
100 "Power Women" Attend Auction of Handbags and 
Raise $20,000 for Red Cross 
 
Vienna, VA, November 8, 2011 -About 100 of Northern Virginia's "Power 
Women" turned out for a Red Cross fundraiser on Friday, November 5 at the 
Tower Club. They raised $25,000. The event, entitled "In The Bag: Purses for 
Preparedness" included a lunch and silent auction of women's pocketbooks and 
designer handbags.    
 
Emcee Pamela Brown,weekend anchor with ABC-TV7, welcomed the women to 
the event, quoting a survey that had recently come across the AP wire: Women 
give more to charity than men. According to the AP report "Women across nearly 
every income level gave significantly more to charity than men, nearly twice as 
much in some cases, according to a study by the Center on Philanthropy at 
Indiana University."   
 
Brenda Blisk, CFP®, founder and CEO of the Blisk Financial Group in McLean, 
chaired the local event, contacting her considerable list of professional women, 
including clients and ambassadors wives, to donate handbags, either new or 
gently used, for the silent auction which benefitted the American Red Cross in 
the National Capital Region. Blisk recruited a committee of 15 other 
businesswomen to help with the event. "I just left it in the Lord's hands and let 
the girls go to work!" she said.   
 
Fifty-five women donated pocketbooks for the auction, including ABC's White 
House Correspondent Ann Compton, who donated a hand-embroidered bag from 
India given to her mother over 50 years ago, and actress Cybill Shepherd, who 
donated a bag and an autograph.   
 
Sgt. First Class Juanita Wilson, who was featured on Oprah’s show, spoke about 
the help and support provided by the Red Cross of the National Capital Region 
when she returned to Walter Reed as a wounded warrior from Afghanistan. The 
Red Cross provided a blood transfusion, blankets, clothes and a gift card for her 
family to go out for a holiday dinner. "We desperately need the American Red 
Cross and they desperately need you!" she said.   
 
Sgt. Wilson is just one of the men, women and children across our community 
and beyond who are helped by the services of the American Red Cross in the 
National Capital Region. 
 
"The volunteers and staff of Red Cross are committed to responding in times of 
emergency," said Linda Mathes, CEO of the Red Cross of the National Capital 
Region."We work with the men and women of the military and their families, 



train thousands in lifesaving courses, provide a safe blood supply and educate 
your neighbors about home and business preparedness in times of disaster. "	  


