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Social Security.  You pay into it for years, then when you turn 62 you call them up and have them start 
sending you checks.  Simple, right?  It can be… or with a little know-how, you can actually squeeze out 
every last penny that you are owed to increase your benefit check.   There are lots of ways to do just 
that, depending on your particular situation. 

There used to be even more ways to increase your Social Security retirement but in 2015, the Social 
Security Administration closed many of the loopholes people were using to generate the highest 
possible retirement benefit.  If you didn’t make that deadline to utilize those strategies… no worries.  
There are still some ways to get a higher benefit than your friends and relatives… just by investing a little 
time learning the things you are about to learn! 

10 SECRETS TO GETTING A BIGGER SOCIAL SECURITY CHECK 

❶ GET THE BIGGEST BENEFIT

Don’t rely on the Social Security Office to help you get the biggest benefit.  

They will NOT be your personal advisor.  The employees at the local Social 

Security office, or that man on the phone at their main office in Washington, 

are not allowed to give case specific advice to you.  You are essentially on 

your own to make a decision that is going to affect you for the rest of your 

life… a decision, that if you choose wrong, will cost you thousands of dollars.  

So rule number one, spend a little time educating yourself; just like you are 

doing right now.  

❷ FIND A SPECIALIST

If you aren’t the type of person that likes to pour through legalese, small 

print and spread sheets consider using software that will calculate the best  

benefit for you and your specific situation.  There are advisors that 

specialize in Social Security planning that will generally run a report for you 

at no charge. 
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❸ EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS

There isn’t just one way to draw your Social Security retirement benefits.  

When you include the many ages you can decide to turn on the benefits 

(ages 62 through 70) … to the varying payout amounts depending on your 

age… to the number of ways you can choose to turn on the benefits if you 

are married…  well let’s just say it can get confusing.   

And unfortunately, when things get confusing many people will just give up 

and turn on Social Security without using a little thought to get the highest 

benefit.  It may be that turning it on right away at 62 is the right thing to 

do… or, it could cost you thousands of dollars.  Remember, you paid into 

this system for over 30 years.  Make sure you get the most benefits possible 

back out of it. 

❹ TAKE HOME MORE

Make sure you are using U.S. Code §86 to bump your take home Social 

Security amount by up to 26%!  That’s a lot of moolah!  It’s amazing how 

few people even know this exists… and the doggone Social Security office 

isn’t even allowed to tell you it exists (as we talked about in #1 above). 

❺ HOLD ON…IF YOU CAN

Here’s an odd bit of information that could mean thousands to you.  If you 

are contemplating a divorce, but have not yet been married for a full 10  

years… consider holding on until you hit that 10-year point.  If you are 

married at least 10 years, then you can claim your ex-spouses Social Security 

benefit.  Which allows you to choose between ½ of your spouse’s Social  

Here is a terrific resource, see below for more information: 

MyRetirementPaycheck.org 

A website sponsored by the National Endowment for Financial Education. 
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Security benefit… or your own… whichever is higher.  

If you just can’t hold onto make it 10-years, meet with a specialized Social 

Security planner and they can help you determine whether it makes sense 

to wait… or, to just pull the trigger and take your own benefit. 

❻ DIVORCED AND STILL SINGLE?
I’m not sure I should tell you this next secret… .  If you get 

divorced and have not remarried… your ex-spouse is actually worth 

more to you dead, than alive.   This is especially the case if your ex-

spouse qualified for a high Social Security benefit.   

Here’s the reason.  When your ex-spouse dies, you’ll be treated 

like a widow or widower.  That means that if you are at least 60-

years-old, you can begin collecting your ex-spouses benefit and 

allow your own Social Security benefit to continue to grow to 

almost double by age 70.  At that point, you can switch to your 

own benefit! 

❼ WIDOW/WIDOWERS ALERT

The same rule above in #6 applies to all widows and widowers… even if they 

were divorced. 

❽ SPOUSAL BENEFITS

Please keep in mind there is no advantage to delay taking spousal/survivor 

benefits after full retirement age (66 or 67, depending on when you were 

born). Your own retirement benefits will grow if you delay, but there's no 

reason to wait to collect spousal or survivor benefits. 
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❾ WORKING AND COLLECTING

Working and collecting Social Security benefits can be both good and bad.  If 

you begin taking any Social Security retirement benefits, but earn more  

than the allowed limit, due to working, your benefit will be reduced by $1 

for every $2 over the earnings limit.  Once you reach your full retirement 

age, Social Security will payout any previously withheld benefits at a higher 

rate, thus giving you a higher benefit check.  

❿ KIDS STILL AT HOME

If you started a family later in life, or have a 2nd family, and still have young 

children in the home when you begin drawing your Social Security 

retirement… your children can collect Social Security benefits as well up to 

age 19 or through high school. 
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