
 

 

 

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME 

After 20 years we’re packing up and saying goodbye to our 

Old Lyme and Woodbridge, Connecticut offices. 

 

We are looking to move to a beautiful new office space along 

the Connecticut shoreline, and currently searching for the 

perfect location.  

 

While working remotely our team has had time to plan how we 

can use our resources and office space more efficiently. Since 

we’re committed to educating investors, we’re looking for a good 

balance of client meeting space while expanding our ability to 

host workshops.  

 

In the meantime, so that everyone 

stays safe and healthy, most meet-

ings will be online or telephone  

reviews and conversations through 

January 1, 2021.  If necessary, we 

offer limited in-person meetings in 

our Wethersfield, CT office or a 

meeting spot of your choice.  

 

We haven’t found the perfect office 

location yet, so if you have ideas 

for our search please send them 

our way. We would greatly  

appreciate it!                                                                                                 

 

DRIVEN BY PURPOSE 

AUTUMN 2020 

I might be crazy… but I committed to the ‘Driven 

By Purpose Challenge’ to benefit the Connecticut  

Children's Medical Center. 

From October 8 - 11, 2020 I will run a Half Marathon, 

a 10k, and a 5k in the virtual Eversource Hartford  

Marathon. Wish me luck and help me raise funds for  

the patients, their families, and the amazing team of 

people who help make kids better at the Connecticut 

Children's Medical Center by visiting:  

https://fundraisers.hakuapp.com/greg-hammond. 

Your generosity is a wonderful reminder about how  

we can do great things together. I deeply appreciate 

your support and what it means to the patients and 

their families. Best wishes for good health and safety 

to you and those close to you.  

Be Well,  

 

 

 

Greg Hammond, CFP®, CPA  

https://fundraisers.hakuapp.com/greg-hammond!


The start of this election year has been one of the most volatile times of this century with the outbreak of the novel Coronavirus.  

While the entire world has been focused on fighting this virus, from those on the frontlines, to those hunting for a cure, and 

those at home social distancing, the year has flown by and we are only a short time away from Election Day. As we head into our 

“new normal,” headlines regarding the virus are beginning to slow down as reporting around the election is picking up.  During 

this potential change of direction, it’s only natural to wonder how the election will affect you; and where people often go wrong is 

by projecting this onto their portfolio.   

Every four years, our financial coaches hear a common phrase from investors: “If so-and-so wins, I’m selling everything and moving 

to cash. He or she will destroy the economy.” People all along the political spectrum make these same emphatic remarks.  However, 

if you look over time, the market has been strong regardless of who was in office. The market is made up of many random  

variables far beyond just the politicians currently in the White House.  

Now is not the time to let political bias create chain reactions in your portfolio. In fact, many times when people have fled to  

money markets, it proved to be detrimental to their long-term growth. The last two peaks in money market assets were followed 

by 3-year annualized returns of 16.4% from 2003 – 2006, and returns of 19.2% in 2009-2012 for the S&P 500. This highlights that 

when people started to flee to these assets to avoid the potential for more loss, they actually lost out on the recovery.  
 

 

 

TO AVOID THE 2020 ELECTION TIME PITFALL, THERE ARE THREE THINGS INVESTORS SHOULD FOLLOW: 

  

1.) Remember, you are investing for the future.  

Your portfolio is constructed to help you reach your long-term goals and be resilient over time. It is not a mechanism to show 

your political allegiance. You should keep a long-term mindset and remember to focus on your goals, not the news, when  

considering what will provide for you in the future. 

2.)  Lean on your financial coach.  

We are here to help you stay the course, stick to the path we have cleared and avoid the common behavioral traps we are all  

susceptible to while investing. You don’t have to sit at home and wonder what to do. We are here for you and your goals. And if 

you don’t have your goals clearly laid out for you, we can help you create powerful, measurable goals. These goals will be the  

center of your long-term road map to financial independence. We want to help investors develop the mindset and strategies to 

be disciplined and prudent for a lifetime.  

3.) Stick to the principle of diversification.  

