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Harry Keller wants his clients to have fun.
It’s their job. That’swhy the quote leading off
this article is printed boldly on the cover of
his Firm’s brochure.
“Our client’s job is to go out, have fun, be

happy and send us postcards and pictures of
their travels and hobbies every quarter,” says
Harry Keller, CPA, CFP®, ChFC, CLU, MBA,
President of Financial Independence Planning, LLC
(www.myFIPadvisor.com). Keller looks through an
impressive collection of client postcards and photos and
a broad smile crosses his face. “We design andmonitor a
plan to help our clients reach their goals in the safestway
possible,” he said. “In a lot of cases, people are taking
more risk than theyneed to.Ourobjective is tokeep them
in the middle of the road, and help them become finan-
cially independent, which means they can enjoy what’s
important to them, and not have toworry about the day-
to-dayactivityofmaintainingandgrowing theirwealth.”

Financial Independence Planning is a
financial services firm serving clients prima-
rily in Montgomery, Bucks, and
Philadelphia Counties through its main
offices at 33 JenkinsAvenue inLansdale and
454 Germantown Pike in Lafayette Hill, and

throughadditional locations inConshohocken,
Dresher, Feasterville and Southampton, PA. The

organization delivers a financial process for clients in
retirement and pre-retirement, to help them retain and
optimize their retirement assets. Financial
Independence Planning leverages its proprietary 8-step
process to identify objectives and potential roadblocks
early by using a Financial RoadMap®. FIP’s 8-step sys-
tem is thoughtful and methodical in understanding
clients’ needs.Also, it is arranged to make sure that the
components of clients’ assets, income, and expenses are
organized in a structured, logical plan. The Financial
Independence Planning Process® includes regular

monitoring to help clients stay on track to their goals.
“The big thing with us is we work together,” said

Keller, who founded FIP in 1982. “We have a good team
that works by the system and through investmentmod-
els that we develop andmonitor on a regular basis.
Keller’s team includes Laraine Beckman, Client

ServicesManager, who hasworked in the financial serv-
ices industry since 1979. Laraine has held her FINRA
Securities registrations since 1999 and has an extensive
background in the investment field. Bruce Musselman,
manager of the company’s Lansdale office, has 27 years
of prior experience as a corporate Human Resources
Manager with extensive knowledge of employer retire-
ment and welfare plans. Keith Hooper, CPA, MS, has
been in financial services since1986andfocusesonretire-
ment planning.Adam Peltzman,CFP® has been work-
ing in the financial services industry since 2000 and
focuses on retirement, insurance planning, and small
group and individual health insurance. Fred Shocket,
CFP®, MAhas been involved in financial services since
1993 and focuses on personalized financial planning for
both individuals and small businesses. Ken Souder,
CFP®,withover tenyearsofprior experience as a corpo-
rate benefits manager, since 1995 has worked as a finan-
cial planner and has extensive experience with taxation,
retirement plans, including 401(K)s, pensions and IRAs.
ThomasMorgan,OperationsDirectorTommanages the
daily processing, assists on client account services, and

(See “Cover Story” on page 6)

By Bill Haley

“Asound Planning Process should
free up your time fromworrying about
money to enjoying all the things in life

that are important to you.”
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Harry Keller wants his clients to have fun. It’s their job. That’s why the quote leading off this article is printed boldly on 
the cover of his Firm’s brochure. 

“Our client’s job is to go out, have fun, be happy and send us postcards and pictures of their travels and hobbies every 
quarter,” says Harry Keller, CPA, CFP®, ChFC, CLU, MBA, President of Financial Independence Planning, LLC (www.
myFIPadvisor.com). Keller looks through an impressive collection of client postcards and photos and a broad smile crosses 
his face. “We design and monitor a plan to help our clients reach their goals in the safest way possible,” he said. “In a lot of 
cases, people are taking more risk than they need to. Our objective is to keep them in the middle of the road, and help them 
become financially independent, which means they can enjoy what’s important to them, and not have to worry about the 
day-to-day activity of maintaining and growing their  wealth.” 

Financial Independence Planning is a financial services firm serving clients primarily in Montgomery, Bucks, and 
Philadelphia Counties through its main offices at 33 Jenkins Avenue in Lansdale and 454 Germantown Pike in Lafayette Hill, 
and through additional locations in Conshohocken, Dresher, Feasterville and Southampton, PA. The organization delivers 
a financial process for clients in retirement and pre-retirement, to help them retain and optimize their retirement assets. 
Financial Independence Planning leverages its proprietary 8-step process to identify objectives and potential roadblocks 
early by using a Financial Road Map®. FIP’s 8-step system is thoughtful and methodical in understanding clients’ needs. 
Also, it is arranged to make sure that the components of clients’ assets, income, and expenses are organized in a structured, 
logical plan. The Financial Independence Planning Process® includes regular monitoring to help clients stay on track to 



their goals. “The big thing with us is we work together,” said 
Keller,who founded FIP in 1982. “We have a good team that 
works by the system and through investment models that 
we develop and monitor on a regular basis. 

