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Our mission is to serve our clients, in an atmosphere of trust, to help grow and preserve their wealth.  We provide personal attention and comprehensive 

strategies, striving to enable our clients to live and retire with stability. Alltrust Financial Management serves clients seeking comprehensive financial 

guidance, with a team approach, in a manner that continuously exceeds our clients' expectations. We are a recognized and respected financial 

management firm delivering trusted, personal attention. 
 

 

 
Time to Fly! Why you’re seeing dirt cheap airfares right now (Source: marketwatch.com) 

 
 

In fact, airfare is getting cheaper. When you adjust for inflation, the average round-trip domestic 
airfare in 1995 would have cost you $480, according to government data. In 2018, it cost you just an 
inflation-adjusted $346 — which means it’s fallen more than 27%. What’s more, it’s been falling for 
the past few years, dropping from $398 in 2015 to $346 last year. 

Average inflation-adjusted domestic round-trip airfare  
2015: $398  
2016: $364  
2017: $355  
2018: $346 

 
In other words, though you may not feel like it, you’re getting those plane tickets for a steal 
these days. But it often comes at consumers’ expense. Seats are getting smaller — with airlines 
now cramming 10%-12% more seats on aircraft than they did in the past, says Robert Mann, the 
founder of R.W. Mann & Company and an airline industry analyst. On top of that, they’re filling 
flights to the max: Occupancy now approaches 90% on average, he says. 
 
They’re also charging more fees — for things like checked bags or selecting your seat — which 
allows airlines to keep ticket prices low. In 2017, the top 10 airlines generated $29.7 billion in 
total ancillary revenue. Compare that to the total ancillary revenue from 10 years ago, $2.1 
billion — that’s over 1,300% growth. 
 
Of course, there are other reasons for cheaper airfare: Planes are now more fuel efficient and 
larger, so they run more cost effectively and with more passengers on them, says Mann. Plus, 
airlines are getting smarter about eliminating unpopular routes, he adds. 
 
Should you want to save on airfare, experts say that January through the middle of February, 
when school vacations start, can offer very low fares, as can the period just after Thanksgiving 
until the middle of December. It also often pays to fly on a Wednesday.  
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Half of Older Americans Have Nothing in Retirement Savings (Source: Bloomberg.com) 
 

• The bad news is that almost half of Americans approaching retirement have nothing saved in a 
401(k) or other individual account. The good news is that the new estimate, from the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office, is slightly better than a few years earlier. 

• Of those 55 and older, 48 percent had nothing put away in a 401(k)-style defined contribution 
plan or an individual retirement account, according to a GAO estimate for 2016 that was 
released Tuesday. That’s an improvement from the 52 percent without retirement money in 
2013. 

• The previous report found the median household of those age 65 to 74 had about $148,000 
saved, the equivalent of an inflation-protected annuity of $649 a month. 

WEEKLY UPDATES ARE AVAILABLE  

LPL Financial’s Weekly Market Commentary and Weekly Economic Commentary can be found on LPL 
Financial’s website (http://www.lplfinancial.com/learning_center/research/). 
 
OTHER UPDATES AVAILABLE FROM LPL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

- Daily market update: http://LPLresearch.com  
- YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/lplresearch (which can also be found on our 

website) 
 
CLIENT CONNECT 
Are you anticipating an e-mail change? Let us know. We want to make sure you receive all of our e-mail 
communications. Send your new e-mail to melissa.arbisi@lpl.com  
 
If you have any input or comments about our newsletter, let us know. We love to hear from you!! 
 
Your referrals mean a great deal to our business. If you know of a friend or family member who might 
benefit from our service, please let us know. We will work hard to ensure that your referrals feel it was a 
wise investment of their time – and their future- to have met with us. 
 
Don’t keep us a secret!! Share this with your family and friends. 
 
Till next month, 
 
The Alltrust Team 
 
 

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC 
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or 

recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing.  

The information is being provided for general educational purposes only and is not intended to provide legal or tax advice. You 
should consult your own legal or tax advisor for guidance on regulatory compliance matters. Any examples provided are for 
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informational purposes only and are not intended to be reflective of actual results and are not indicative of any particular client 
situation. 

 

 