It is common to think one party vs. another will affect the various sectors or companies.  However, we know that one of the best 

ways to mitigate risk is to remain diversified and not to chase these themes.  Over the last 5 years, individual stocks in particular 

have been almost a coin flip; 50.5% have lost money while only 7% of U.S. stock mutual funds or ETFs have lost money.  Individual 

YOUR PORTFOLIO VS. THE ELECTION 

Morningstar as of 5/31/20 U.S. stocks represented by the S&P 500 Index, an unmanaged index that is generally representative of the U.S. stock market. Past performance does not guarantee or indicate future 
results. Index performance is for illustrative purposes only. You cannot invest directly in the index. 

RESIST THE URGE TO FLEE 



 

SAVANNAH BANANAS? AMAZING 
GUESTS, COOL CONVERSATIONS 

If you haven’t heard our new radio 

show and podcast, Your Money, Your 

Purpose already, you’re missing out on 

some very interesting conversations!  

Since the show’s launch on June 27,  

guests have included singer and song-

writer Javier Colon, winner of The Voice; 

former Cincinnati Reds, Rob Dibble; 

Candace Freedman, a career coach who 

helps women earn more money and 

reach their true potential; our client, 

Alfred Carter’s money whit & wisdom; 

former NY Yankees John Ellis and his 

wife Jane who are devoting their lives to 

helping cancer patients; Entrepreneur, 

Brent Robertson who launched 

‘Purpose Practiced’ and helps people 

live with purpose; Leadership Greater 

Hartford and their Third Age Initiative; 

Nathan Grube, Tournament Director for 

Travelers Championship and more!  

Next up... the incredibly funny Jesse 

Cole, of the Savannah Bananas and the 

OMG Election episodes… 

 

Know of someone we should interview? 

Please send them our way! 

 

The show airs Saturdays at 7:30 am 

on ESPN 97.9, and 10:30 am on News 

Radio 1140 AM/100.9 FM.  

Listen to the podcast at 

www.hiwealth.com or on the iHeart 

media app at  

https://news.iheart.com/apps/. 

stocks may help scratch that trading itch but it is not worth blowing up your portfolio over. With these three pillars backing you, 

you’ll have prepared yourself for this election season and be better able to tune out the media noise that so often comes with 

this time of year. 

 

CHASE INDIVIDUAL STOCKS AT YOUR OWN RISK 
The U.S. stock index is up 10.7% over the last 5 years. Many individual stocks fared worse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Morningstar as of 6/30/20. Mutual funds and ETFs are the Morningstar U.S. Equity Category, oldest share class only. U.S. Individual Stocks are the Morningstar U.S. Stock Universe, all securities 
on the NYSE and NASDAQ. Analysis does not include absolute mutual funds ETFs or stocks as defined by Morningstar. Performance is historical and does not guarantee or indicate future results. 

Jesse Cole & the Savannah Banana 

Javier Colon, winner of The Voice Season 1 

http://www.hiwealth.com
https://news.iheart.com/apps/


” 

The Iles Family 

Life, as well as the financial markets, 

is unpredictable. Please let us know 

about any change in your personal 

or financial situation, investment 

objectives, or if you need to modify 

any trading or distribution instruc-

tions on one or more of your  

accounts.   

  

HAS ANYTHING 
CHANGED WITH 
YOUR FINANCES 
OR YOUR LIFE? 

It’s closing 

time on Fri-

day, March 

20. We’re all 

looking at 

each other 

in disbelief.  

It’s time to put our disaster recovery 

plan into action. Take whatever sup-

plies we may need for the next three 

weeks and we’ll all start working from 

home.  

We’ll be alright… 

 

Well, here we are almost five months 

later. We are for the most part still 

working remotely. Our disaster recov-

ery plan worked. Thank God we had 

one. 

 

Through all this we had two things on 

our minds; how to support you, and 

how to keep everyone safe and healthy.   

 

You are always on our minds and I 

want you to know that we are here for 

you. Any time you want to talk about 

whatever is going with you and your 

families, we’re happy to hear from you 

and will support you in any way we can. 

 

We figured out that working from home 

is viable and we can do it securely. We 

are able to connect with each other on 

our work phones, e-mail and most 

importantly video. Turns out that what I 

saw on The Jetsons was actually going 

to happen. (I still would love a levitating 

car though.) We’ve had countless video 

meetings with each other as well as 

clients. How reassuring it is to be able 

to see one another. People who would 

not normally engage in technology are 

actually on video with their families 

daily. It’s not the same as being able to 

hug one another, but it will do for now.  

 

Recently we led our InvestED with  

Purpose workshop. We had participants 

from Texas, Arkansas, Indiana, Ohio, 

Vermont, Florida, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut on video with us. That was 

pretty cool. 