Keller’s team, includes Laraine Beckman, Client 
Services Manager,who has worked in the financial services 
industry since 1979. Laraine has held her FINRA Securities 
registrations since 1999 and has an extensive background 
in the investment field. Bruce Musselman, manager of the 
company’s Lansdale office, has 27 years of prior experience 
as a corporate Human Resources Manager with extensive 
knowledge of employer retirement and welfare plans. 
Keith Hooper, CPA, MS, has been in financial services 
since 1986 and focuses on retirement planning. Adam 
Peltzman, CFP® has been working in the financial services 
industry since 2000 and focuses on retirement, insurance 
planning, and small group and individual health insurance. 
Fred Shocket, CFP®, MA has been involved in financial 
services since 1993 and focuses on personalized financial 
planning for both individuals and small businesses. Ken 
Souder, CFP®, with over ten years of prior experience 
as a corporate benefits manager, since 1995 has worked 
as a financial planner and has extensive experience with 
taxation, retirement plans, including 401(K)s, pensions and 
IRAs. Thomas Morgan,Operations Director Tom manages 
the daily processing, assists on client account services, and 
coordinates functions associated with the Branch Office 
for Financial Independence Planning, LLC.  FIP also 
works with numerous other CPAs and Investment Adviser 
Representatives through its network of locations. “We’re 
a resource,” Harry Keller, explains. “We help clients with 
a sound process, and that should free up their time from 
worrying.  We help them gain clarity, confidence, and 
capability, move from products to process, and use our 8- 
step system,”he said. “All of our reps use this step-by-step 
system,with our procedures, schedules and confirmations.  
After 20 years we made it systematized so we could train 
our associates.”

In terms of “clarity”, Financial Independence Planning 
utilizes a Financial Road Map® to help clients outline 
their goals, their values, and all their assets. “Confidence” 
is provided with a Financial Independence Plan® to help 
clients make smart choices with specific recommendations 
on what they need to do in each of those areas. “Capability” 
refers to the collective expertise of FIP’s team of Financial 
Advisers, CPAs, life and health insurance professionals and 
estate planning attorneys who monitor the plan, to make 
sure clients stay on track.

“We start off with a planning process and not with a 
product pitch” Keller explains. “It starts with finding out 
what’s important to people about their money. It includes a 
review of their values and goals and all of their assets. We 
offer a complimentary one-hour consultation and we use 
a Financial Road Map® to gather the information in one 
location. Then we do a financial plan and we work with fee-
based investments. Our compensation is clearly disclosed 
and it’s very competitive,” he said. 

“The most important thing is that we help our clients 
with an overall plan to consolidate all their financial 
relationships,” Keller said. “We make it easier for them 
to make smart choices with their money by providing a 
customized plan. We focus on the plan and the process. 
We monitor the plan, as well as the products. It’s not just 
the clubs, it’s the swing,” Keller said, using a familiar golf 
metaphor.

“It’s important to have a planning process and to stay on 
track,” he continued.“Our planners are multi-disciplined so 
they can offer tax-efficient strategies and risk management 
advice as well as investment advice using the models that 
we’ve developed. We’re very unique in the sense that, even 
though we have seven locations, we have one process that 
we use for all of our clients. We have several investment 
models that we use for our clients. We’re very systematized 
to provide very consistent planning advice.”

Keller has conducted a multitude of financial planning 
seminars for clients and representative training. In addition, 
he has extensive tax and financial services training. He has 
been a CPA since 1979 and received the Chartered Financial 
Consultant and Chartered Life Underwriter designations 
from the American College. He has a Masters degree 
in finance and management, with honors, from Drexel 
University and a Bachelor of Science, with high distinction 
and honors in accounting, from Penn State University. 
Keller is a member of the Financial Planning Association, 
the Philadelphia and Montgomery County Estate Planning 
Councils.

“We don’t monitor the markets, we monitor the 
investment managers,”  Keller said, explaining there is 
a difference between financial planning and investment 
planning. “Most people have investment planning where they 
have lots of different investments and lots of relationships 
but they don’t have confidence that they’ll have enough 
to retire and have fun and not worry. The idea is to move 
to financial planning, where they have clarity,” he said. 
“The top money managers,whatever source you use, have 



On September 28, 2011, about 350 people will attend 
Financial Independence Planning’s annual “Success 
Celebration” event at Presidential Caterers in Norristown, 
where they will share stories of the fun they’ve had over the 
past year.“We sponsor that event as well as periodic client 
update educational events,” Keller said. “We just did one 
on college planning and we had one on wills and trusts. In 
February 140 clients and guests attended another on the 
new health insurance and tax laws. We sponsor about six 
client update events a year, and they bring their family and 
friends,” he said. 

