
Would You Attend an NFL Football Game?

Friday, September 11, 2020

To All Financial Journey Partners Clients, 

We hope you all had a nice Labor Day weekend, even with the high
temperatures. Cal Fire continues to make progress by increasing the
amount of containment of some of the fires in Northern California.
Unfortunately, new fires have erupted and thankfully the National Guard

helped rescue 164+ campers trapped as fires surrounded them1. 

Our hearts go out to our neighbors in Oregon where 500,000 people have
been forced to evacuate, which is 10% of the 4.2 million people in the
state. The Governor said more than 900,000 acres have burned in Oregon
in the past three days - nearly double the territory that burns in a typical

year2. 

After several days of improving air quality in Silicon Valley, the air quality
turned significantly worse this week – leaving skies throughout our area an
eerie brown with ash. Here is a picture from outside the front of our office
for those of you that do not live in this area.

On a lighter side, this is a good week for many sports fans. The NFL
season kicked off last night with the Kansas City Chiefs playing the
Houston Texans and there is a full lineup of games on Sunday. We’ll take
a look at the status of professional sports as the NFL season is about to
begin. We also have an update on the loosening of restrictions for five
counties in California.
  

Our “Six Estate Planning Pitfalls to Avoid” is Next Week!

Our “Six Estate Planning Pitfalls to Avoid” webinar on September 16 at 4
PM, is next Wednesday. We hope you are registered.

If you are already registered, we encourage you to invite the Successor
Trustee of your estate so they are educated on important things to
consider when they are managing your estate. If you have not yet
registered, we still have room and would love for you to join us.

We are fortunate to have Estate Attorney, E.J. Hong, as our special guest
speaker. E.J. is a Certified Specialist in Estate Planning, Trust and
Probate Law and also specializes in international estate planning and
understands the unique situations common to the Silicon Valley.

Having an up-to-date estate plan is a critical part of your comprehensive
financial plan. Please invite your friends, co-workers or neighbors
who might be interested. All are welcome!

Register Here

Would You Attend an NFL Football Game?

Football returned last night to great anticipation and fanfare. It opened on
the heels of other sports that have had different challenges and
approaches. Nearly all have had no fans in attendance. Leave it to football
to utilize its arenas to invite willing fans to safely watch the game in-person
where allowed.
   

Professional Sports Update

This past weekend was the 146th running of the Kentucky Derby. It had
been delayed from its normal time in May. Authentic won the race, in a
nearly empty race track, instead of the normal 150,000 people in
attendance.

Professional basketball, baseball, hockey, golf, car racing and more have
resumed with minimal disruption. Basketball and hockey have resumed by
bringing the players, coaches and support staff to secure locations to
create a quarantine bubble. Fans of tennis are happy to see the US Open
in New York, although missing some of their favorite players.

Other sports have not created quarantine bubbles and baseball, for
example, has had to reschedule some games after a few players have
tested positive. The encouraging news is that all sports have been able to
move forward successfully, with minimal outbreaks of cases, but with no
fans in attendance.
  

NFL Returns this Week

Are you ready for some football? Preseason games were cancelled to
reduce the possibility of spreading the virus. But the NFL began the 2020
season with the first game on Thursday, September 10 with a 2019 playoff
rematch of the Kansas City Chiefs vs the Houston Texans.

While there have been a relatively small number of players testing positive
for the virus during training camp in July and August, preparations for the
season have not been significantly hindered. The biggest issue was 77
players getting false positive results in August. These players took the test
again and all tested negative. All the false positive tests were traced back

to the same laboratory3.

The NFL reported that 64,058 COVID-19 tests were completed on players
and personnel from August 12 to September 5 alone. Of these, 5 people
had valid positive tests. Besides testing, the NFL established a contact
tracing protocol by first assigning players into tiers with limited exposure

time defined and monitored4.

Players and personnel are required to wear a lightweight Kinexon
Proximity Safezone device from the time people walk into their NFL facility,
until they leave, and during team travel. The device collects data about
individuals’ proximity to each other in order to perform quick and accurate
contact tracing when an individual is symptomatic or tests positive for
COVID-19. This way they can know where they have gone and who they
have come in contact with.
  

Some Extra Lucky Fans

The following teams are the only ones that have reported that they will

allow some fans in the stands for the first week games5:

Houston Texans at Kansas City Chiefs
22% capacity, 17,000 fans
Indianapolis Colts at Jacksonville Jaguars
25% capacity, 17,000 fans

Some of the other teams have announced that they will not have fans for
the first two weeks. They seem to be waiting for the results from these
teams before making the decision regarding fans attending future games
this year.

The NFL is following the lead of other sports and offering fans to put a
picture of themselves in the stands. Other professional sports started this
earlier in the summer.

Pulling it all Together

Sports fans can applaud the professional sports teams for pushing
forward to complete their seasons this year. It took a huge amount of

planning and frequent testing of the athletes to make this a success6.
Production of television shows and movies stopped earlier in the year so
the main new content for TV this fall will be professional sports.

We hope the NFL has a successful launch of their season and we will be
tracking the fans in the stands across the league as the season
progresses.
   

California 4 Tier System Update

California counties are now assigned one of four colors to note the
severity of COVID-19 and based on that assessment have state-level
restrictions. A county can restrict further based on their local review.

