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How about some Positive Financial News!! 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
As most of you know, I read a lot, I read all the time....    I read the Wall Street Journal every morning, I read Barron's 
every week, I read several financial books every month, I subscribe to many monthly financial newsletters, and I read 
and watch blogs....  I spend hours and hours scouring and researching all things financial, so you don't have to.   AND 
most of the news, most of the information, is negative...    double dip recession, worst economy since the 1930's, no 
new jobs, tax cuts are going to expire, new financial reform, etc, etc, etc....   

You have to 'read between the lines' to find the positive, and I have, and here's the lemonade that I've come up 
with.  Last week word came down that China had become the world's largest "user" of energy, surpassing the USA.   It 
seems that the growing China "middle class" is quickly expanding - they will work for any wage and they are eager to 
work hard to produce a good life, to produce a better life for themselves and their families.   All this activity in China, 
all this productivity "uses" a lot of oil/coal/nuclear/wind/natural gas/solar/etc energy.   They recently signed a huge 
contract for Iraq's oil (hey, I thought we had first dibs!) and they are now the largest purchaser of Saudi oil.  China has 
a population of 1.3 billion people, and currently about 300 million are "middle class", and another 300 million want 
in.  For years, they have been the biggest exporter of just about every imaginable product, but now they are realizing 
that they need these products for themselves, because their own economy is gaining legitimacy.   They want "stuff", 
they want to be happy and live an easier life, and they want to be more "like the American's".   If feels like they are 
copying "the American dream", and China may soon be the financial super power on the planet.    

So where's the "GOOD NEWS" in all this?     We have the ability to invest in China.  It's a huge global financial     
network out there.  If you think, as I do, that China may grow faster than us, that they may grow faster than just about 
any credible economy out there, then we can take advantage of their ambition, and invest in funds, in sectors, in asset 
classes, of stocks of Chinese companies.    After all, they are a creditor nation and we are a debtor nation - everything 
being equal, I'd like to invest in the creditor nation, and not the country that is overloaded in debt. 

Another blended idea, another investment thought - if China has passed us as the largest "user" of energy, and their 
economy is growing, might they continue to use more and more energy?  If the growth rates that I'm reading about are 
even close to being accurate, then their need, their want, for more energy is about to jump right off this page. So, let's 
invest in oil and oil stocks, in energy and energy stocks. Oil, and natural gas, and coal, and uranium, are all in limited 
supply on this planet.  And as China ups the ante, and wants more and more of each of them, might they influence the 
price of these finite commodities?  Remember, everything that I talk about, everything that I write about, is my     
opinion, and it's my opinion that investments in well selected Chinese stocks and also in energy stocks, may be a very  
profitable place to be. 

I have my money invested where my mouth is.  Oil is currently trading in a range from $70 to $80 per barrel, and I 
don't think it's much of a stretch to think that $100/barrel oil is too far off.  (ask T Boone Pickens what he 
thinks).  China is in a long-term growth mode.  These two sectors could be really good over the next 3 years, the next 5 
years, the next 10 years and beyond.   We're in this for the long haul.   Investing is rarely a smooth ride, but in my 
humble (experienced) opinion, there is some serious money to be made, and I'd like you to be along to enjoy the 
spoils. 

Please call my office to set up a time, so that we may discuss how these ideas may work for you.

Spring is here - get the golf clubs out!! *See my “golf day” idea on the back of this letter... 
 
On Sunday, Annie and I made our regular trip to the Schuller bookstore, where for the first time, I wandered through the ‘used 
book’ section. I couldn’t believe it, I bought Jim Rogers’ latest book A Bull In China for $1 (huh!! fantastic). Then I found 
books by Jay VanAndel, Lee Iacocca, Ronald Reagan, Robert Lutz, and Henry Kissinger.  I spent the rest of the day reading 
and learning. All of these men are so inspirational.  They worked hard, they had passion and drive, and they made things 
happen. They are heroes to me. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, one of my favorite economists, John Mauldin, came out with another book, Endgame. He is very 
concerned with our huge federal debt and the unsustainable spending path that we are on. In addressing our current situation, 
Mr. Mauldin says “We are left with no good choices, only difficult or bad ones. We have created a situation that is going to 
cause a lot of pain. It’s not a question of pain or no pain; it is just when and how we decide to take it”. At the end of the book 
he makes some very interesting suggestions for the leaders in our government to consider - I hope they take the time to read 
his book! I highly recommend it to everyone.  
 
