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E L I T E  W E A L T H  M A N A G E M E N T

Most of us lead very busy lives and feel like we’re continually juggling multiple priorities and 
demands on our time. But as you make plans for your future, it’s important to take a step 
back from all those daily responsibilities and really consider the road ahead. 

dreams.

concerns that are most important to you and the people you care about. Only then can you 
take steps designed to address them.

of these challenges are on your list.

Financial Concerns?  
KEY TAKEAWAYS

Preserving wealth, especially for retirement, is a consistent 

Mitigating taxes and ensuring loved ones are taken care 
of are other top-of-mind issues.

be coordinated. 
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Concern #1: Preserving your wealth

consistent with your time frame and tolerance for taking investment risk. Think of it like this: 
It’s not about how much you make; it’s about how much you don’t lose. 

you that you have, or will eventually have, the wealth that is required to meet your needs, 
reach your various goals and live the life you want? 

study, nearly 90 percent said that they were quite concerned about preserving their wealth 

they worry about having enough money to last throughout their retirements. 

EXHIBIT 1

Investors Are Very Concerned About Their Retirements

and Preserving Wealth 
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Source: Russ Alan Prince with David A. Geracioti, Cultivating the Middle-Class Millionaire, Wealth 

Since that study, we have found that these issues have consistently been at the top of the list 
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the fear of losing what you have worked hard to build up over the years. That makes sense. 
After all, there’s simply too much at stake not to be concerned. The prospect of downshifting 

they face the very real threat of failing to preserve their wealth. 

Some of the challenges you face are emerging, while others have been with us for a long 

future prospects. In the wake of that uncertainty, it is absolutely crucial that you make the 
smartest possible decisions about your wealth based on the realities of the world. 

Concern #2: Enhancing your wealth

we pay for the privileges of membership 

mean investors look forward to paying for 
those privileges. 

Tax mitigation has been a particularly 

years, due to a great deal of discussion in 
Congress about increasing taxes on high 

related concerns. Taxes can—and do—eat up a great deal of wealth. 

and earning substantial incomes in the process. In fact, the incomes of high earners have 
grown by a much greater percentage over time than have the incomes of lower earners. 

investment returns also can have a big impact on the ability to grow and preserve wealth. 

Obviously, no one can be certain what the future holds when it comes to the government’s 
decisions about tax rates and other aspects of the tax code. This uncertainty is preventing 
many families today from taking a proactive approach to tax planning. This is a big and 

environment change for the better or the worse. 
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Concern #3: Transferring your wealth

family? And do you have a plan in place for passing your wealth on to family members, either 
now or down the road? 

needs, goals and level of wealth?

The fact is, it is very easy to ignore this crucial concern because addressing it requires us to 
ask ourselves questions that we may not have ever considered—or that we might prefer to 

illiquid? 

These questions may create some discomfort. But let’s face it: Failing to ensure that your 
wealth goes exactly where you want it to go can lead to much greater discomfort later on 

of a family-owned business. 

Concern #4: Protecting your wealth

markets and guard against rising costs. They’re also seeking to protect their assets from 
being unjustly taken from them by a catastrophic loss, potential creditors, litigants, ex-
spouses and children’s spouses, and even identity thieves.

This means that successful wealth management planning may also need to address wealth 
protection—controlling risks through business processes, employment agreements and 
buy-sells, as well as restructuring various assets and considering legal forms of ownership 
that put your wealth beyond the reach of creditors and other parties who may seek to 
unjustly take it. 

Concern #5: Donating your wealth

at large. For these investors, making meaningful gifts to charity in the most impactful way 
possible is becoming a key issue.
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Charitable giving comes with its own unique set of challenges—from selecting the appropriate 

same time, however, you must ensure that your philanthropic objectives are in balance with 

your family. Navigating the charitable planning process should be a key part of a wealth 
management plan for philanthropically motivated individuals and families these days.

Coordinating your response

probably agree that each one taken on its own is daunting enough. But when you face many 

can have a huge impact on your ability to achieve a secure, comfortable and meaningful life. 

protection, for example, is often intertwined with wealth transfer needs. And charitable giving 
can often support goals in each of the other four areas.

small. Plotting out strategies for just one area at the expense of the others is therefore a recipe 

5



VFO Inner Circle Special Report 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or retransmitted in any form or by any means, includ-
ing but not limited to electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or any information storage 

subject violators to criminal penalties as well as liabilities for substantial monetary damages up to 

the services of the appropriate professional should be sought. Neither the author nor the publisher 
may be held liable in any way for any interpretation or use of the information in this publication.

The author will make recommendations for solutions for you to explore that are not his own. Any rec-
ommendation is always based on the author’s research and experience.The information contained 
herein is accurate to the best of the publisher’s and author’s knowledge; however, the publisher and 
author can accept no responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of such information or for loss 
or damage caused by any use thereof.
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