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     The Town Crier  
This is a special issue of the “Town Crier”  

dedicated to Joseph I. Quinn. 
 

On July 15, 2012 the Allan M. Walker Insurance Agency lost the man who 

was the face, heart and soul of the agency for the past 52 years, Joseph I. 

Quinn 
 

In the late 1950’s Joe Quinn was an insurance “field rep” working for the old 

Employers Union Insurance Company.  He would visit agencies in  

Massachusetts and Rhode Island to keep them up to date on the company’s latest products and  

procedures.  It was during this time that Joe used to call upon the Walker Agency and the Paul  

Peters Agency in Falmouth. 
 

Allan M. Walker passed away on Christmas Eve in 1958.  His estate sold the agency to the Paul 

Peters Group of Falmouth Massachusetts. Bill Peters who was impressed with Joe’s insurance 

knowledge hired him to manage the agency.  Sometime around 1960 Bill Peters named Joseph 

Quinn president of the Allan Walker Agency which was located in downtown Taunton in the 

Crocker Building. 
 

The Paul Peters Group owned 5 insurance agencies across the Commonwealth and when Bill  

Peters of the Paul Peters group passed on, Joseph Quinn and his long-time friend John Lynch of 

Falmouth assumed control of the Peters Group. The two men structured a deal where each agency 

president would work together and eventually come to own their respective agencies.  At the time 

this was a unique set-up but over time insurance agency clusters became very common in the 

1970’s and 1980’s. 
 

In 1962 Joseph moved the family from Barrington,  Rhode Island to 

Taunton and the rest as they say is history. Every morning after  

stopping off for a morning coffee at the Colonial donut shop, the  

station wagon would be parked in front of the office and everyone 

knew Joe’s door was open. But we all knew his office wasn’t just open 

for insurance business. He had an “open door” policy like no other; 

people would stop in talk about everything from last night’s hockey 

game to city politics and it didn’t matter if you were friend, family or 

foe he had a respective smile for all. Even his dog Major used to  

randomly make his way from his home to the office for a visit from 

time to time. 
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Longtime Coyle & Cassidy coach dies 

It’s a sad day in the high school hockey community, as longtime Coyle & 

Cassidy coach Joe Quinn died Sunday at his home in Taunton. 
Joe Quinn, 87, is credited with starting the Warriors hockey program in 1972 and 

led the team to 13 league championships. The Warriors also won a Division 3  

Eastern Mass. title in 1995 under his tutelage, beating East Boston in the  

final before falling for North Middlesex in the Div. 3 state championship game. That was the final high school 

game played in the old Boston Garden.  Quinn left the bench after the 2005 season as he battled health issues 

and was replaced by current Warriors coach David Borges. Quinn watched from the stands at the new Garden 

as C-C returned to the state final in 2006, dropping an overtime heartbreaker to Gloucester.  “The Coyle & 

Cassidy hockey family lost its father … or as (longtime Falmouth coach) Buddy Ferreira called him, ‘Grampa,’ 

” Borges, who played for Quinn and graduated in 1981, said Sunday night. “Joe started the program in 1972 

and provided much of the funding for the program in the 35 years that he was 

the head coach. Joe coached for the love of the sport and the kids that he 

coached. He will forever be remembered and missed.” 

Quinn played collegiately at Boston College, where he was a backup goalie on 

the Eagles’ 1949 national championship team. Tim Quill, who graduated in 

1988 and now serves as an assistant to Borges, wrote on Twitter: “I’m honored 

to say I played for Mr. Quinn.” 

(article from Boston Herald.com Blog) 

MAIA News: 

Massachusetts Insurance Community Mourns Passing of  

Joe Quinn ... 
Joseph I. Quinn, principal of the Allan M. Walker Insurance Agency in Taunton, 

passed away on July 15, 2012.  Joe served as President of one of MAIA’s predecessor  

associations (Massachusetts Association of Independent Insurance Agents and  

Brokers) in 1972-1973.  Joe next represented Massachusetts agents as the state’s  

National Director on the Board of the Independent Insurance Agents of America (now 

IIABA), from 1974-1978.  When the Massachusetts Legislature created the  

Massachusetts Automobile Reinsurance Facility (today CAR) in 1973, Joe was  

appointed to the Facility’s first Governing Committee and became its first agent  

chairman a few years later.  Joe holds the distinction of being the first agent to serve as 

chairman of an insurance industry residual market in the country.  In 1985 when the 

Liquor Liability JUA (LL JUA) was created, Joe was tapped to be the agent representative on the Board of  

Directors.  He was also elected the JUA’s first chairman.  He held that position until the LLJUA evolved into 

