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B
eth Bennett’s busi-
ness philosophy can 
be summed up by 

the quote by Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery hanging in 
her office: “A goal without 
a plan is just a wish.”

Beth knows the value of fi-
nancial planning firsthand. 
Growing up in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, she lost 
her dad at a very young 
age and watched her mom 
struggle financially for 
years until ultimately 
losing their home and 
declaring bankruptcy. Her 
mom didn’t have sufficient 
financial knowledge or a 
mentor to guide her on a 
path to security. Beth nev-
er wanted to see anyone 
suffer like that again and 
vowed to educate herself 
and others in monetary 
management. So began 
her career.

After graduating with a 
degree in accounting, she 
went to work for a private 
equity firm where she’d 
previously done some 
temping. “I really wanted 
to work for them and they 
actually had a position 
open when I graduated. 
So, I got my first taste of 
private equity investments 
right out of college.”

Beth continued on with 
the firm for nearly four 
years, before leaving 
to become part of a 
portfolio company that 
her firm had invested 
in. She initially worked 

on the accounting side, 
then struck out into the 
investment side right 
before the crash of 2008.

“What that experience 
taught me was that we really 
need to focus on the long 
term. Markets come back. 
We can weather a storm 
with sufficient safer invest-
ments. I feel that it’s my job 
to help people understand 
why I’m allocating their 
assets the way I do.”

Planning is the key and the 
first step on the path to 
financial security. Beth feels 
that it’s never too early or 
too late to put a financial 
plan in place. “It’s all about 
being realistic—under-
standing what we have to 
work with, maximizing it, 
and trying to make it as 
growth-oriented as possible. 
Money is empowering and 
it’s not just to buy things. It’s 
the financial freedom that it 
gives you and the peace of 
mind that it provides.”

Discussing her process, 
Beth adds, “I focus on being 
a good listener. I don’t lead 
with we should do this, this, 
and this and these are the 
investments. That’s not even 
remotely how I do my job. I 
want to do what’s in the best 
interest of each client. I start 
with financial planning because I need to understand THEIR goals, 
what they have, and what they’re looking to do.”

Beth approaches it as a consultative partnership in which she 
educates her clients. “Finance is a completely different world and 
it helps to explain the different types of accounts or investments 
and why I’m recommending one thing versus another.”

Specific planning is 
necessary for those with 
variable incomes, such as 
real estate professionals. 
Beth notes, “We have a lot 
of REALTORS® both on the 
investment side and on the 
tax side. We understand the 
dynamics.” The question 
is how to plan and manage 
financially when dealing 
with inconsistent cash 
flow? “We understand and 
work with you to put a plan 
in place so that every time 
that you get a lump sum of 
money, X amount goes here, 
X amount goes there and X 
amount goes into the kitty 
to spend or fund you for 
the next few months. We 
do taxes here and part of 
the conversation is to make 
sure that we have enough 
set aside for taxes or decide 
if we’ll tax shelter some of 
this income. It’s important 
to talk that through.”

What’s her favorite part of 
the job? “It’s when I’ve done 
a financial plan and I have 
a 62-year-old in front of me 
who asks if they can retire 
tomorrow and I say YES! 
That to me is so gratifying. 
Just letting them know 
that they can stop working 
whenever they want to is a 
beautiful gift to give someone. 
I love that about my job!”

Beth wants the very best for every client who walks through 
her door. “No matter where you are financially, you can al-
ways make things better. Life can be so rewarding with finan-
cial freedom. Money can’t make you happy but it can provide 
you with a foundation for what does make you happy. If I can 
ease some of that concern, it’s great. I’m not here to judge; I’m 
here to help.”

I love helping people to 
achieve financial fitness!
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