Your Identity in the 3 W's of Life 
Most men find their identity and self-worth from these three primary sources.
I call it the three W’s:
- Wealth
- Work
- Woman 

These three main excuses keep most of us from going to where Jesus is leading us to go.

Jesus taught about this in the Parable of the Great Banquet or
As I like to call it - The Parable of the Great Excuses
Luke 14:16-20, 24, NIV
 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
 	“But they all alike began to make excuses. 
The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ (The Wealth excuse)
 	“Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ (The Work excuse)
 	“Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’(The Woman excuse)
 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’”
 
There is a similar teaching in The Parable of the Wedding Banquet found in Matthew 22:1-5,14, NIV
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
“But they paid no attention and went off—
· one to his field (wealth), 
· another to his business (work)… 
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
This parable didn’t have the wife excuse, probably because it was about a wedding, but it did have the wealth and work excuses.
 
How often have we told God “No” because we thought our wife wouldn’t let us do what God asked us to do?
 
Never use your spouse as an excuse. Go to the Lord with your spouse to seek clarity. Your calling was set before you were ever born, but the timing of its fulfillment may not have arrived yet. Do not take timing into your own hands. Let God lead the timing.
· Abraham (having a child)
· Moses (delivering the Israelites)
· King David (anointed as King)
· Joseph (rule over his family)
· Jesus (power to heal, raise the dead back to life).

You probably did not have enough wealth to do what God had asked you to do! Because it is not about your wealth, it is about God’s wealth. You need to ask.
You probably do not have enough time; Too much work to do; Your boss likely will not let you off, so you cannot do what God has asked you to do! You could believe that lie and never fulfill your calling. Or you could ask, may through your boss, God will provide the wealth you need to do what God has called you to do.
Our excuses are primarily rooted in our identity and what we value, love, or fear losing the most. 

Whatever we value over following Jesus is an idol, and it will prevent us from being who God called us to be.
Our identity should not be based on what we own or do but on who owns us and what our owner has designed us to do.

God has a name or multiple names He calls you.

To call yourself something contradictory to what God calls you is to call God a liar. You need to receive the calling God has sown in you.
 
This calling is like the seed sown in Matthew 13:18-23, NIV
 Jesus said:
 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 
The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

You must first understand the name God calls you and what it means. If you do not, the evil one will quickly snatch away what was sown in your heart.
 
Secondly, your name must take root to endure the trouble and persecution your calling will cause.
 
Thirdly, watch out for the thorns, which are worries of this life (work, woman), and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
 
Your heart must be good soil for God’s calling God’s seed to take root, grow through the weeds, and avoid the thorns to produce a crop, yielding a hundred times what was sown.
 
For the seed to take root and grow in your heart, you must be: Intentionally
Willing, Available, and Obedient to whatever God asks of you and stop using the
excuses of wealth, work, and woman.
 
Worship means bowing down and submitting and being led by another. You will worship whatever you love the most or fear the most losing. 
 
If you love your work, wealth, or wife above God, then that is who or what you
worship and be led by and will follow.
 
If you fear losing your work, wealth, or wife, then that fear avoidance is what
you will worship, be led by, and follow.
 
God defines who you are, who you are becoming, and who you will be. You have to receive and believe the name or names God calls you. 

To call yourself something contradictory to what God calls you is to call God a liar. You need to receive the calling God has sown in you.

Matthew 4:19, ESV
Jesus says, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Notice it’s not become, then you can follow. Jesus’s invitation is to follow Him, and He will make you become. It is not about following a to-do list; it is about following God.

God calls us to bring our identity into our work, wealth, and marriage instead of getting our identity from our work, wealth, and marriage.

Following rules and to-do lists drive us into bondage and produces failure and a burden. Following God drives us into freedom and produces joy and strength.

Throughout the Scriptures, God asks people who believe they are not good enough to do amazing things. The truth is they are right; without God leading, they are powerless. That is why God says, “I am going with you. Just follow me, for I am with you. I am all you need!” So often, when the Lord invites you to go on an adventure with Him, you feel it’s all on you to make it happen. When you feel like that, you separate yourself from God and take on a burden God never asked you to take. Jesus said, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:30, NIV). It is essential to understand the character of who God is, to recognize God’s leading, and translate what God is asking you to do and why. When Jesus begins his full-time ministry, after being baptized, the first thing people hear is God claiming Jesus as His son, and from that identity, Jesus lives out His calling, and so should you. Ask God, what do you call me when you talk about me? What do you say about me? God, if you were going to wake me up in the middle of the night, what name would you call out to wake me up that is distinct to me from anyone else?
