
Senior citizens are often easy prey for con artists who cajole or bully them into 
turning over personal financial information or otherwise get them to pay for 
something that they are not going to receive. In fact, 6000 complaints were filled 
in SC alone last year and that represents just the tip of the iceberg because 
many are too embarrassed to report it. 
  
Everyone needs to be mindful of scams involving phony charities, Medicare 
discount cards, prizes and sweepstakes, and counterfeit drugs. Also they need to 
be on the lookout for funeral and cemetery fraud, telemarketing fraud, identity 
theft and the ubiquitous Nigerian letter, which asks recipients to provide their 
bank accounts so a large deposit can be made. Some will tell you that your car 
warranty has ended and try to sell a fake new one or that your deceased spouse 
owed the bank money and try to get you to pay. 
  
Ways to not become a victim include 

1)     Never give Social Security, or bank account numbers over the phone or 
internet 

2)     If you get a call from someone claiming to be from Social Security or 
Medicare or even a phone company, hang up and dial the agency 
directly to find out if the call was legitimate. 

3)     Don’t put outgoing mail with checks in your mailbox. Use the post office. 
4)     Review your bank and credit card statements carefully for false 

purchases or withdrawals. 
5)     Check your credit report regularly. 
6)     If you have been scammed, report it to the Dept. of Consumer Affairs at 

1-800-922-1594. www.aging-sc.gov/scams 
  
If you are contacted by anyone suspicious, please let them know that you work 
with a Certified Financial Planner, and they are likely to leave you alone then. If 
you have any questions, please contact us. 
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