This past Monday, Governor Gavin Newsom announced that the following
counties moved from the purple tier to the red tier:  Santa Clara, Santa

Cruz, Amador, Orange and Placer7. You can use this interactive map to

review the status for each county and region in California8.

In the red tier, counties can allow more businesses, like gyms, to begin to
operate indoors and businesses that were already allowed to serve
customers indoors, such as retail, can increase the number of customers
they serve at once.

Santa Clara County said it would allow personal care services like
massages and manicures to begin indoors with modifications, along with
museums, zoos, aquariums, gyms and fitness centers. It said shopping
malls would be allowed to increase capacity from 25% to 50%.

We know that in places like Wisconsin, everything has been open without
restrictions since May. In California, the Governor has had the state
closed down for so long that getting more businesses open is a welcomed
change.

THIS WEEK'S SURVEY: Would you feel safe going to a football
game?

This week, our one question survey is related to the start of the NFL
football season.

With some parts of the country allowing a limited number of fans in the
stands for the first week games, we are interested to find out if you would
be willing to go to an NFL game if it was allowed in your local area.

Please complete this one question survey to let us know what you think.
We will publish the results of the survey in our next newsletter.

Submit Your Answer

LAST WEEK’S SURVEY: Would you take the COVID-19 vaccine?

Thank you to the people that answered our survey last week. We really
appreciate hearing everyone’s opinions on a wide range of topics. Here
are the results of the survey.

SURVEY QUESTION RESULTS:  Would you take the vaccine for
COVID-19 when it has completed phase 3 trials, the CDC and FDA
consider it safe and it is widely available?

41% - Yes. I would take the vaccine as soon as it is made widely
available.
36% - Yes, but I would let a few million people take the vaccine first.
18% - Yes, but after most people have already taken the vaccine.
5%   - No way.
0%   - I am not sure.

We found it interesting that many people would take the vaccine as soon
as it is widely available. Stories in the media reported the potential for a
large number of people not wanting to take the vaccine, but in this group,
95% of those responding said they would take the vaccine.
  

Please Share our Newsletter and Encourage Sign-up

We want to provide timely information and insight in our newsletter each
week for our clients and also your extended family and friends. Please
share the newsletter with those you think would be interested.

If you are one of those interested folks and would like to register to
receive this newsletter, simply register at financialjourney.com/insights-
newsletter-sign-up 

Sign Up Today!

Silicon Valley Outdoor Dining

The current health order in Santa Clara County still prohibits indoor dining
so businesses have adapted and implemented outdoor dining. So,
businesses have adapted and implemented outdoor dining. Local cities
have been supportive of the businesses by closing some or all of the
streets in the downtown areas in front of the restaurants.

Here’s what has been done in Sunnyvale, Cupertino, Mountain View,
Campbell and Los Gatos. We have really enjoyed the outdoor dining in
downtown Sunnyvale and Cupertino, since they are the closest to our
house. We hope they continue this in future years after the pandemic is
gone!

2020 FJP Summer Photo Contest Results

Thank you to everyone who has submitted photos to our Summer Photo
Contest. We received lots of great photos and will be sharing the top
photos in a few categories. We want your help to pick your favorites. We
will announce the winners at a fun virtual event on Thursday,
November 5, at 5 PM. Please save the date now!

Where Do We Go From Here?

19 years ago, our country faced tragedy together on September 11. We
vowed never to forget and it is a good anchor as we face our challenges
today. We will look back on this time differently, but one day we will look
back as we’ll have a vaccine and new found gratitude for each other and
our freedoms.

With a pandemic, wildfires, heat waves, protests and more this year – the
completion of each week and getting closer to the end of 2020 – seems
like an accomplishment. Five counties in California moving from the purple
to the red tier is a success and we are hopeful for more improvement.

In Silicon Valley, we had temperatures over 100 degrees last weekend.
We saw a flare up in the fires this past week and our SF Giants were
cloaked in their team orange and black colors with the bay views
obscured.

Yes, we are ready for a little football and Scott and Flavio are looking
forward to lots of football this Sunday. We hope you had a chance to
enjoy the Labor Day weekend, even with the heat and all our challenges.

Feel free to forward our emails and as always, if there is anything we can
do to help, or if you just want to talk, give us a call. We look forward to
when we can safely reopen and welcome you back into the office again. 

We hope you all stay safe and have a good week.

Elaine, Scott and Linda

_______________________
 

COVID-19 Resource Page – This page has lots of great resources
available for many areas related to the Coronavirus, including where you
can get free COVID-19 testing in Santa Clara county, stats, government
programs, and the latest information on what businesses are open and
closed.

References

1 ABC 30 News – Creek Fire: Dozens airlifted from raging wildfire,
brought to Army base in Fresno

2 AP – ‘Evacuate now:’ Wildfires grow in Oregon as 500K flee

3 NFL – All 77 false-positive COVID-19 tests come back negative upon
reruns

4 NFL – COVID-19 Contact Tracing Technology & Protocol

5 Yahoo Sports – Which NFL stadiums, teams will allow fans at games in
Week 1 of the 2020 season?

6 Sporting News – NFL COVID rules, explained: Everything to know about
coronavirus and football in 2020

7 Mercury News – Coronavirus: Santa Clara and Santa Cruz counties
move to less restrictive red tier. Here’s what can reopen now

8 ABC 7 News – Coronavirus in California: Map shows which counties
can, can't reopen under Newsom's new 4-tier system
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