Mr. Mauldin and I agree on a few of the possibilities for individual investors to ‘make money’ through these trying times. 
Most notably - the energy sector. As offshore drilling has come to a stop (the huge gulf leak), and nuclear advancements 
have been put on the sidelines (Japan’s problems), and with oil’s uncertainty (Middle East, North African unrest), there are 
some very interesting possibilities domestically. We are always scouring the investment landscape, searching for potential 
energy funds or portfolios - and I’m ready to discuss these with you anytime - call me if you’d like to hear what we’re 
recommending. 
 
Did any of you see the movie “Catch Me If You Can”? It was based on the true story about a very clever con artist named 
Frank Abagnale Jr. who could forge checks, dodge police, and quite simply “take money from banks”. Recently, I saw Mr. 
Abagnale interviewed on TV. For the last 35 years he has been working for the FBI, using his unique skills to catch bad guys. 
In today’s world of scams and identity theft, to protect ourselves, he suggested 1) that we write as few personal checks as 
possible, because checks contain lots of our personal information; name, address, phone number, and bank account number 
2) when shopping, use your credit card and not your debit card, because if someone steals your debit card information, they 
can take ‘your’ money, but if you use a credit card and they steal the number, then they take ‘the banks’ money, and you’re 
protected 3) get a ‘micro cut shredder’ and use it to dispose of any personal information, because regular shredder’s aren’t 
good enough (relax, we use a micro cut shredder in our office) and lastly 4) monitor your credit regularly through a credit 
agency, to ensure that no one is ‘trying anything’. 
 
In January, I was asked to speak at our national broker’s conference. The request was for me to explain why I have all the 
financial licenses (stockbroker, investment advisor representative, and insurance). I’m guessing that less than 5% of all the 
advisor’s in America have all three licenses, because of the difficulty in obtaining them, and the compliance and continuing 
education necessary to maintain them. My presentation was straight forward, the reason that I have all three and I think every 
advisor should too, is because “it’s in the best interests of our clients (you) for us (the advisor’s) to understand and be able to 
offer ALL investments and investment products”. No one product or investment “fits every client”, and without the ability to 
discuss every investment and investment product objectively, how can we make the best possible recommendations? I want 
each of you to be comfortable in the knowledge that I make every attempt to understand your individual situation, and then 
“try to put you in the most likely position to accomplish your goals”.  And, if I didn’t have all the licenses, how could I (why 
would I) recommend stocks without a broker’s license, or how could I recommend a guaranteed annuity (if I didn’t have an 
insurance license), or how could I suggest a managed portfolio (if I wasn’t an IAR)???  
 
It is very exciting around the office right now, as my son Jimmy just graduated from Michigan State and has taken a position 
with our firm. His attitude and energy are contagious. You will begin to notice some positive changes - a better website, 
more interesting newsletters, enhanced professional materials, more laughter (is that possible !), more research (he likes this 
business as much as I do, now you get two of us), and, if this is possible, a better overall experience for all of you. Because, 
please remember, everything we do is for you.  
 
Till next time…
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Grand Rapids, MI 
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Steven N. Moerdyk is a rare Financial Representative who has all three licenses necessary 
to offer his clients the entire universe of investments and financial products, with 
no limitations.  From stocks & bonds, managed portfolios, private REITs and private 
placements, to annuities and life insurance.  Steve understands that “one shoe does not fit 
all” and each of his clients has their own unique desires and goals.

Steve was recognized as a “Top Financial Representative” in both 2007 and 2008 by 
Kalos Capital Management, Alpharetta, GA.  Last year, 2010, he was one of five brokers 
nationally to earn the “Excellence Award” from Center Street Securities, Nashville, TN.  
Steve and his wife, Annie, have been featured donors by the Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital Foundation and the Renucci Hospitality House.
 
Steve and Annie met at Michigan State University.  They were married in 1979 and reside 
on beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford.  They have two children, Carly 27, and Jimmy 
21.  Carly lives in Miami with her husband Kia.  Last May she graduated from New 
York University School of Medicine and currently she is a neurology resident at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital.  Jimmy is a senior at Michigan State University’s Business School, 
and he will be joining Moerdyk Financial, Inc this coming spring.

Steve and Annie Moerdyk

Mary Fenske and Steve celebrating in our new 
offices.  Please stop by for a tour.

Steve with ex-Minnesota Governor & current 
2012 Presidential hopeful, Tim Pawlenty. 
I may end up backing Donald Trump!  “To  
be seen.”

Steve grabbing another Top Award from 
Center Street Securities, Nashville, TN.

Dr. Beck Bultman and her husband Tim, Steve and Dr. 
Bultman’s father (and client), Gordon Bos.

For you golfers out there - every summer I invite you and 
2 friends or family member to join me in a round of golf 
out at Egypt Valley Country Club, my treat.  “I only talk 
about investments if they want to.”

Call the office to set up your “Golf Day”.