 

So, here we are. The markets have  

recovered to a great degree, yet there 

is still so much chaos in the world. How 

can it be that markets are going up? It 

goes to show how random and  

unpredictable markets are.  

 

After every crash, there has been a  

recovery. The recovery usually happens 

when we least expect it. You all showed 

great patience and courage during this 

difficult time. Together we will get 

through this. The whole world is work-

ing on a solution and I’m sure there is 

one out there. 

 

Stay safe! We love you. 

 

 

WE’LL BE ALRIGHT...  

The best email address to contact us is 

clientcare@hiwealth.com because it’s 

closely monitored. This address has 

recently changed so please update  

your records. 

Please bookmark our new website 

address www.hiwealth.com. 

MEETINGS, 
REVIEWS AND 
WORKSHOPS 

For everyone’s health and safety, all 

of our workshops and events will be 

online through January 1, 2021. Most 

meetings will be online or telephone 

reviews and conversations, although 

we offer limited in-person meetings 

as necessary.  

We miss you and look forward to 

welcoming you back into our offices 

when it is safe for everyone. 

NEW EMAIL &  
WEBSITE ADDRESS 

Get the latest on what’s  

happening! Follow us on 

Facebook and LinkedIn. 

 

GET THE NEWS! 

Scott Iles 

“ 
OUR MISSION IS TO AWAKEN DREAMS AND EMPOWER 

INVESTORS TO LIVE A LIFE OF FREEDOM AND FULFILLMENT. 

TOGETHER, WE CREATE CLEAR PATHS TO PURPOSEFUL LIVING. 



TAX CREDITS OFFSET HIGHER 
EDUCATION COSTS 

The American opportunity tax credit 

is: 

 Worth a maximum of up to $2,500 per 

eligible student 

 Only for the first four years at an  

eligible college or vocational school 

 For students pursuing a degree or  

other recognized education credential 

 Partially refundable; up to $1,000 back 

 

The lifetime learning credit is: 

 Worth a maximum benefit of up to 

$2,000 per tax return, per year, no  

matter how many students qualify. 

 Available for all years of postsecond-

ary education and for courses to acquire 

or improve job skills. Available for an  

unlimited number of tax years. 

 

 

 

THE JOY OF LIFE 
Artists: Steve and Grace Kim 

The Joy of Life Art Exhibition was created to be a display of Steve and Grace Kim's art as a celebration of their 50th Anniversary. 

However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, they weren’t able to do an in-person exhibition. This led to the birth of their online 

exhibition website designed by their grandson, Luke Park, to wish them a happy anniversary, https://lukejpark15.wixsite.com/

the-joy-of-life. We thank the Kims for sharing, and it’s a joy to have them as clients! 

CHARITY MATCH 
Every story of hope is made possible 

thanks to generous gifts from donors 

like you.  

 

Over the past months as we’ve talked 

to clients and heard their stories and 

concerns, we were inspired to take 

action to help fight COVID-19.  

 

So far we’ve matched almost $20,000 in 

donations to select charities on the front 

lines of the pandemic.  

 

We’ll match your donations toward 

fighting COVID-19 until we reach 

$25,000 for 2020. Please select a 

charity from the list on our website 

‘Get To Know Us / Giving Back’ 

page, https://bit.ly/3hkqt7O or  

contact us at (800) 416-1655 or  

clientcare@hiwealth.com. 

Summer Afternoon by Steve Kim 

Early Spring Plum Blossom 
  by Grace Kim 

Whether it’s online, in-person, part-time or full-time, higher education can be  

expensive. The good news is that there are tax credits which can potentially help 

offset these costs and reduce the amount of tax you may owe. If the credit reduces 

tax to less than zero, a taxpayer could even receive a refund. 

 

There are two credits available to help save money on schooling, the American 

opportunity tax credit and the lifetime learning credit.  

  

To be eligible to claim either of these credits, a student must have received a Form 

1098-T from an eligible educational institution. There are exceptions for some  

students. Taxpayers can use the Interactive Tax Assistant tool on IRS.gov to figure 

out if they’re eligible.  