Hospitality Mutual a few years ago. In addition to his effort on behalf of independent insurance agents on the 

state level, Joe served for many years on IIABA’s Government  Affairs Committee and became its  

representative to a number of industry Organizations which focused on natural disaster legislation including 

floods, earthquakes and hurricanes.  In 1981 when the Independent Insurance Agents of Massachusetts created 

the “Pacesetter of the Year” award to be presented to an agent who was “setting the pace and taking the lead 

for all agents to follow,” the unanimous selection for the first Pacesetter award was Joe Quinn. Commenting 

on the passing of Joe Quinn, MAIA President & CEO Frank Mancini stated, “Joe’s dedication to the  

independent insurance agent was matched by few in Massachusetts. He was always there to do whatever was 

necessary to support his fellow agents, whether on the local, state or national level. Joe was a Pacesetter for 

Massachusetts agents throughout his career and will always reside in a special place among association leaders 

in the state. 

Joseph & Alice Quinn– 1986 Boston Board of Fire 

Underwriters “Man of the Year Award” 

http://bostonherald.com/blogs/sports/in_the_slot/?p=1016


 
 

Father, Grandfather, Coach, Boss, Board Member, Marine, Friend and Mentor.  Maybe Dad was all of these to 

you or just one.  He wanted everyone to know he was just a worker in the vineyard but we all know what he 

really was.  A mentor to us all. 
 

Our Dad was a Marine who fought in Okinawa in World War II.  He was so proud to be a Marine and to serve 

his country.  He was a hero to us and a hero to his country.  
 

We all know how involved he was:  He was the owner or Allan Walker Insurance Agency, he was on the board 

at Morton hospital and served on the Taunton Development Corporation.  He was dedicated to building a better 

community for the City of Taunton.  
 

To him family was always number one.  Along with his beloved wife Alice, he had four sons, two daughters 

and many grandchildren.  He also had three brothers, a sister and many nieces and nephews.  He took care of 

all of us.  He was the patriarch of the family.  
 

He was always a dedicated father.  He never missed any games, a dance or an opportunity to bring us to prac-

tice.   But our fondest memories of all are those summer and winter vacations to Waterville Valley.  He taught 

us how to skate, how to work, how to win and how to lose.  He taught us that in a game or in life, with respect 

you will always be a winner.   
 

He taught us the value of doing things as a family.  As we got older and started having families of our own, 

Dad rarely missed a birthday, a school play, a sporting event or a graduation.  All family events were important 

to him even the small ones like advancing from kindergarten to first grade.  He was most in his glory at our 

Full Family Reunion at Waterville Valley.  For one weekend a year, all of the Quinn’s gathered together.  On 

those weekends his smile never faded, even when he was napping.  His greatest love was spending time with 

his grandchildren.  There has never been a prouder grandfather. 
 

It didn’t matter if you just met him or knew him for life; you knew he was someone special.  Our Dad did not 

care where you came from, who you were with or what you did.  He welcomed everyone and did what he 

could to make your day better.  One of his favorite sayings was, “what’s one more?”  One more extra skater to 

be part of the team, one more kid in the station wagon for a trip to the Root Beer Stand or one more Coyle 

High School student to work at Allan Walker.  It didn’t matter what the ‘one more’ was for; what it meant to 

him was one more smile. 
 

We all know his other biggest love was Coyle Hockey.  It was not about winning or losing.  For him it was 

about playing the game.  It was about his love of the game and sharing his passion for hockey with young peo-

ple.  He made an impact on all his players.  More than once, while he was traveling, someone would come up 

to him and say, “Hey coach I played for you years ago.” And he enjoyed re-hashing a playoff game or city 

championship battle. 
 

He did what he did not for the accolades or the recognition but because he wanted to.  He was a hard worker, a 

dedicated family man, a community servant, a faithful member of Saint Mary’s Church but most of all he was 

a legacy that will never be forgotten. 
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    ENTER OUR EMAIL CONTEST AND YOU COULD WIN A KINDLE TOUCH!   

Stop in the  office with your email address, call us with your email address, Facebook or tweet us your email address.  

You can even email your email address!  Send your email address to margaret@allanwalker.com 

CHECK US OUT AT WWW.ALLANWALKER.COM   

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AT http:/twitter.com/WalkerInsurance  

 BECOME OUR FRIEND ON FACEBOOK  

Joe Quinn 
1925-2012 

Allan M Walker Insurance Agency, President 
United States Marine, WWII, Pacific 

Coyle & Cassidy High School Hockey Coach 
Taunton Development Corporation, Past President 

Taunton Boys & Girls Club, Board Member 
Morton Hospital, Past President, Trustee 

Taunton Rotary Club 
United Way of Taunton, Past President 

Taunton Municipal Light Plant, Commissioner 
Boston College, Class of 1949 

Member of BC National Championship Hockey Team 
1949 

Bristol County Savings Bank, Trustee 


