations regarding its long-term impact on earnings may shift back and forth based on individual corporate announcements (such as repatriating 
offshore assets or increasing the amount of a company’s regular dividend) as well as forecasts of whether the 2018 US Congressional elections are 
likely to result in a change in the majority party. Even without tax reform, we will likely see a pickup in volatility in 2018. While realized volatility is slow-
moving, it is also considered to be mean-reverting (i.e., when volatility reaches the extremes of its historical range rather than continuing to trend, it 
tends to reverse course). Median volatility in 2017 was unusually low at 11.1%, well below its longer-term median of 18.0 %1 

 

Interest Rates/Bonds  
The market implications of the new tax legislation can only be understood the in the context of the current economic/market environment. Despite the 
rhetoric, 77% of the total tax savings contained in the legislation will go to individuals rather than to corporations.2 The impact of these tax savings for 
individuals will be the greatest in 2018 and 2019. With more money in their pockets, consumers are likely to increase their spending. Key to 
understanding the market impact of this stimulus is that the US economy is already fairly strong with pre-existing expectations of the current low 
unemployment rate continuing to fall, earnings continuing to grow, and US exports picking up. Against this backdrop, the incremental stimulus of 
individual tax cuts may lead to further upward pressure on wages and prices leading to inflation. Currently, unanticipated inflationary pressure could lead 
the Fed to raise rates more than currently anticipated by the market. Rising short-term rates are not necessarily bad for bonds so long as inflationary 
expectations remain low. However, the potential for inflation in the U.S., due to adding stimulus to an already robust economy, coupled with the Fed 
reducing its bond holdings and the US treasury issuing more bonds to finance tax cuts (and possibly infrastructure), seems likely to weigh on bond 
returns in 2018.  
 
While tax cuts usually make municipal bonds less valuable, the capping of the state and local tax deduction may modestly benefit bonds issued by high-

tax state and modestly diminish the value of bonds issued by low-tax states.  

This market commentary was prepared by Jerry Chafkin (Chief Investment Officer, AssetMark, Inc.) and does not necessarily represent the views of the 

presenting party, nor their affiliates. This information should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice. All information is believed to be from reliable 

sources; however, we make no representation as to its completeness or accuracy.  

 

Important Upcoming Dates 

April 1-30: Financial Literacy Month  

April 1: Easter 

April 17: 2018 Tax Day, Deadline for making 

contribution to Roth & Traditional IRAs 

April 22: Administrative Professionals Day 

April 29 – May 5: Small Business Week  

May 1-31: Disability Insurance Awareness 

Month 

May 13: Mother’s Day 

May 28: Memorial Day, Office Closed  

 

 

 

 

 

1 Source: Investing.com 
2 Dr. David Kelly, JP Morgan  

 


