
 End of Life Checklist
Most people do not have key end-of-life documents in place. Nearing the 
end can be scary and sometimes confusing, but this checklist may help you 
or your loved ones, and limit your worries.

1. Power of Attorney for Healthcare & Living Will
Pick someone to make healthcare decisions on your behalf if you are incapacitated. If you pick 
more than one and they can’t agree, this will cause discrepancies.

A Living Will dictates what medical treatments you do and do not want in various circumstances.  
It can lessen the burden on your loved ones because they will know your wishes.

2. Physician Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment
This is a newer option allowing people to dictate their end-of-life wishes.  Once a patient fills it 
out with their doctor and signs, it becomes that doctor’s standing order, as well as a part of the 
patient’s medical record.

3. Getting Financial Affairs in Order
Make sure your loved ones are aware of your important financial affairs, including passwords, list 
of professionals, policy numbers, and any other relevant information.

4. Durable Power of Attorney
Appoint someone who can ensure bills get paid and other financial matters are sorted out if you 
become incapacitated.

5. DNR/DNI Orders
Consider establishing “Do Not Resuscitate” or “Do Not Intubate” orders to ensure medical 
personnel are aware of your wishes.

6. Diminishing Capacity Letters
This document gives a professional permission to call specific, trusted individuals if they have 
noticed some diminishment in your physical, cognitive, mental, or psychological capacity.

7. Organ Donor Designation
Simply checking the box on your driver’s license isn’t enough. Your license may not make it to the 
hospital with you, and your family may have the potential to override the designation.

8. Life Insurance
Make a list of all people you regularly tell, “I love you,” and of those you feel some financial 
responsibility for.  Having enough insurance coverage and the right kind of coverage can help 
ensure financial obligations are met and those individuals are protected.



9. Will
Complete personal information about you and your spouse.

Complete information about your marital status.

Complete summary of your assets/debts.

Complete outline of beneficiaries.

Complete names of people who will represent your interests.

Complete other relevant information.

10. Personal Requests Letter
Present your end-of-life wishes and any lasting requests in letter form.

While this checklist can start as a guide, every individual’s situation is unique, and a personal consultation is the 
best way to ensure that planning is thorough and adequate to protect you and those you care about. Speak with 
us today.

Registered representatives offer securities  through Securities America, Inc. 
Member FINRA/ SIPC. Financial advisers offer advisory services through 
Securities America Advisors, Inc. Davis Williams Wealth Management or Blakeney 
Financial Group and the Securities America companies are not affiliated.

Davis Williams Wealth Management
8832 Blakeney Professional Dr, Suite 200 • Charlotte, NC 28277
Office: 704-542-0628 • Fax: 704-544-7075 • daviswilliams.com


