Power of T.R.I.B.E.

Hebrews 10:24-25
…let us consider how we may spur (a provocation, irritation, literally jabs someone so they "must" respond) one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Proverbs 12:26 – “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked leads them astray.”

About seven years ago, my daughter transferred to a new eighth-grade school after being homeschooled. After weeks of searching at her new school for a core group of friends, she came home brokenhearted and disappointed. God had put on her heart to look for specific traits in her new friend group. Amazingly, after she shared, we realized those core needs spelled TRIBE. 

TRIBE
- Trust with my secrets
- Reaches out 
- Interested in doing together activities we deeply value, like pursuing God
- Backs me up and defends me even when I am not around
- Excellent People 

What Anna described is what God desires for all of us. However, that group of friends takes time to find. It’s easy to find Christians, but it’s extremely rare to find your TRIBE.

Don’t get me wrong, Dad, I am not looking for the best-looking; I am looking for those who do their best to care for themselves. I try to avoid those who pridefully strive and seek those who humbly accept themselves but love themselves enough to pursue becoming the best God made them to be. I want a group that looks up to me as I look up to them.

“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48, ESV). That word translated as “perfect” is the Greek word teleios. Its root word is “Tel” which means to reach the end, aim, or goal (Source: https://biblehub.com/strongs/matthew/5-48.htm). Examples: Tell - reach out to others; telescope - reach the aim to scope it out; Telephone - reach another using a phone. Television - reach others with the vision, tell the vision. The Greek word teleios, which we translate as “perfect,” means to be a completer, to reach the aim, to go through the necessary process to reach the goal, to be mature/perfected. “You therefore must be {Reaching the aim}, as your heavenly Father {Reaches the aim}” (Matthew 5:48). Who is the aim? Jesus tells you in the previous verse 47: “And if you greet only your brothers (your race), what more are you doing than others?... Therefore you must (reach out to others to reach the aim), as your heavenly Father (reaches out to others to reach His aim).” Still don’t believe me? Look at the previous verses 44-46, ESV “But I, Jesus, say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven… love those who {do not} love you,” Jesus is commanding us not to be racist. If you want to be perfect, be a completer, be a reacher outer with sincere Godly love to those who are not of your race, who hate and persecute you. “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48, ESV). That word translated as “perfect” is the Greek word teleios. Its root word is “Tel” which means to reach the end, aim, or goal (Source: https://biblehub.com/strongs/matthew/5-48.htm). Examples: Tell - reach out to others; telescope - reach the aim to scope it out; Telephone - reach another using a phone. Television - reach others with the vision, tell the vision. The Greek word teleios, which we translate as “perfect,” means to be a completer, to reach the aim, to go through the necessary process to reach the goal, to be mature/perfected. “You therefore must be {Reaching the aim}, as your heavenly Father {Reaches the aim}” (Matthew 5:48). Who is the aim? Jesus tells you in the previous verse 47: “And if you greet only your brothers (your race), what more are you doing than others?... Therefore you must (reach out to others to reach the aim), as your heavenly Father (reaches out to others to reach His aim).” Still don’t believe me? Look at the previous verses 44-46, ESV “But I, Jesus, say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven… love those who {do not} love you,” Jesus is commanding us not to be racist. If you want to be perfect, be a completer, be a reacher outer with sincere Godly love to those who are not of your race, who hate and persecute you.




- Reaches out 
- Interested in doing together activities we deeply value, like pursuing God
- Backs me up and defends me even when I am not around
- Excellent People 

T - Trust with my secrets
Proverbs 20:5-7, NLT  Though good advice lies deep within the heart, a person with understanding will draw it out. Many will say they are loyal friends, but who can find one who is truly reliable? The godly walk with integrity (integrity means they are who they say they are. So if they say they are a loyal friend, then they are).


R - Reaches out 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 ESV Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.


I - Interested in doing together activities we deeply value, like pursuing God
1 Peter 3:8 ESV   Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind


B - Backs me up and defends me even when I am not around
John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.


E - Excellent People
Colossians 3:23, ESV Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord


TRUST  

Proverbs 20:5-7, NLT 
Though good advice lies deep within the heart, a person with understanding will draw it out. Many will say they are loyal friends, but who can find one who is truly reliable? The godly walk with integrity (The state of being whole, undivided, complete, innocent, honest, moral, and upright)…

Proverbs 11:13
A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.

Proverbs 11:13 ESV 
Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered.

James 5:16, ESV
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

Proverbs 28:13 ESV 
Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

Proverbs 25:9 ESV 
Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another's secret,

Proverbs 20:19 ESV 
Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with a simple babbler.

Proverbs 20:19
A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid anyone who talks too much.

Proverbs 18:21
The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

1 John 1:9 ESV 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Ephesians 4:25 ESV 
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.


REACH OUT
1 Thessalonians 5:11 ESV 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

John 15:12 ESV 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

1 John 3:17 ESV 
But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?

Ephesians 4:32 ESV  
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Romans 15:1 ESV     
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
























INTERESTED IN SAME THINGS
1 Peter 3:8 ESV   
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind

Philippians 2:3-5 ESV   
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,

Ephesians 4:2-3
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

Philippians 2:2 ESV   
Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.

Acts 1:14 ESV   
All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together…  

Acts 2:46 ESV   
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,

Ephesians 4:29
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

2 Corinthians 5:17-18
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

2 Corinthians 6:14
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?


.






BACKS ME UP 

John 15:13
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

Proverbs 17:17
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity

Proverbs 18:24
One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

Exodus 23:1
“Do not spread false reports. Do not help a guilty person by being a malicious witness.

James 1:26
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.

James 4:11
Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it.

Proverbs 16:28
A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.

Proverbs 17:9
Whoever would foster love covers over an offense, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.

Proverbs 26:20
Without wood a fire goes out; without a gossip a quarrel dies down.

Matthew 18:15-20, NIV
15“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be e bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

Psalms 41:7
All my enemies whisper together against me; they imagine the worst for me, saying,

Psalms 141:3
Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips.

1 Timothy 5:13-14
Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to. So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander.

1 Timothy 3:9-11
They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 
They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.

Ephesians 5:6-14 ESV /
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ...

1 Peter 2:1-25 ESV 
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ...

Romans 1:29-32
29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 
30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 
31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 
32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Galatians 6:1 ESV   
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.

Colossians 3:13 ESV   
Bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive

2 Timothy 2:24-26 ESV  
And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.

Proverbs 19:11 ESV   
Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

Romans 12:10 ESV   
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.

Leviticus 19:16
16 “ ‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. “ ‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD

James 1:19-20
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 

























EXCELLENT PERSON

Colossians 3:23, ESV
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord

Proverbs 13:20 
Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.

Matthew 7:1-29 ESV   
“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. ...

James 5:19-20 ESV   
My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.





