
In the financial world, some weeks are more important than others, and we
just lived through a big one. Let's unpack each of the four key stats:

The Fed. As expected, the Fed bumped up short-term rates again at its
July meeting. But the markets breathed a sigh of relief in reaction.
Investors believe the Fed is getting a handle on inflation, which may mean
slower rate increases.

Inflation. It feels like inflation is trending lower – check out gasoline
prices. But the Fed's key inflation indicator, the personal consumption
expenditures index, remained stubbornly high in June. Result? We're still
getting mixed signals.

GDP. The latest report showed a second straight quarterly contraction.
Two quarters of negative growth would have been a recession by definition
not long ago. Economists now look at more factors, such as jobs and
hiring, before labeling an economy.

Company reports. They have been fantastic, with many companies
checking in with better-than-expected results. In its July 29 update,
FactSet reported that 73% of S&P 500 companies were surprised with
earnings, and 66% were astonished by sales.

Enjoy the final weeks of summer. We'll keep an eye on the markets!

Estate Management
Checklist
Is your estate in order? This short quiz
may help you assess your overall strategy.

Learn More

Mark Warren, our Advisor Representative, has announced his retirement
from Apeiron Planning Partners and Highland Park Wealth Management! 

"It has been my honor and privilege to serve my clientele for many
years.  The most gratifying aspect of my career was the development of
long-term relationships.  I greatly appreciate my clients' trust and
friendships, and the many people I have had the opportunity to meet and
work with.  I will miss each and every client and colleague."

Mark and his wife, Clare, are looking forward to traveling and taking
advantage of the many outdoor opportunities available to them in their
newly adopted home state of New Mexico. We have really enjoyed our
time with Mark, and we couldn't be happier to be a part of his journey.
Keep your phone on Mark!

Stay up to date! We are now posting weekly market insights on our blog.
We will also be releasing these on our social media accounts - Facebook,
Twitter and LinkedIn. If you haven't followed us - now is the time!

See Market Insights Blog

Deep Work
By Cal Newport

This book came recommended by an Engineer friend of mine on vacation.
I appreciated the connection with developing a longer attention span
especially as I raise my daughters in the "iPad era". I want to prepare
them for a digital life, but I also worry they will become accustomed to the
fast-paced consumption of information. If you see less of me on social
media, blame Cal Newport! 

- Scott

In the past, we were not able to receive reviews google, but the rules have
changed! We would love it if you could take minute to review us publicly! 

Take me to a Google Review!
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