
Yara Elian
What does fiscal responsibility mean to me?

Money was something I was very aware of from a young age. After my father moved to another country
to avoid paying child support, my mom struggled as a single parent. To provide for my brother and I, my
mom managed two side jobs in addition to the regular one. Despite the difficulties, she somehow made
every household task seem quick and easy except for when it came to managing money. I remember her
being nervous about not having enough money to cover bills, skipping meals in order to save money. As a
young child with limited awareness about the world, I absorbed her anxiety about spending anything extra
beyond what was a necessity.

I started wondering what I could do to not worry about money in the future. The Junior Achievement
Company program was the first place where I heard about financial literacy during my sophomore year of
high school. Since my mom didn't teach me anything on this topic, I asked our instructor, Clay Jackson,
lots of questions and learned about credit scores, budgets, and financial planning.

I later realized that our family's situation was not unique. According to CNBC, although women are
earning better-paying jobs than before, they have lower confidence in growing wealth, have higher debts,
and lower savings than men. It became evident that lack of financial knowledge negatively impacts the
opportunities for young women like myself and those who are from lower-income families, minorities, or
first-generation wealth builders.

At that point, I knew that unless I changed something, I was bound to become a part of the same trend. To
me, fiscal responsibility means taking ownership of personal finance, being honest and accountable in
financial decisions, and educating myself about growing wealth for myself and for my community.

My first idea was to create a financial club. To my surprise, mostly boys wanted to join. I organized two
public seminars at the library with two women leaders in financial education, Veronica Dangerfield and
Paola Ramos. My friends and I learned about the power of compound interest and that becoming
millionaires on our own was not an impossible dream.

This year I focused my Senior Year project at Northgate High School on finding ways to help educate
students in personal finance.  I surveyed local students and parents, interviewed local financial educators,
and completed a class on personal finance to educate myself. I am sharing my financial learning journey
on social media (@fluent.infinance), hoping that my project will make a difference by igniting other
students' desire to become financially savvy and encouraging schools to promote personal finance
education.

After all, a responsible society should provide all people, not just those with generational wealth, with
easy access to financial knowledge and with caring mentors. If young people become financially secure,
the economy will thrive and we can focus on improving the world rather than simply making ends meet.
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