 

Here are some key things you should know:  

https://lukejpark15.wixsite.com/the-joy-of-life
https://lukejpark15.wixsite.com/the-joy-of-life
https://bit.ly/3hkqt7O
mailto:clientcare@hiwealth.com
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTcuMjU3NTI2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL3RheC1iZW5lZml0cy1mb3ItZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLWNlbnRlciJ9.6qvNXJE
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTcuMjU3NTI2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2NyZWRpdHMtZGVkdWN0aW9ucy9pbmRpdmlkdWFscy9hb3RjIn0.E6VdxL9iSwWnN_BAR2tyn4Yaznlc-Ool
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTcuMjU3NTI2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2NyZWRpdHMtZGVkdWN0aW9ucy9pbmRpdmlkdWFscy9hb3RjIn0.E6VdxL9iSwWnN_BAR2tyn4Yaznlc-Ool
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTcuMjU3NTI2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2NyZWRpdHMtZGVkdWN0aW9ucy9pbmRpdmlkdWFscy9sbGMifQ.Qe8dVQ6O48KQYY8TXXI-W2rzIb8o83BH3
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTcuMjU3NTI2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2hlbHAvaXRhL2FtLWktZWxpZ2libGUtdG8tY2xhaW0tYW4tZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWNyZWRpdCJ9.l935UJxxD5q


TOP NEWS INSIDE 

 

YOUR PORTFOLIO VS. THE ELECTION 

LOOKING FOR A NEW OFFICE  

SAVANNAH BANANAS ON AIR  

EDUCATION TAX CREDITS  

 

 

WWW.HIWEALTH.COM 

860 258.2600 MAIN 

800 416.1655 TOLL FREE 

860 258.2607 FAX 

11710 Plaza America Dr., Ste. 2000, Reston, VA 20190 

110 Kimball Ave., Ste.118, South Burlington, VT 05403 
 

 

Mailing Address: 

100 Great Meadow Rd., Ste. 701, Wethersfield, CT 06109 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon —Thu 9-5, Fri 8-4, or by appointment 

 

You can request our Dynamic Portfolio Management™  

program disclosure brochure, a Form ADV Disclosure  

Brochure, or the new Form CRS Client Relationship Summary 

(Form ADV - Part 3) by contacting our office at (800) 416-1655 

or clientcare@hiwealth.com.  

Advisory Services offered through Hammond Iles Wealth Advisors.  
Securities offered through Ceros Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC 
(Not affiliated with Hammond Iles Wealth Advisors).   

 

 

If you want to live a long, interesting life then never stop learning.  

MEET MARK  
MATSON   

 
Now is your chance to meet Mark 

Matson, founder of Matson Money, 

(virtually) in person.  Until now, 

you could only attend the Matson 

American Dream Experiences as a 

live event, which required travel to 

one of their offices in Ohio or Arizona. Now you can experience it 

online!  

American Dream Experience Online Summit  

Thursday, October 15 & Friday, October 16  

12:00 noon - 8:00 pm Eastern Time each day 

This uplifting and empowering workshop and financial coaching 

brings people together around a purpose that is far greater than 

money. You will gain confidence about your finances, learn how 

investing works and how it can help you fulfill on your purpose 

for life, reconnect with what you dream of having in life and  

create a mindset to pursue it.  

 

 

As we live through ongoing economic volatility and uncertainty, 

one thing is certain: panic and fear are ruling many peoples’ 

days. In fact, it has rarely been more tempting for investors to 

violate the most basic rules of investing and jeopardize their  

life savings.  

People everywhere are expressing concern over the upcoming 

national election. Don't let your worries disrupt your confidence 

in your investment portfolio. Be prepared no matter the  

outcome by attending:  

Global Economic Armageddon: Is It the Right Time To Panic? 

Wednesday, September 16 or Wednesday, October 21 

6:30 - 7:30 pm Eastern Time 

In this one session Zoom workshop we'll examine the economy 

from a historical perspective  

under Democratic and  

Republican administrations,  

the impact of taxes, capital  

gains rates, recessions  

and more. 

IS ELECTION TIME PANIC AND 
FEAR RULING YOUR DAY?  

Sign up at (800) 416-1655 or hello@hiwealth.com.  

See a list of upcoming classes at www.hiwealth.com. 

http://WWW.HIWEALTH.COM
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/110+Kimball+Ave,+South+Burlington,+VT+05403/@44.454822,-73.1468385,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4cca797532f67f5d:0x8bfaf781a2c16d21!8m2!3d44.454822!4d-73.1446445
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