
What does fiscal responsibility mean to me? 

A familiar jingle would ring when my uncle and I opened the doors to Samy’s tailor shop in Baghdad, 

Iraq. Despite being hidden between a flower boutique and a questionable sushi restaurant, many would 

flock to Samy’s shop seeking pristine alterations. However, I, at 9 years old, was more intrigued by the 

arbitrary and chaotic nature of his venture: instead of setting prices, he’d haggle. 

Upon entering Samy’s shop, the outside world would evaporate into the hum of sewing machines and 

the murmurs of locals bartering with workers. A well-groomed diplomat would hand Samy his suit, 

telling of alterations he needed before an international conference. An elderly woman would beam with 

excitement as she arrived to pick up the sari she needed lengthened before a religious ceremony. A 

Syrian refugee, whom Samy took under his wing, would tell of his family’s struggles overseas while a 

cigarette poked from his lips. 

Surrounded by spools of thread, mounds of linen squares, and tin cans filled with buttons, I developed 

an array of questions. When foreign customers haggled using Iraqi Dinars, why did Samy insist they pay 

in U.S. Dollars? If he didn’t work quickly enough, would inflation eliminate his profits? The 

answers—staggering exchange rates, customer loyalty, and a hyperinflationary economy—only led to an 

abundance of new inquiries. 

However, three years ago Samy’s shop was forced to close. Despite having one of the most wildly 

successful businesses in all of Baghdad, Samy does not shelter his money in a bank nor does he keep 

track of his transactions on a balance sheet. As he used to joke, “ ي ذلك سأفعلیالنھا
ة ف   “.Translation: “I’ll do 

that eventually. ”Seeing first-hand how Samy’s fiscal irresponsibility took down his shop has 

fundamentally reshaped the way I view the importance of maintaining financials. To me, fiscal 

responsibility means managing one’s money in a way that can serve them best in the present and 

future. Today, I try to embody this spirit in my many extracurricular pursuits. 

As an elected member of my school’s site council and district Local Control and Accountability Plan 

team, I make sure to pay close attention to the allocation of school funds for various programs and 

resources. When I feel that funds are not being properly spent, or are not good investments for youth, I 

won’t hesitate to speak up. 

I carry this same mindset when making decisions that impact 6.3 million public school students as the 

sole voting student member of California’s State Board of Education. After being appointed by Governor 

Gavin Newsom earlier this school year, I have had to navigate the complex landscape of charter school 

fiscal solvency, statewide budget proposals, and the Local Control Funding Formula, the revolutionary 

way in which California distributes funds to districts. 

To me, the impact of fiscal responsibility extends far beyond the confines of Samy’s tailor shop. Rather, 

it is most important in government, where it must be at the forefront of decision-making to ensure 

prosperity for generations to come. 


