
105-Year Old French Cyclist Sets World 
Record.  What!?  It seems that last 
month some old French guy, Robert 
Marchand, rode 14 miles in one hour 
on a bike track near Paris.  The older I 
get, the more I love to hear stories about 
adventurous people who are a lot older 
than me.  I’m as serious as a heart attack 
- I’m going to get a bike this spring 
(grin).

On my flight to Sydney I read 
Brian Kilmeade’s Tripoli Pirates, 
and on the way back home I read 
Bill O’Reilly’s Killing the Rising 
Sun.  Both are excellent.  But, of 
all the books I have ever read, still 
my favorite (I recently reread it) is 
titled Lee Kuan Yew.  Please get it 
and read it, it may help to clear up 
any fuzzy thoughts you might have 
about the world.  Mr. Yew was 
Singapore’s first premier and one 
of the smartest people to ever walk 
the earth.  Here is a quote from 
this book:  “I am not intellectually 
convinced that one person, one 
vote is the best.  We practice it 
because that is what the British 
bequeathed us, and we have not 
really found a need to challenge 
that.  But I am convinced, 
personally, that we would have 
a better system if we gave every 
person over the age of 40 who has 
a family two votes, because he or 
she is likely to be more careful, 
voting also for his or her children.  
He or she is more likely to vote 
in a serious way than a capricious 
young person under 30.”   

The consensus after the election 
is that 100% of Americans think 
50% of Americans have lost their 
minds.
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Many years ago my father taught me 
a brilliantly simple retirement savings 
strategy.  Back in the 1980’s when 
my dad was in his 50’s he was the 
Chief Designer at Baker Furniture.  
He had a generous pension lined 
up for his future and he was also 
taking advantage of ‘the match’ 
offered by his 401k plan, but 
on top of this, every month, he 
would purchase a couple of US 
Savings Bonds.  Many of you may 
remember that ‘back in the day’ you 
could buy those EE Bonds for $25 
and they would double in value to 
$50 over the following 8 - 12 years.  
My dad was very disciplined in 
saving money and then he followed 
through with his plan years later 
when he was in retirement.  He 
would cash in one or two of these - 
maturing bonds - every month and 
use them to, quote: “Pay for my 
golf”. 

Unfortunately, bond yields today 
are a fraction of what they used 
to be, so his strategy no longer 
works.  But, fear not, Moerdyk 
Financial can show you an equally 
simple reliable savings plan - dare 
I say “an even better plan” - where 
you can accumulate money every 
month.  Then like my father did 
- you can reverse these deposits 
when you are in retirement - into a 
predictable monthly income. 

Obviously, the above strategy is for 
our younger ‘pre-55’ audience.  For 
the ‘older crowd’ (us dinosaurs who 
are above age 55) we have an equally 
compelling savings plan for you - where 
you can earn solid interest right now, 
and immediately use these earnings to 
pay for entertainment (like my dad did) 
or pay bills or simply let it pile up. 

 “You could not ‘make this up’ any better than it actually 
happened - Annie and I went to Australia to spend the 
holidays visiting our daughter Carly and her family.  
When we cleared customs in Sydney, we grabbed our 
bags and headed toward Ground Transportation and 
there waiting for us was my grandson Sammy holding up 
a sign that read “Bumpa and Nanna” (his names for me 
and Annie).   He was ‘out of his skin’ excited to see us 
- he was jumping up and down - hugging us and kissing 
us - it was awesome. Everybody around us was watching 
and laughing...”

Steve 

Jimmy
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Moerdyk Financial Inc. is a private independent firm that carries the licenses necessary to offer their 
clients a vast array of investments and financial products. From stocks and bonds, mutual funds, ETFs, 
managed portfolios, non-traded REITs and BDCs, to fixed and variable annuities, MLPs and more. 
Over the years, Moerdyk Financial Inc. has developed a straightforward no-nonsense reputation. 
Their investment advice is efficient and appreciated. They have helped hundreds of retired people to 
better understand the financial benefits from the old adage ‘Don’t put all your eggs in one basket’. 
Their experienced guidance on income distribution and asset sustainability has earned them a 
respected advisory position among senior residents in the Grand Rapids community.
President Steve Moerdyk met his wife Annie at Michigan State University. They were married in 
1979 and reside on beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford. They have two children, Carly 32, and 
Jimmy 27.  Carly is a Neurologist and she lives in Sydney, Australia with her husband Kia, and two 
sons Sammy and Cass.
Jimmy Moerdyk joined Moerdyk Financial In. in 2011 after graduating from the Broad Business 
School at Michigan State University.  He joins his father in pursuing Moerdyk Financial’s 
commitment to helping people achieve their financial goals.  Jimmy’s natural attention to detail, his 
aptitude for problem solving, and his comprehension of complex financial strategies, are invaluable 
to our clients.

Someday we shall all stand before Him and give an account.

(left to right) Steve, Annie, Carly, Candice - Sep’s girlfriend 
from London, Jaleh - Kia’s mother, whose home is on a cliff in 
background, handsome grandson Sammy – in red hat, Sep – Kia’s 
brother flew in from London, nine month old Cass, and Carly’s 
husband Kia – with the big arms! This was taken on Christmas 
Eve at a beach on the harbor in Manly (just north of Sydney) - it 
was over 90 degree’s - we went paddle boarding, swimming, and 
totally enjoyed the day.  Though I have to say that next year when 
I go to go visit Carly for Christmas, that 
we are going to leave on the day after 
Christmas, not before, because with no 
snow it just never felt like Christmas.

 Most of you know that Jimmy is a huge ‘car guy’ and when he 
saw our clients Dr. Julie Blanco and her husband Dr. Ruperto 
Blanco pull up in their brand new his and her’s Tesla’s, I thought 
I would never get the conversation away from cars and over 
to financial planning!  Not only are Dr. and Dr. Blanco car 
enthusiasts and brilliant, but they are salt of the earth nice, of great 
humor, and family oriented. (might any of you be looking for a 
new doctor?)(grin).

Annie is spending the winter in Sydney.  
She loves the beach and is teaching our 
10 month old grandson Cass how to 
surf – seriously! 
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