For additional information on Financial Independence 
Planning, LLC, please call 610.825.5521; email: info@
myfipadvisor.com; and visit www.myfipadvisor.com. FIP’s 
online client collaboration tools enable clients 24/7 secure 
access to their portfolio. Please contact Laraine Beckman at 
610.825.5521 or Laraine@myFIPadvisor.com to schedule 
a complimentary Financial Independence INFOMeeting©. 
Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered 
through ING Financial Partners, Inc. Member SIPC. 
Financial Independence Planning is not a subsidiary of nor 
controlled by ING Financial Partners, Inc. ING Financial 
Partners does not offer tax or legal advice. Please consult 
with your tax and/or legal professional concerning your 
specific situation.

at least 10 years of history of making smart choices. They 
manage it. We use multiple managers and we try to keep 
moderately conservative,” he said.“Many of our clients are 
either retiring or approaching retirement. We want to get 
the return they need with the lowest risk. All of our clients 
have their quarterly update phone calls and annual financial 
roadmap update meeting.

“Asked about his approach to meeting with clients, 
Keller said, “When I sit down, the first thing I ask is ‘Are 
you enjoying what’s important to you?’ It’s not just about 
goals, because goals change and get accomplished. Are 
you able to support your lifestyle without working? Are 
you going places and doing things? Did you relocate? Are 
you keeping up with your friends? Whatever it is that’s 
important to them, that’s what we focus on. The goals are 
one thing and the assets are the second. So each meeting 
we have a structure. Clients get printouts of what ever they 
need. Each quarterly call, we ask “What’s new, what are 
you doing for fun?” We monitor their fun activities so we 
know they are doing what is important to them. Our job is to 
take care of the money. Their job is to take care of the fun,” 
he said, pointing out that many of his clients are successful 
executives who are capable of managing their own money 
but choose to have FIP do it for them for a simple reason. 
“Managing money is a full time job,”Keller said.“If they can 
delegate that, it frees them up to take long vacations where 
they can relax and not have to check on their computers.”

FROM THE COVER: Seated (L to R): Laraine Beckman; Bruce Musselman; Fred Shocket; Harry Keller;
Keith Hooper; Glenn Kopensky; Adam Peltzman. Standing (L to R): Harriet Litz; Jon Wanczyk; 

Jared Keller; Michael N. Grossman; Thomas Morgan; Ken Souder; Randy Nead; Steve Dudek; Steven Brown.
Not shown: Tom Malkoch, Barry Blatt 

Learn more about our qualifications at myFIPadvisor.com



The Financial Independence Invitation©
An invitation or referral to meet with a Financial Independence Planner© for a short complementary informa-
tional INFO© discussion of your goals and concerns and of the Financial Independence Planning Process©.

The Financial Independence INFO Meeting© 
The objective of the Financial Independence INFO© Meeting is to get answers to your general questions on 
retirement planning, investments, taxes and insurances; learn the differences between investing and financial 
planning, and determine if the Financial Independence Planning Process© can benefit you. 

The Financial Road Map®
The Financial RoadMap® is a consultation with a Financial Independence Planner© to clarify your values, 
goals, current financial positions and to identify ideas to improve your current plan. Also, you will have the op-
portunity to experience a time tested financial planning process that can help you make smart choices with your 
money and stay on track to your goals.

The Financial Independence Plan®
The objective of having a Financial Independence Plan®is to give you the confidence to make the right choices 
to reach your goals. This Plan is an active illustration using current financial tools and the Financial Indepen-
dence Planners’© experience that maps out what has to happen to bridge the gap from where you are now to 
where you need to be in each of the areas of cash reserves, investments, debt and insurances. The Financial 
Independence Plan® includes the Financial Independence Recommendations© and implementation of steps you 
need to take to achieve your goals.

The Financial Independence Alignment Review ©
The objective of the Financial Independence Alignment Review©is to make sure all your assets are properly 
positioned to be on track to meet your goals. Furthermore, we take the time to familiarize you on how to access 
your on-line performance reports, update your active Financial Independence Plan®for any changes and review 
open action steps.

The Financial Independence Quarterly Check-Up©
The objective of the Financial Independence Quarterly Check-Up© is to give you confidence that you are on 
track towards your goals. In addition, we update records for new information, answer any financial questions, 
review investment allocation, taxes, performance, discuss additions and withdrawals, follow-up on open action 
steps and make any other necessary adjustments.

The Financial Independence Annual Update ©
The Financial Independence Annual Update© is an annual meeting to review the progress toward your goals, 
update your Financial Independence Plan®, answer questions, review investments, allocations, review taxes and 
performance, discuss additions and withdrawals, follow-up on open action items and to determine if any other 
adjustments need to be made.

The Financial Independence Success Celebration©
The Financial Independence Success Celebration© is the culmination of the Financial Independence Planning 
Experience. We host annual client events to celebrate our clients’ achievements, share experiences and ideas 
about their goals.

THE 8-STEP FIP FINANCIAL PLANNING PROCESS


